
9.3  (Fred Grier)  This response includes a great summary of the problem of defining 
play, and an excellent way to get started, accordingly, i.e., by talking about what it is not.  
This is how one thinks through a concept with a session in the field that is dedicated to it. 
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Field Notes: Object Mapping 2, Assignment #8 
Frederick Grier 
11.3.09 
 
Observation: 10.27.09 
Duration: 81 minutes (11:17 – 12:37) 
Location: Regenstein Center for African Apes 
 
 

I. Assignment: Object Mapping 2 
a. Identify instances of “play” in the activities of the gorillas or chimps. Describe 

these instances carefully and explain why you think the activity constitutes play.  
i. What are your clues that this is the key of “play” and not something else?  
ii. How is it different, in other words, from other “non-play” activities 

observed? 
b. Watch for any interactions with objects (fixed feature and others) in the course of 

playful activity.  
i. What objects seem to be most important for play activity? 
ii. Which objects seem least important for play? 

c. You can think very direct and micro on this. You can also think at a higher level in 
which you force yourself to consider every single object in the habitat and how it 
enables any of the play you witness, even if it doesn’t seem to be directly 
involved in a particular interaction. 

i. What happens if you treat other individuals as objects, in this respect?  
ii. Are there any individuals in the group who generally seem more or less 

central for the activity of play? 
iii. Are any specific individuals more or less central to certain kinds of play? 

 
II. Setting the Stage 

a. Our class discovered that Kwan’s troop might not be visible for the remainder of 
our observation sessions due to Bulera and Medini’s absence (for “husbandry” 
reasons). As I discovered over the weekend, Kwan, Kawali and Amare are still 
free to move about the habitat but they prefer to be in the lower level where 
Bulera and Medini are being held. It is enduring how they care so much for each 
other. When they do come up to the exhibition habitat, most of the time is spent 
either foraging or waiting in the access door (pensively). Due to this limitation on 
Kwan’s Troop, and my previous assignment’s focus on Jojo’s Troop, I return to 
Jojo’s habitat for today’s observation and analysis.  

b. After walking around the habitat for a minute, I resumed the same post I took last 
week – a little removed from the crowds gathered around the glass. A girls’ 
school was visiting the gorillas today, and the girls were “helping” the zookeepers 
by collecting data using the i-touch digital recorders. By standing closer to the 
wall, I would be out of their way (or vice versa) and have a clear view of the 
activities within the habitat. At least that is where I started…. 

c. The habitat was pretty quiet, not much seemed to be going on. The gorillas were 
elevated, resting in the upper zones of the habitat. Jojo was lying on the ground 
near the door (closer to the door than was typical). Before our class met and 
even before the habitat officially opened, Jojo and the gorillas in his troop were 
quite active. They spent the early morning foraging outside and walking between 
the interior and exterior habitats. The weather was cool and refreshing with an 
overcast sky; it was a typical October day in Chicago. This lead me to think that 
after their early morning meal, they would settle in for a quiet morning nap. A little 
worried after last week’s experience, I began to hope something would happen 
otherwise the assignment might be pretty boring! 
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III. Report on Observations  
 
The first exploration is determining what activity constitutes play. But first maybe we have to know 
what is not play! Fighting is not play, eating is not play, sleeping is not play. Activities that are 
motivated directly by the result of the performance are not play.  
 

Example - Susie’s interaction with Azizi and the branches: Azizi returned from the 
outside with a large bunch of what looked like Catalpa branches in his hand. He was 
holding them tightly, keeping them out of reach from the other gorillas. Tabibu was 
interested in getting one of these branches for herself. Susie was also interested, but 
neither of the females could reach them as Azizi climbed to an upper corner and held 
them high above his head. Susie, realizing that she would have to be more creative, took 
a different route to reach the branches. She began climbing the ceiling grate to reach the 
branches from a higher position than Azizi, and was somewhat successful (managed to 
grab a few coveted leaves from the branches). She chose a “playful” route to take but 
could have easily chosen a less direct and agreeably more conventional path, like 
Tabibu. Since there was a direct purpose related to this play-like activity, it is not 
considered “play”. The activity served a purpose directly related to the activity. However if 
she were just moving about the habitat, without a specific and highly valued destination 
her activity might be considered play. 

