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What This Assignment Is About
For this assignment you are to create a flowchart for a song of your choice, similar to the ones introduced in class on February 15,
2011.

The partner pairings for this assignment are listed below.  As always, consult the class roster page to find your partner’s (or partners’)
e-mail address(es).

Names removed per IRB regulations.

What You Are To Do
Remember that all aspects of this project except your reflection are to be done with your partner.
 

1.

Search the web for sample song flowcharts and review the ones we show you, as well as the flowchart symbols introduced in in
the Notes for Class No. 7.
 

2.

Pick a song to work with that has a simple structure.  E-mail that song — or a public link to it — to
umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com so that we have it to listen to as we review your flowchart.
 

3.

Create a flowchart for your song.  You may do this on paper, but if you’re adventurous, try to do it in PowerPoint.  There is a
basic discussion on how to do this at http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word/ha010552661033.aspx.  You can also use Word,
but the flowchart drawing tools work better in PowerPoint, at least on the Macs in Durgin 406. 

4.

You can also find software designed specifically for drawing flowcharts by Googling “download free flowchart
software” (without the quotes).  One such program that gives you a 7-day free trial is SmartDraw, which you
can download from http://www.smartdraw.com/specials/flowchart.asp.  Others, including a web-based one, can
be found at http://download.cnet.com.  (You have to search that site once you get there.)

Another interesting free online website that provides facilities to create flowcharts is http://www.flowchart.com. 
You have to sign up to use this program, but it is completely free.  Signing up is done through a form and then
confirming e-mails.  This program isn't the easiest to use, but it has some good features and capabilities.  It is
actually written in Flash, the same program that is often used to play movies and sounds on web pages.

If you created your flowchart with a program or web-based tool, capture it as a graphic file to submit.  See (1) under
“Submitting Your Assignment for Grading” below for specific instructions on how to do this.  If you created it on paper, turn it
in so that we can scan it and create a graphic file from it.

5.
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Write a blog post reflecting on this assignment, what you learned about your own creative process, and how things went with
your partner.  This is the individual part of the assignment.  Be sure to answer the following two questions within your blog
post, along with any other comments you wish to make.

What did you learn about music and what did you learn about computing? a.
How did the two of you work together? b.

Post your reflection on the Grouply site as a comment to the blog post that we will create, just as you did for our previous
assignments.

6.

Update Saturday, February 25, 2012:7.

Due to the Grouply website shutting down, please now post your reflection by filling out the form below or doing so
at: http://bit.ly/stassn3

Please use this form to post your reflection for Assignment No. 3.  Responses to all three 
questions are required.
* Required

Please enter your full name: *

Please enter your partner's full name: *

If there was a third partner on your team, please enter his or her name:

Please enter a URL (such as http://something.com/more) at which we can hear the song
for which you created your flowchart.
NOTE: If the song is not online somewhere, you may attach it to the email you send to
umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com. In that case, just enter "emailed" as your respone to this
question.

Please enter your reflection on Assignment No. 3 here. *
Be sure to answer the two main questions in the assignment write-up: (1) What did you learn
about music and what did you learn about computing? (2) What did you learn from working with
your partner?
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Submitting Your Assignment for Grading
(1)  For this assignment you are either to e-mail a screen capture of your flowchart to umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com or to hand
in a paper version of your flowchart.  If you submit an e-mail screen capture, be sure to maximize the image on your screen before
you capture it so that it is of the highest quality poassible.  You then save the screen capture to a file named exactly as shown below,
paying particular attention to the uppercase and lowercase letters in the parts that are not your name.

YourLastName_YourFirstName_Assn3_SongFlowchart.ext

The “Assn3_SongFlowchart” part is standard and should appear exactly like that in everyone’s submission.  The “ext” part is the
proper file extension (GIF, JPG, PNG, etc.) for the type of graphic file that you are submitting.  Finally, attach your screen capture file
to your e-mail message sent to umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com.

(2)  You must also e-mail the song you worked with (or a public link to it) to umlsoundthinking2012@gmail.com so that we have it to
listen to as we review your work.

(3)  The final part of the assignment is to submit your reflection as described in step 7 above.  Either do so by filling out the form
above or by going to http://bit.ly/stassn3.  Please review our comments on your previous assignment submissions regarding your
reflections on previous assignments and address any issues we mentioned to maximize your grade on this part of the assignment.

How You Will Be Graded
The two parts of this assignment will be evaluated on the following criteria.

For the Flowchart
Creativity — How well does your flowchart represent the song you chose?
Problem Solving — Was it evident that you put some thought into this assignment?
 

For the Reflection
Thoroughness — Did you think about the various aspects of this assignment and their relation to musical composition?
Professionalism — Was your writing and its formatting, grammar, spelling, etc. done professionally?

This is document http://teaching.cs.uml.edu/~heines/91.212/91.212-2011-12s/212-assn/SongFlowchart-03.jsp.  It was last modified
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 at 12:09 PM.

Copyright © 2012 by Jesse M. Heines.  All rights reserved.  May be freely copied or excerpted for educational purposes with credit to the
author.
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