
Here is a sample of seven students’ responses to Exercise 9. 



Exercise 9 – Object Mapping 2 (Play) 
 
Identify instances of “play” in your subjects’ activities.  Describe these instances 
carefully and explain why you think the activity constitutes play.  What are your clues 
that this is the frame of “play” and not something else?  How is it different, in other 
words, from other, “non-play” activities that you observe? 
 
Watch especially for any interactions with objects (fixed-feature and others) in the course 
of playful activity.  What objects seem to be most important for play activity?  Which 
objects seem least important for play? 
 
(You can think very direct and micro on this.  You can also think at a higher level in 
which you force yourself to consider every single object in the habitat and how it enables 
any of the play you witness, even if it doesn’t seem to be directly involved in a particular 
interaction.)   
 
What happens if you treat other individuals as objects, in this respect?  Are there any 
individuals in the group who generally seem more or less central for the activity of play?  
Are any specific individuals more or less central to certain kinds of play? 
 
 



9.1  (Sally Wong Limb)  This is a clean, straightforward response to the exercise, nicely 
reasoned and summarized, using a delicate combination of words, computer-generated 
graphics, notebook sketches and photos.  The images of Susie hanging from the ceiling 
remind us that even imperfect photos can be worth a thousand words for a fieldworker 
trying to communicate what was observed. 
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Sally Wong, 11/02/09

Observation date:
10/27/09 

Duration:
1 hour and 1 minute

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo

Assignment: Object Mapping II
Identify instances of “play” in the activities of the gorillas or 
chimps. Describe these instances carefully and explain why you 
think the activity constitutes play. What are your clues that this 
is the key of “play” and not something else? How is it different, in 
other words, from other, “non-play” activities that you observe?

Watch especially for any interactions with objects (fixed feature 
and others) in the course of playful activity. What objects seem 
to be most important for play activity? Which objects seem least 
important for play?

(You can think very direct and micro on this. You can also think 
at a higher level in which you force yourself to consider every 
single object in the habitat and how it enables any of the play 
you witness, even if it doesn’t seem to be directly involved in a 
particular interaction...)

What happens if you treat other individuals as objects, in this 
respect? Are there any individuals in the group who generally 
seem more or less central for the activity of play? Are any specific 
individuals more or less central to certain kinds of play?

Set up
During this week’s observation, the primate house was busy with 
many large groups including students. Additionally, the viewing 
area to the right of the entrance (where the bronze ape statues 
are located) was fenced off. This area seemed to be used as a 
makeshift classroom where two zoo instructors were teaching 
these groups how to track the gorillas’ behaviors on their zoo 
issued PDAs. 

Throughout the duration of the observation, several groups passed 
through with PDAs. The groups’ sizes ranged from about 7 to 15 
people. These groups of visitors would stand closely to the glass 
and occasionally pound to elicit responses from the apes.

Also, today members Kwan’s troop was off display for “husbandry” 
reasons, which the zoo keepers did not clarify. The chimps’ habitat 
were also being washed down. These events, which do not occur 
often or in a daily basis, may or may not have had an effect on 
Jojo’s troop today.

Lastly, unlike last week, this week, Jojo’s habitat did not have any 
large blankets. Three burlap cloths from last week were in the 
habitat, however.
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Sally Wong, 11/02/09

Observation date:
10/27/09 

Duration:
1 hour and 1 minute

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo

Observations

Azzizi brings his hand, palm down over Susie’s face. He does it again but this 
time slapping Susie hard on the face. Susie flinches and pulls away.  This may 
be because she had grabbed his hand earlier.

11:43-11:53
Susie and Azzizi are laying down next to each 
other on the top of the doorway where the zoo 
keepers usually feed the gorillas. Susie raises both 
her feet and places them on Azzizi’s head. Azzizi 
does not seem to mind as he does not respond 
negatively. Susie then turns her body so that they 
face each other. Both gorillas are touching each 
others face and body with their hands and feet. 
Azzizi takes Susie’s arm and gently bites down. 
Susie reacts by grabbing his arm (fig. 1) and 

After this incident, they are no 
longer facing each other and stop 
interacting for about 20 seconds. 
(fig 2). After which Azzizi turns and 
watches Susie comb through the hair 
on her left arm. Azzizi then seems to 
make a noise and Susie is facing him. 
She takes her hand, which is curled in 
a fist and, with her knuckles, taps on 
Azzizi’s teeth. Azzizi is responding to 
her by keeping his mouth open and 
occasionally bringing his lips slightly 
over her knuckles as if he is feeling 
her hand through his lips.  Susie 
continues the tapping for 20 seconds 
before stopping. 

Susie brings her hand to Azzizi’s throat and seems to be scratching it, she 
then grabs Azzizi’s hand. Susie uses the same hand to hold onto Azzizi’s 
chin, which she begins to jerk back and forth, and thus shaking Azzizi’s head. 
She does this for about 10 seconds.

Azzizi suddenly bites down on Susie’s arm and Susie stops. The bite may not 
have been too hard because she did not flinch. She also continued touching 
Azzizi and seemed to be grooming him. She does this for about 1 minute 
before stopping. 
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Sally Wong, 11/02/09

Observation date:
10/27/09 

Duration:
1 hour and 1 minute

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo

11:56-12:00
Susie swings down from the structure and Azzizi quickly gets up to follow 
her. He swings down with the vines as well. Susie runs outside and Azzizi 
runs after her. 