 
If an activity is performed whose purpose is not the direct result of that activity, is that activity 
considered “play”?  
 

Example – Susie and Azizi fondling each other: While the other gorillas were rising from 
their morning nap, Susie and Azizi rested head to head on the edge of the platform. 
Susie started to grab Azizi, and Azizi began mouthing her arm as her hand reached for 
his face. They were relaxed and the activity was very playful. However after a few 
minutes of this activity it begins to get a lot more aggressive and sporadic. The activity is 
at first glance a series of slaps, bites and throat chokes, however the “key” of the activity 
is play as the two are obviously fond of each other. This reminds me of my own 
interactions with my sisters growing up. The actions are defensive and aggressive meant 
to threaten, intimidate or just entertain the two but are performed in a loving and safe 
manner. The direct result of the activity would be pain or at its extreme, death, but the 
performance of it indicates love. I would consider this play, however if the same actions 
were performed in a much different manner it would be non-play survival (work). 
 

With that (however fuzzy) distinction I began by compiling a list of all the instances of play 
observed within the habitat. The following list are activities that could constitute play, given the 
motivation and function of the performance. 
 
Activities Observed (potential “play”): 
 
laying 
picking 
scratching 
holding  
grasping 
fondling 
caressing 
foraging 

running 
climbing 
grabbing 
swinging 
fighting  
slapping 
pounding chest 
dropping 

chasing 
lifting 
vocalizing 
standing 
sitting 
balancing 
pulling 
eating 

 
Many of those activities are enabled by, or required the use of objects in the habitat. I also made 
a list of all the objects and other things that the gorillas employed through their today’s “play” 
activities. The lists are not exhaustive, but reflect the observations and jottings that I’ve recorded 
during today’s assignment. These objects were integral to the gorillas’ play. 
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Interactive Objects Observed (potential “toys”) 
 
bamboo (steel poles) 
steel grate (ceiling and wall) 
tube-steel ledge/framing 
glass wall 
burlap bag 
branches 
hands/fingers 

feet/toes 
gorilla’s body and other bodies 
tree(s) 
food (and food dispenser) 
concrete platform 
rope/vines 
elevated branch nest 

 
The most important objects from this list would be the gorilla’s body itself, if we accept the gorilla 
itself as an object. As noted in the field record, a majority of the play involved hitting, slapping and 
making noise. Most of this noise was caused by a hand slap against the glass wall separating the 
gorilla habitat from the human habitat. Other noise came from pushing or dropping objects 
against each other. Susie and Azizi performed much of their play today through the use of their 
arms, hands, mouths and feet. The body is a tool through which we interact with the world, and 
therefore is a central object for play. 
 
The least important objects from the list in today’s observation would be the burlap bag. It was 
used towards the end of the period but not so much for play as for comfort. I believe the burlap 
added a degree of softness to the resting area for Rollie, but I also believe that it served as a way 
to prepare her for rest, as a kind of ritual.  
 
Many of the objects on the list served to enable chase and general locomotion. These are 
important not in themselves, but as a system of connection. Together they comprise an important 
object, although separately I’m sure that some of them were nearly unused in today’s activities. 
 
 
Who are the “players” in the habitat? 
 
