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Assignment No. 2
Creating a Composition from Digitized Found Sounds
Date Due:  Tuesday, February 14, 2012
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What This Assignment Is About

This assignment is a natural extension of the Found Objects Composition that you created for the last assignment.  You are
to create a new composition from the sounds that can be created by your found instrument, including sounds that can only
be created digitally using Audacity.  The purpose of this assignment is to get you familiar with digital editing and to
encourage you to continue to explore sounds and to develop your creativity.

This assignment also requires you to work with a partner.  We will set up partner pairings so that students in the arts are
(for the most part) paired with students in the sciences, or at least students in different majors.  The pairings will be
announced in class and posted in the class notes at a later date.  You can then consult the class roster page to find your
partner’s (or partners’) e-mail address(es).

What You Are To Do

1. Remember that all aspects of this project except your reflection are to be done with your partner.
 

2. Record the compositions that both of you created for your found object instruments and/or record all the different
sounds that both of your found object instruments can make. 
 

3. Transfer your sounds to your computers and import them into Audacity. 
 

4. Work with your partner to break your sounds into pieces so that you can reassemble into a completely new
composition.  Experiment with different effects to create even more sounds from your recorded sounds.  Mix the
sounds from both of your found object instruments.  See the notes for Class No. 2 for references in the Hugill text
that might give you some ideas about interesting things to do.
 

5. As you work, write notes on what you did so that someone else (or even yourself a few months from now) can
reproduce what you did.  Take notes on things that you did and then undid, too, so that you do not forget the things
you tried that you don’t feel worked out well.  
 

6. Save your work in MP3 format and post that MP3 file to the web as instructed in class.  You and your partner are to
submit *ONE* MP3 file that you created together.
 

7. Make a screen capture of your composition as it appears Audacity.  See the next section for directions on how to do
this.
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8. Write a blog post reflecting on this assignment, what you learned about your own creative process, and how things
went with your partner.  This is the individual part of the assignment.  Be sure to answer the following two questions
within your blog post, along with any other comments you wish to make.

a. What did you learn about music and what did you learn about computing? 
b. How did the two of you work together? 

That is, did you work in parallel where each person did his/her own thing and then piece it together? 
Or did you truly collaborate by brainstorming and exploring together with shared decision making?

Post your reflection along with your notes (see #5 above) on the Grouply site as a comment to the blog post that we
will create, just as you did for Assignment No. 1.

Submitting Your Assignment for Grading

For this assignment you and your partner are to email FOUR files to umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com.  Do not email your
Audacity .aup file or the contents of your Audacity data directory.  Just email the three MP3 files and the one screen shot
listed below.  The screen shot may be a JPG or BMP or PNG or GIF file.

TWO MP3 files containing the original recordings from each of your found instruments (#2 above)
ONE MP3 file containing the composition that the two of you together created in Audacity (#6 above)
ONE screen shot of your composition as it appears in Audacity (#7 above)

These files should obviously be emailed as attachments.  In the body of your message, be sure to identify all the partner(s)
who worked on this assignment.

EACH of you is then to upload the following items to the Grouply site as comments to the blog post we will create
specifically for posting this information.

TWO sets of notes (#5 above) — each of you must post separate notes
TWO descriptions of your creative process and reflections on this assignment (#8) — each of you must post
separate descriptions and reflections

We will review these online, so it is important that you get everything posted by the assignment’s due date. 

Capturing your Audacity project screen

There are several ways to capture a screen shot and save it to a file.  We will talk about some of these in class.  As usual,
you can also find other techniques by googling “screen shot” and specifying your operating system (such as “Windows 7” or
“Mac OS/X”).

regardless of the type of system you’re working on, begin by maximizing your Audacity window as large as it can be
on Windows machines, press the Print Screen key to capture the screen to the clipboard

you will then have to paste that into a graphic editor such as Windows Paint and save it as a graphic file such
as a JPG
alternatively, you can paste the captured screen into a Microsoft Word document and save that

for more control over what’s captured, use the built-in Windows Snipping Tool
see “How To Capture a Screen Shot with the Snipping Tool in Windows Vista / Windows 7” at
http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/microsoft/ht/snippingtool.htm

on Macs, use Shift-Command-3 to capture the screen to a file or Shift-Control-Command-3 to capture the
screen to the clipboard

you can also use Shift-Command-4 to capture a selection to a file or Shift-Control-Command-4 to
capture a selection to the Clipboard
see http://support.apple.com/kb/ht1343

How You Will Be Graded

This assignment has three major parts:

the composition you and your partner created
the notes you wrote on what you did
your reflective blog post

Your grade for these parts will be determined by evaluating your work on the following criteria.

For the Sounds you recorded and the Composition you created

mailto:umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com
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Clarity — Did you record a few different sounds clearly or just one or two with considerable distortion?
Chunks — Did you use large, unwieldy clips or did you break them down into manageable sizes for maximum
flexibility?
Creativity — Did you just rearrange the sounds or did you try to put together a truly new composition with
some interesting characteristics?
Problem Solving — Was it evident that you put some thought into this assignment?
Structure — Did you use sounds from both (or all three) students’ found instruments and create a piece with
a clear form and a variety of musical elements such as textural changes, dynamics, rhythmic variety, melodic
elements, etc.?
Submission — Did you save your work in MP3 format and submit the correct file?
 

For the Notes on what you did
Screen shot — Did you submit a screen shot of your Audacity project window?
Clarity — Could someone else reproduce your work from your notes?
Comprehensiveness — Could you yourself reproduce your own work 6 months from now?
 

For the Reflective Write-Up
Content — Did you discuss the computational concepts involved?
Effort — Did you leave this until the last minute or is it clear that you thought about what you wanted to
write and put some effort into doing the writing?
Professionalism — Were you mindful of formatting, grammar, spelling, etc., or did you just throw a few
sentences up on the Ning site in a sloppy manner?

This is document http://teaching.cs.uml.edu/~heines/91.212/91.212-2011-12s/212-assn/DigitizedFoundSounds-03.jsp.  It was last modified
on Monday, August 6, 2012 at 12:34 PM.
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