
8.2 (Jim Hornor) and 8.3 (Eugene Limb) 
 
Here are two more responses that may be read against each other in an interesting way.  
They did not plan it, but both of these researchers focused on the same hatch (the 
technical term is “shift door”) for this exercise.  The first student watched the family’s 
activities around the hatch from 2:10-3:10pm and the second student watched them from 
3:19-4:15pm.  Together, these two responses once again show how different researchers 
can approach the same field with the same research constraints and produce different, yet 
complementary results.  They also remind us, once again, that even when we are 
meticulous in describing what we see, there may be other things going on that are 
essential for understanding what we observe. 
 
There is a back story to these responses which helps explain why these individuals 
independently decided to focus on the same object for this exercise as well as what they 
saw while doing so.  We did not know it at the time, but the zoo was getting ready to send 
two members of Kwan’s family to another zoo – a mother-daughter pair named Bulera 
and Madini.  Eventually, a small sign would be posted informing the public that the troop 
might not always be visible because they had access to their downstairs, off-site area for 
“animal husbandry reasons.”  Zoo staff would not explain to us why we never saw the 
mother-daughter pair Bulera and Madini during this time, however. 
 
In fact, the keepers were preventing these two females from joining the rest of the family.  
It was part of their protocol to try to soften the final separation of these individuals.  You 
can see the results of this for the three family members allowed to move most freely.  
They were all torn between wanting to follow their regular routine of being upstairs in the 
large, sunny, naturalistic space, on the one hand, and, on the other hand, wanting to be 
with their other family members who were not allowed to follow them.  It was 
particularly difficult for Kwan, the silverback, whose job it is to protect his family.  That 
job starts with making sure they all stay together, in his sight. 
 
Two weeks after the observation sessions reported on here, Eugene Limb was surfing the 
web and discovered a local Florida television station reporting that following a 19-hour 
drive, Bulera and Madini had just arrived at the zoo in Jacksonville, Florida. By all 
counts, these two females quickly adjusted to their Florida home.  Frankly, they never 
seemed especially thrilled with the young, over-reactive Kwan and he was quite a bully 
to Madini in particular.  The transfer was probably an excellent idea.  Of course, we 
would have felt much better if the zoo had taken the trouble to explain what was going 
on, as they do now.  The incident is a good reminder of both the undeniable evidence 
offered by watching closely as well as the limits to our understanding if we try to rely 
only on this kind of data. 
 
In the two responses, note first the statistics Jim provides on the family’s proximity to the 
hatch during the hour of his observations.  In the second response, Eugene also provides a 
statistical summary of hatch-related behaviors but he focused on how each of the gorillas 
interacted with the hatch.  Including filmstrip-style photos here was an excellent choice. 
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Jim Hornor

10.23.09

2:10 pm - 3:10 pm

Lincoln Park Zoo, 

Regenstein Center 

Observe and record the use of a particular object by the troop for which you will design your 
final project. This can be a fixed feature of the environment or any other object in the animals’ 
habitat.

Look at how the object is incorporated into the group’s activities (or not). How often is it used 
and for how long? In what ways? By whom? How does it affect or constrain animals’ behaviors? 
What behaviors does it elicit or prevent? In your view, what functions does this object fulfill? 
Does your observation of this object give you any insight into the priorities and relationships of 
any individuals in the group?

This of this assignment as “a day in the life of (this object)” where your constant focus is the 
object, regardless of who comes in and out of the picture around it.

I was late to class this week due to printer issues which had me a bit off. I also got an 
assignment returned in which I failed to do the assignment. Not a good start to the 
observation period. For this reason I was motivated to make a clear choice of my object and 
to really focus on the assignment as presented and not to get distracted. After observing the 
space for a few minutes and getting a sense of where all the member’s were, I decided on the 
large tree in the center of the space. From previous observations I knew that the tree was often 
used by multiple members for a variety of activities making it an interesting object to study.

Unfortunately, my morning continued on much the same track as it began and 7 minutes into 
the observation period the gorillas disappeared into their holding area. A few minutes after 
a keeper came out and posted signs saying the exhibit was closed for today and tomorrow. 
Although we were given the option to observe the other troop for the day, I decided that I 
wanted to stick with Kwan’s troop and to return later in the week.

I returned on Friday 10/23 in the afternoon. This was the first time I observed the troop not 
in the morning so was excited to see if anything was different. When I arrived I first noticed 
the lack of people, which I was very relieved about. The first thing I noticed was a large disc 
hanging from a tree. It appeared to be some sort of interactive toy of some sort. The next 
things I noticed were that the back hatch was open and Bulera and Madini were missing. The 
only members of the troop that were present were Kwan, Amare and Kowali.

After observing for a few minutes I realized I would need to switch objects because the tree 
was mostly used by Bulera and Madini who were absent. I instead chose the back hatch 
because I had never seen it open and the troop members were all oriented around it making 
me think that this anomaly had some sort of importance to them too.