 Jojo is the antithesis of play. When the play gets to a certain level, Jojo signals the end. 
He spends most of his time removed from the activity (however playful) and intervenes only to 
stop the activity. So he would not be a “player”, but more like a “referee” if the analogy is of a 
football game.  
 If Jojo is the referee of play, I would say that Susie is the “quarterback”. She initiates a lot 
of play within the habitat and even performs work in a playful manner. She is young and energetic 
which contributes to her ability and interest in play. She seems to enjoy all types of play. 
 Azizi is Susie’s playmate so he is thrown into playful activities by association (he would 
be the “wide-receiver”). I believe he is a little older than Susie and is very much willing to play 
along with her but also is starting to develop a physical and social strength within the troop. He is 
learning the role he will one day play in his own troop. 
 Bahati and Rollie are also players in the game. During the aggressive play noted in my 
field notes this week, they were central players in the game – slapping and making loud noises. 
Their activity was aggressive but not harmful – to continue the analogy even further, I would say 
that they are the linebackers. They were both giving and taking hits during the game, facing each 
other off in a confrontational manner. 
 Tabibu and Makari are also involved in the fury of activity in today’s observation but 
played a less central role. They were not removed from the activity but seemed to be less 
interested in “playing” the game with the others. Tabibu’s involvement in the activity was in 
receiving some of the coveted branches. Makari got involved with the chasing, but was not an 
initiator (as far as I could decipher from the near chaos). To complete the analogy, I would put 
Makari on the “defensive line”, and Tabibu would be the “special teams”! 
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IV. General Insights 
a. There is significant educational value to play, especially for youth. In deeper 

analysis of play, it could be argued that there is a direct function of play that 
results from the performance of the activity. This confuses my previous 
hypothesis that play is defined by an activity whose motive is other than the 
direct result of the performance. However, the function of play is not always the 
motivation for its action. The following are possible examples of functions of play 

i. Communication – communicating to each other in ways that vocalization 
can not achieve. The gorillas have not vocalized very much in our 
observations, so this leads to the hypothesis that much of their 
communication happens in a physical way. Play is a way that two gorillas 
and communicate things like love, fear, anger or joy to each other either 
directly or through private play observation. 

ii. Socializing – a lot of the social values and understanding that is taught 
from generation to generation happens through play. Emulation and 
confrontation teach and facilitate the social hierarchy and social rules of 
the troop.  

iii. Exercise Skill – learning is also developed through play. By 
experimentation and trial & error the gorillas develop their sills. In things 
like the food dispenser, I observed the gorillas receiving tasty rewards 
through the practice and development of motor skills.  

b. In today’s assignment, a lot of work was done after the observation. To 
understand “keying” takes careful observation of the entire troop’s activities, but it 
also takes a background understand of the social dynamics so that we can 
understand the “key” that the activity is “in”. By comparative analysis I made 
some assumptions about what was really going on inside the habitat. However, I 
am probably wrong, and I probably missed some of what was actually going on! 
This assignment was a high level problem, and required a lot of mental and 
physical work to complete. I feel that I need a lot more field research before what 
I hypothesize will be truly relevant. 

 
 

V. Reflections on the Process: 
a. This was a most frustrating assignment. It was difficult to watch fury of activity 

and maintain a keen sense of the performer’s role. I struggled in keeping tabs on 
every movement and recognizing the gorilla I was watching. Jojo’s troop is 
difficult in that way.  

b. The assignment was also frustrating because I was trying to determine why the 
activity was happening…and what exactly was happening. More experience and 
a better technique of recording would have been helpful in this respect. If I could 
have filmed each individual, a more careful analysis would have been possible. 

c. The most enjoyable part of this assignment was in reporting and writing out my 
observations. I felt that by running through the activity again in my head, and 
working it out on paper I was able to compile a decent list of activities and form 
more insightful ideas of what was happening with the troop in the habitat.  

d. If I were to do this again I would try to develop written shorthand, and maybe 
stick to more specific temporal benchmarks. I felt that I “dropped the ball” on 
recording times during the observation. If I stuck to more regular benchmarks 
that would not have been such a problem for me. 

e. In this assignment I noticed that auditory stimulus and physical threats receive a 
high attention priority within the troop. This could be an interesting jumping off 
point for the final project?!? 

 
VI. Field Notes Attached 



Object Map 2 - Jojo’s Troop                           *report reflects continuous observation throughout the 60 minute period  
SOC 598 - Behavioral Observation    with temporal benchmarks reflecting the start of certain activity as noted.
Field Report: 10.27.09
Frederick Grier

temporal benchmark*         observation        play

11:17

11:34

11:42

11:41

11:36

11:31

11:22

The habitat is almost completely quiet, and the gorillas are in the upper zones of 
the habitat. It is a little cool outside, but not as cold as it has been.
Jojo is lying on the ground near the door - closer than he usually sits.
Three gorillas are laying on the concrete platform. Their feet and hands are vis-
ible but their bodies are mostly hidden from view.