Once outside, Azzizi seems to be chasing Susie. As they are running, he 
playfully jumps on top of Susie as if tackling her then quickly skirts away. 
Bahati is nearby and obstructs Azzizi’s path as he’s running, as if she is 
trying to block him. He runs around her.

12:01 
Azzizi (green) is sitting on the ledge of the 
corner window. He is eating his leaves. Susie 
(pink) stands on a top branch and reaches from 
the ceiling grates. Hanging there she swings 
both her legs. (fig 4 and 5) She then swings 
across the ceiling until she reaches Azzizi. She 
is hanging off the window ledge where zoo 
keepers usually observe.

12:20
Bahati take a burlap cloth lying on the ground and drags it to the corner 
window. With both hands, she flips the cloth over and keeps her hand on it. 
Several minutes later, Bahati suddenly turns and bangs against the window. 
After which she returns to sitting in her area. She flips the sheet over once 
and positions herself on top of the fabric.

12:24
Azzizi (green) is sitting on a mid-level branch. 
He suddenly leaps forward towards the 
window, bangs his fists against it and lands 
on the ground. He moves near Bahati (purple) 
and takes a nearby burlap cloth. He sits on top 
of the sheet and shifts his body several times 
over the sheet.

12:26
Azzizi turns and faces the right most fence. Attached to the fence through 
a wire and about 1 yard off the ground, is a 2.5 ft wide piece of log, where 
the gorillas sit for special feedings or training sessions. With both hands, 
Azzizi lifts the log over his head and lets it drop and runs away. The loud 
bang startles all the gorillas in the habitat.

12:27
Azzizi is on the top of the doorway where the zoo keepers usually feed the 
gorillas. He runs across the top (behind Jojo who is also up there), jumps to 
a nearby branch and leans forward, swiping at Susie who’s lying down in a 
hammock. Jojo leans forward as if to swipe at Azzizi. Azzizi runs away and 
Susie rolls out of the hammock. 

12:35 
Rollie is lying on the burlap sheet with her limbs raised up. She is grasping 
at her toes with her hands. Meanwhile, Susie is on a hammock and 
swinging her arms back and forth from underneath her. 
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Observation date:
10/27/09 

Duration:
1 hour and 1 minute

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo

Insights
The interaction between Susie and Azzizi in the first 10 minutes of the 
observation seems to be play. They are both in close contact with one 
another, often touching and holding each other. The space between them 
ranges from several inches to contact. Whereas most other gorillas have 
a much larger radius of personal space. These gorillas rarely touch each 
other, with the only exception being grooming, hitting or nursing, based on 
my observations.

Susie and Azzizi’s interactions include holding each others arms, touching 
the face and playfully tapping and tugging at each others limbs and bodies. 
Here, they are playing with each other and without any props or external 
artifacts.

Interestingly, Azzizi seems to be the one in control of the playtime. They 
both treat each other as “objects” and freely handled each other but there 
were several instances where Susie may have overstepped her boundaries, 
which resulted in getting hit by Azzizi. In these instances, Susie and Azzizi 
may be in play but Azzizi is the one who seems to be dictating “how far” 
the play can go.

The second incident of play could possibly have been when Susie swung 
across the habitat via grabbing onto the ceiling. Susie could have easily 
reached Azzizi by swinging in the vines or climbing the branches but she 
chose to use the ceiling grates. She also spent some time just dangling 
from the grates and swinging her feet. This seemed to be a playful gesture 
as it seemed to serve no other purpose.

A third instance of play may arguably have been inspired by Bahati. Azzizi 
may have been mimicking Bahati’s behavior when he banged against the 
walls and played with the burlap cloth. These behaviors happened almost 
right after Bahati engaged with the same behavior. Azzizi, may have been 
playing by himself or trying to elicit a response from Bahati.

He continued to play by himself by dropping the log against the fence. At 
this point, he may have wanted attention from another gorilla, since no one 
seemed to be willing to play with him. 

Lastly, Azzizi running towards and swiping at Susie may have been a 
playful gesture that was interrupted too early by Jojo. This series of events 
seems to suggest that Azzizi may have been in a playful mood but could 
not find a willing playmate. 

Unlike last week, the burlap sheet was not as pivotal an object. This week, 
only Rollie seemed to be playing by herself while resting on top of the 
sheet. 

Most of the play seems to have happened with the youngest gorillas, 
Azzizi and Susie. They spent most of their “play” time chasing one another, 
grooming, and touching each other. Rather than use objects in the 
environment to facilitate their playtime, they used the space around them. 
Both seemed to enjoy incorporating fixed structures of the habitat into 
their playtime, such as swinging through the vines and the ceiling to reach 
the other gorilla.

While the older adults, seem to incorporate more of the unfixed/mobile 
objects (ie. burlap sheets) to facilitate their play. Could the argument be 
made that younger gorillas incorporate their space and one another into 
their play, while the adults use non-fixed objects such as sheets and fabric 
to facilitate play?
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fig 1

fig 2
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fig 3

fig 4
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