Week 7: Object Mapping

I. Assignment

II. The stage
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III. Observations

For the purposes of this week I decided to limit the map area to the immediate area around 
the back hatch. I felt it was important to include some more information than just the hatch 
itself as the proximity of an individual to the hatch and to other troop members needs to be 
considered. If an individual is in not in the immediate proximity of the hatch, they will not 
appear on the map.

hatch
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Kwan picks at something on hatch ledge. He looks inside the hatch for about 15 seconds while 
he continues to pick. 

Kwan returns to looking towards the outside and stop picking. He brings arm down and sits 
with his back to the wall just to the left of the hatch. He is no longer in contact with the hatch.

Kwan sits with left side toward hatch. His left arm is resting on the hatch ledge. Amare and 
Kowali are sitting about 15 ft away in the corner behind the stump.

Through the open hatch can be seen a grate with a keeper area on the other side. There 
appears to be roughly 4 to 5 feet between the hatch opening and the grate and another 4 to 5 
feet from the grate to a white wall with some small piping on it.

Inside the hatch and tot he right there appears to be an opening to the outside that is closed.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

2:10 pm

2:13 pm
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2:15 pm

4 birds appear in the keeper area and alight onto the grate at the back of the hatch for a few 
seconds before flying away back into keeper area.

Kowali moves from corner and to 10 ft from the hatch. She lays on her haunches.

Amare follows 5 seconds behind and walks up to Kowali. For a moment they press their 
foreheads together before he sits with his back against her.

Kwan remains sitting beside the hatch.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:23 pm

Kwan sits up placing his hand on the hatch ledge so he can lean inside and look down.. After 
3 seconds he sits back again with his right hand on hatch ledge. He shifts so his body is facing 
the hatch. He alternates glancing into the hatch and then out into the enclosure. His body is in 
contact with the wall below the hatch.

Kwan picks at hatch ledge with right hand.

He continues to have his body oriented toward the hatch, but moves head to look around.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

2:27 pm

Kwan’s glancing between into the hatch and out into enclosure quickens with each being only 
a second or two in duration. Amare leans up and looks into hatch. 

Kwan stares into hatch. The left side of a keeper’s body appears in the hatch on the other side 
of the grate and then disappears. 

Kwan’s quick glancing ceases. Amare lays down again.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:30 pm

Kwan sits up and place hands on hatch ledge lifting himself up. He picks his legs up onto the 
hatch ledge and then drops over into the hatch. He quickly lowers the front of his body down 
and out of sight as if looking down and under something. Only the very top of his bottom can 
be seen poking up in the hatch. 

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

After 5 seconds Kwan sits back up. He leans over the hatch 
ledge putting his right hand on the ground. He puts his left 
hand on the hatch ledge and brings his legs up to the hatch 
ledge. He then brings his left arm to the ground placing his 
weight on his hands so he can bring his feet down to the 
ground. 

He moves out of the hatch vicinity.
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2:31 pm

As soon as Kwan has cleared the area, Amare moves to the hatch, lifts himself up to the ledge 
and sits looking in.

Kowali joins sitting on the ledge behind Amare for a few seconds before dropping down inside 
of hatch and sitting on ground. Only the top of her head can be seen.

Amare leans forward and looks down into hatch.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

2:32 pm

Kwan return to vicinity. Amare drops into the hatch with Kowali and they both move down and 
out of site.

Kwan sits by hatch eating food.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:33 pm

Kowali pops up into hatch. She sits for 10 seconds and then lifts herself onto ledge. Amare 
joins her. They sit for a second before Kowali drops down to the ground. Amare follows her.

Kowali leaves vicinity. Amare moves 10 ft from hatch and stops standing on all 4s . He sits for 20 
seconds and then leaves vicinity.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:35 pm

2:37 pm

Kwan moves out of vicinity.

Kwan re-enters vicinity and sit at end of log for 3 seconds. He is 15 feet from hatch. He moves 
over to grate on back side of keeper area and looks in for 30 seconds. He leaves area.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:42 pm

2:45 pm

Kwan moves into vicinity area picking up food  as he goes. He sits on the small log that is 
connected to the small tree. He sits eating. He is 5 ft from the hatch.

A minute later Amare enters the vicinity and sits on the end of the small log. He is 12 ft from 
the hatch.

Kwan moves to hatch and looks in. He sits back and eats more looking out into enclosure.

Amare moves to behind stump. He sits for 2 minutes before moving 3 ft closer to Kwan and the 
hatch and laying down.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:48 pm

Kowali enter and sit at end of log with back against bamboo. She is 12 ft from the hatch.

After 5 seconds Amare sits up and moves to Kowali.

Kwan shifts so left side is against wall and left arm is resting on hatch ledge.