Rollie sits in the branches of the tree, watching the glass to the outside habitat. 

The gorillas are quiet today, not much activity. 

Rollie lays down in the tree.

Jojo gets up from his position facing the access door. He slowly moves around 
the edge of the concrete walls enclosing the keepers’ viewing niche. He slowly 
makes his way to the other side and starts climbing the ladder up onto the con-
crete platform.
Jojo settles into a position close to, and facing the back wall.
The other three gorillas are still up there with him...they did not move upon his 
arrival, in fact, he is the only gorilla that moved. The rest are all relaxing and 
seem undisturbed.

Rollie sits up and then rotates herself and moves around the tree facing the 
visitors. She has a thin, bright green twig that she threads through her teeth and 
pulls it through. Rollie is shredding the twig and chewing the out skin.

Bahati climbs down from the platform and begins to pull food from a food-dis-
pensing contraption tied to the inside of the steel grate of the keepers’ observa-
tion niche. She is quite successful at pulling treats from this dispenser.

Now Rollie is at the food dispenser, and quickly gets a treat and then rests on 
the rope by the dispenser. 

Azizi and Susie are laying on top of the platform together; they moved right to 
the edge of the platform where they are clearly visible. Resting head to head, 
they start to fondle each other - Susie puts her hand under his chin, Azizi grabs 
her foot and mouths her leg, she scratches his head with her toes.
The adults are moving around below them on the ground, then quickly scale the 
ropes and rest above them on the various nests watching the interaction of the 
two young ones on the platform.
Susie strokes Azizi’s arm and arm pit, they entangle arms and hands, he mouths 
her arm and then opens his mouth in a yawn. This seemingly loving but aggres-
sive interaction continues for several minutes.

relaxed play
(shared - private)

relaxed play
(Rollie)

interactive play
(Bahati)

interactive play
(Rollie)

interactive play
(Susie + Azizi)
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Susie pulls away from Azizi using the bamboo for leverage. The tops of their 
heads are still touching, but they momentarily stop fondling each other.

Azizi has his mouth wide open, and Susie starts to rhythmically tap his teeth with 
her fist. Then he moves his head, looking up at her and he begins to wrap his 
lips around her head - mouthing the top of her head. 

They continue to fondle each other aggressively on and off for several more min-
utes. Slapping and hitting each other!

At this point, Susie’s hand is around Azizi’s throat holding him.
She moves her hand to his chin, and tugs at his jaw.

Some of the adult females are watching. Rollie is sitting in the upper nest chew-
ing on her treats watching the two youths play.
Susie sits up, then rolls back down. Azizi leans back against a bamboo pole, 
resting further from Susie - nearly out of reach. Susie then switches her position 
providing more distance between the two. It appears that their play is over.

Bahati swings down from her position on the tree branch and goes outside.
Susie and Azizi quickly get up and watch Bahati. They begin to move to follow, 
hesitate, then quickly follow her outside one after the other.
Once outside, they walk around the grounds foraging for food.

Rollie climbs from her nest onto the platform near where Jojo is seated. She 
watches the activity outside.

Azizi returns with a large bunch of branches in his mouth. Tabibu sees him and 
follows him closely to the glass wall separating them from the visitors. He holds 
the branches up, away from her. She obviously wants them, and he won’t share.
As she reaches for them, he climbs up the wall into the corner near the top of the 
habitat holding the branches out of Tabibu’s reach. He bites some leaves off the 
branches and chews them. She watches him carefully.
Susie climbs across the ceiling from middle of the habitat, grabbing at, and hold-
ing herself up on the steel mesh grate of the ceiling like a monkey. 
Tabibu is finally successful and pries a branch from Azizi’s bunch. 
Susie has made her way over to Azizi and grabs one as well.

Bahati returns from the outside with a branch of leaves.
Azizi still has a quite a few branches and is chewing on them. After the leaves 
are gone from the branch, the gorillas shred the bark off the branch pulling them 
through their teeth - as Rollie was doing before.

Now Bahati joins Susie and Tabibu in watching Azizi with all the branches. They 
are waiting for Azizi to lower the branches so they can grab some. 
A branch drops down to Bahati, who quickly snatches it and climbs up the wall to 
chew on it.

Susie climbs the wall and corners Azizi but is unable to pluck a branch from his 
grasp. She turns her attention to Bahati, climbs across the ceiling grate and 
snatches some leaves from her branch! (haha!)

Rollie now has a branch as well (?) and is keeping it from Makari, they have an 
aggressive interaction that draws Susie’s attention. Susie travels over and at first 
watches from a 5-foot distance, then she lays down on the platform near the two. 

Jojo is still on the platform but has now moved to the edge where he lays down 
facing his normal direction. (Why in the world was he facing the wall for so long...
he was not able to see anything at all! maybe he was catching a little nap?)

It appears that a chase is afoot. I can’t really tell who is chase who - the gorillas 
in this troop are hard to distinguish!

aggressive play
(Susie + Azizi)

non-play
(Susie, Azizi, Bahati)

non-play
(Susie + Tabibu)

aggressive play
(Azizi)

 social play
(Azizi + Susie, 
Bahati, Tabibu)

 aggressive play
(shared)

11:46

12:04

11:50

11:52

11:54

11:59

interactive play
(Susie + Azizi)
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I think Bahati and Rollie are the ones chasing each other, and I imagine it was 
over an incident with the branches. The “fight” is characterized by dropping 
onto each other, physical slaps and racing around. They run outside and have a 
face-off of sorts. The two younger gorillas following in pursuit. Azizi stops at the 
door and turns to watch the gorillas still inside. Jojo is now standing straight up, 
watching the outside from the edge of the platform.

The gorillas are all inside now, and the mood has cooled a little.
Then suddenly Rollie jumps down onto Bahati and the two briefly fight again.
Jojo stands and the interaction stops - he signaled the end of the fight.
They are sitting together on the ground, upright and alert. They move slowly 
around, watching each other from the corners of their eyes.

Bahati slaps the glass (right in front of a male visitor) making a loud noise. 
Another gorilla (Makari, or is it Rollie?) jumps over to the glass wall, slapping it 
loudly and then drops onto the ground next to Bahati. 
Jojo is undisturbed.

Makari (?) walks over to the north end of the habitat and lifts up a log loosely 
attached to the steel grate and drops it quickly - another loud noise! Today’s 
activity is uncharacteristic from what I’ve seen lately. 

One of the gorillas (can’t tell who) pounds chest for a brief second.
Now Jojo is up and surveying the entire troop.
There is another confrontation, I can’t keep track of who is where - they are mov-
ing around the habitat so quickly. Two gorillas face off and I catch a glimpse of 
their faces: mouths and eyes wide open - the image startles me. 
Bahati slaps the glass again and drops down - this must be some sort of signal 
for activity to begin.
Jojo gets up again, moves about on top of the platform and then lays back down. 
I think he is trying to calm down the troop. Susie moves between Jojo and the 
confrontational two...she may be trying to break them up as well?

Rollie is now on the ground, spreading out a piece of burlap to lay on. 
Makari and Azizi are together in the nest above the access door.

The gorillas are beginning to relax again.

Bahati moves up onto a pole of bamboo and lays down.

Things have settled down now, and it appears to be staying that way.

The gorillas are all nearly equally spaced through the upper zones of the habitat, 
near the inner walls of the building where it is the warmest. They rest.

aggressive play
(Bahati + Rollie)

non-play
(Jojo)

aggressive play
(Bahati + Makari / 

Rollie)

non-play
(Jojo)

non-play
(Jojo)

aggressive play
(Bahati + another)

aggressive play

12:17

12:37

12:34

12:19

12:22

12:27

12:30
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11:42

11:41

11:36

11:31

11:22

The habitat is almost completely quiet, and the gorillas are in the upper zones of 
the habitat. It is a little cool outside, but not as cold as it has been.
Jojo is lying on the ground near the door - closer than he usually sits.
Three gorillas are laying on the concrete platform. Their feet and hands are vis-
ible but their bodies are mostly hidden from view.

Rollie sits in the branches of the tree, watching the glass to the outside habitat. 

The gorillas are quiet today, not much activity. 

Rollie lays down in the tree.

Jojo gets up from his position facing the access door. He slowly moves around 
the edge of the concrete walls enclosing the keepers’ viewing niche. He slowly 
makes his way to the other side and starts climbing the ladder up onto the con-
crete platform.
Jojo settles into a position close to, and facing the back wall.
The other three gorillas are still up there with him...they did not move upon his 
arrival, in fact, he is the only gorilla that moved. The rest are all relaxing and 
seem undisturbed.

Rollie sits up and then rotates herself and moves around the tree facing the 
visitors. She has a thin, bright green twig that she threads through her teeth and 
pulls it through. Rollie is shredding the twig and chewing the out skin.

Bahati climbs down from the platform and begins to pull food from a food-dis-
pensing contraption tied to the inside of the steel grate of the keepers’ observa-
tion niche. She is quite successful at pulling treats from this dispenser.

Now Rollie is at the food dispenser, and quickly gets a treat and then rests on 
the rope by the dispenser. 

Azizi and Susie are laying on top of the platform together; they moved right to 
the edge of the platform where they are clearly visible. Resting head to head, 
they start to fondle each other - Susie puts her hand under his chin, Azizi grabs 
her foot and mouths her leg, she scratches his head with her toes.
The adults are moving around below them on the ground, then quickly scale the 
ropes and rest above them on the various nests watching the interaction of the 
two young ones on the platform.
Susie strokes Azizi’s arm and arm pit, they entangle arms and hands, he mouths 
her arm and then opens his mouth in a yawn. This seemingly loving but aggres-
sive interaction continues for several minutes.

relaxed play
(shared - private)

relaxed play
(Rollie)

interactive play
(Bahati)

interactive play
(Rollie)

interactive play
(Susie + Azizi)
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Susie pulls away from Azizi using the bamboo for leverage. The tops of their 
heads are still touching, but they momentarily stop fondling each other.

Azizi has his mouth wide open, and Susie starts to rhythmically tap his teeth with 
her fist. Then he moves his head, looking up at her and he begins to wrap his 
lips around her head - mouthing the top of her head. 

They continue to fondle each other aggressively on and off for several more min-
utes. Slapping and hitting each other!

At this point, Susie’s hand is around Azizi’s throat holding him.
She moves her hand to his chin, and tugs at his jaw.

Some of the adult females are watching. Rollie is sitting in the upper nest chew-
ing on her treats watching the two youths play.
Susie sits up, then rolls back down. Azizi leans back against a bamboo pole, 
resting further from Susie - nearly out of reach. Susie then switches her position 
providing more distance between the two. It appears that their play is over.

Bahati swings down from her position on the tree branch and goes outside.
Susie and Azizi quickly get up and watch Bahati. They begin to move to follow, 
hesitate, then quickly follow her outside one after the other.
Once outside, they walk around the grounds foraging for food.

Rollie climbs from her nest onto the platform near where Jojo is seated. She 
watches the activity outside.

Azizi returns with a large bunch of branches in his mouth. Tabibu sees him and 
follows him closely to the glass wall separating them from the visitors. He holds 
the branches up, away from her. She obviously wants them, and he won’t share.
As she reaches for them, he climbs up the wall into the corner near the top of the 
habitat holding the branches out of Tabibu’s reach. He bites some leaves off the 
branches and chews them. She watches him carefully.
Susie climbs across the ceiling from middle of the habitat, grabbing at, and hold-
ing herself up on the steel mesh grate of the ceiling like a monkey. 
Tabibu is finally successful and pries a branch from Azizi’s bunch. 
Susie has made her way over to Azizi and grabs one as well.

Bahati returns from the outside with a branch of leaves.
Azizi still has a quite a few branches and is chewing on them. After the leaves 
are gone from the branch, the gorillas shred the bark off the branch pulling them 
through their teeth - as Rollie was doing before.

Now Bahati joins Susie and Tabibu in watching Azizi with all the branches. They 
are waiting for Azizi to lower the branches so they can grab some. 
A branch drops down to Bahati, who quickly snatches it and climbs up the wall to 
chew on it.

Susie climbs the wall and corners Azizi but is unable to pluck a branch from his 
grasp. She turns her attention to Bahati, climbs across the ceiling grate and 
snatches some leaves from her branch! (haha!)

Rollie now has a branch as well (?) and is keeping it from Makari, they have an 
aggressive interaction that draws Susie’s attention. Susie travels over and at first 
watches from a 5-foot distance, then she lays down on the platform near the two. 

Jojo is still on the platform but has now moved to the edge where he lays down 
facing his normal direction. (Why in the world was he facing the wall for so long...
he was not able to see anything at all! maybe he was catching a little nap?)

It appears that a chase is afoot. I can’t really tell who is chase who - the gorillas 
in this troop are hard to distinguish!

aggressive play
(Susie + Azizi)

non-play
(Susie, Azizi, Bahati)

non-play
(Susie + Tabibu)

aggressive play
(Azizi)

 social play
(Azizi + Susie, 
Bahati, Tabibu)

 aggressive play
(shared)

11:46

12:04

11:50

11:52

11:54

11:59

interactive play
(Susie + Azizi)
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I think Bahati and Rollie are the ones chasing each other, and I imagine it was 
over an incident with the branches. The “fight” is characterized by dropping 
onto each other, physical slaps and racing around. They run outside and have a 
face-off of sorts. The two younger gorillas following in pursuit. Azizi stops at the 
door and turns to watch the gorillas still inside. Jojo is now standing straight up, 
watching the outside from the edge of the platform.

The gorillas are all inside now, and the mood has cooled a little.
Then suddenly Rollie jumps down onto Bahati and the two briefly fight again.
Jojo stands and the interaction stops - he signaled the end of the fight.
They are sitting together on the ground, upright and alert. They move slowly 
around, watching each other from the corners of their eyes.

Bahati slaps the glass (right in front of a male visitor) making a loud noise. 
Another gorilla (Makari, or is it Rollie?) jumps over to the glass wall, slapping it 
loudly and then drops onto the ground next to Bahati. 
Jojo is undisturbed.

Makari (?) walks over to the north end of the habitat and lifts up a log loosely 
attached to the steel grate and drops it quickly - another loud noise! Today’s 
activity is uncharacteristic from what I’ve seen lately. 

One of the gorillas (can’t tell who) pounds chest for a brief second.
Now Jojo is up and surveying the entire troop.
There is another confrontation, I can’t keep track of who is where - they are mov-
ing around the habitat so quickly. Two gorillas face off and I catch a glimpse of 
their faces: mouths and eyes wide open - the image startles me. 
Bahati slaps the glass again and drops down - this must be some sort of signal 
for activity to begin.
Jojo gets up again, moves about on top of the platform and then lays back down. 
I think he is trying to calm down the troop. Susie moves between Jojo and the 
confrontational two...she may be trying to break them up as well?

Rollie is now on the ground, spreading out a piece of burlap to lay on. 
Makari and Azizi are together in the nest above the access door.

The gorillas are beginning to relax again.

Bahati moves up onto a pole of bamboo and lays down.

Things have settled down now, and it appears to be staying that way.

The gorillas are all nearly equally spaced through the upper zones of the habitat, 
near the inner walls of the building where it is the warmest. They rest.

aggressive play
(Bahati + Rollie)

non-play
(Jojo)

aggressive play
(Bahati + Makari / 

Rollie)

non-play
(Jojo)

non-play
(Jojo)

aggressive play
(Bahati + another)

aggressive play

12:17

12:37

12:34

12:19

12:22

12:27

12:30


