Amare moves to beside small tree and lays down.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

2:55 pm

Amare sits up and moves over to Kowali and sits down. After a minute he lays down with her.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:58 pm

Kwan sits up and looks into hatch for 5 seconds. He turns and moves out of vicinity.

Kowali crosses to hatch and sits on ledge.

Amare follows and joins her on ledge.

Kowali drops into hatch and moves down and out of sight. Amare follows.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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2:59 pm

Kwan moves back into vicinity and sits  6 ft from hatch with his back against the wall.

A minute later Kowali reappears in hatch and climbs up onto ledge. Amare joins her.

They sit for 5 seconds.

Kowali drops to ground and leaves the vicinity. Amare follows.

Kwan remains still.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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3:04 pm

3:05 pm

3:10 pm

Kwan sits up and moves to corner by the keeper area. He stands looking into grate for 5 
seconds before leaving area.

Kwan re-enters vicinity and sits at end of log. He eats. He is 15 feet from hatch.

After two minutes he moves from the vicinity.

No members are in the vicinity of the hatch.

Amare

Kwan

Kowali

Amare

Kwan

Kowali
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IV. Summary

Distance to hatch

Touching (0 ft)
Inside 

5 ft

10 ft

15 ft

20 ft

Out of vicinity

2:10 pm 2:30  3:10 pm2:50

Amare            Kowali               Kwan

Before I dive into the summary it’s important to explain an assumption I made based on 
pervious observations. On a previous visit I witnessed the troop entering the space through the 
front hatch. All entered but Bulera who for some reason was held up in the holding area below. 
Kwan displayed many of the same behaviors of waiting around and looking into the hatch that 
he did during this observation. For that reason it is likely to assume that Bulera and Madini had 
exited through the back hatch and were being held below for a reason unknown to me.

The hatch ended up being a fascinating object in regards to the different types of power that 
were displayed in relation to it. First there was the waiting. Kwan, how is the silver back and 
dominant member of the troop, was being waiting for most of the observation period. This 
was shown by his sitting in front of or near the hatch during most of the observation and his 
frequent glancing at and in the hatch. In this way the hatch became an object of power. It was 
the thing that held the two missing members of the troop. 

Furthermore the distance relationships between the individuals and the hatch was a clear 
reflection of the power hierarchy in the troop.

As is shown in the graph above, Kwan spent the majority of time with in 15 ft of the hatch with 
most of that time in contact with it. Of the 60 minutes of observation, he was only more that 15 
ft away for roughly 7 minutes. Furthermore he oriented his body towards the hatch and was in 
constant contact with it.

Amare and Kowali on the other hand were as close as they could get give that Kwan is the 
dominant member and therefor gets the closest position. But, the moment he would leave the 
area they would both move into it climbing inside of the hatch. As soon as he would return the 
would once again distance themselves. 

When I think about it, its kind of odd in that waiting in itself is a lower power activity. Yet, Kwan 
was the one who could wait right at the source while the others had to keep their distance. In 
this way the act of waiting gained an aspect of power.
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It was a really interesting exercise to look at an object and see how it is used by the troop. To 
see how the object is imbued with power and used to reinforce hierarchies. I definitely lucked 
out with my choice seeing as two of the troop members were being held through the hatch. It 
created a fascinating observation.

It makes me wonder the object we give power to. Not because they are powerful objects but 
because of what they represent to us. Some objects are powerful because of their function, like 
weapons. But some have power only because of what they represent. 

I didn’t have much difficulty with time recording this session because there were no constraints 
on that. I find it easier to observe and time keep when I am able to just take it as it comes and 
not impose a formal structure on things.

Hopefully I followed the assignment this week!

V. Reflection
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Date of report: October 27, 2009
Date of observation: October 20, 2009
Duration of observation: 1 hour, 3:18pm - 4:18pm
Location of observation: Lincoln Park Zoo - Gorilla House

Eugene Limb

Assignment

Preface

Object Mapping 1
Observe and record the use of a particular object by the troop of gorillas for which you will design your final 
project. This can be a fixed feature of the environment or any other object in the animals’ habitat.

Look at how the object is incorporated into the group’s activities (or not). How often is it used and for how 
long? In what ways? By whom? How does it affect or constrain animals’ behaviors? What behaviors does it elicit 
or prevent? In your view, what functions does this object fulfill? Does your observation of this object give you 
any insight into the priorities and relationships of any individuals in the group?

Think of this assignment as “a day in the life of {this object}” where your constant focus is the object, regardless 
of who comes in and out of the picture around it.

Needless to say, there were a number of obstacles and false starts that I faced before I could delve into 
this week’s observations in object mapping. Twenty minutes after deciding to observe a particular vine 
in Kwan’s habitat, the entire troop was removed and the habitat went “off-exhibit due to husbandry”. 
Although I moved to Jojo’s habitat in hopes of observing there, I ran into the difficulty of learning the 
troop members’ names as well as the difficulty of fighting the huge crowd of onlookers that were present 
that day. I felt my observing would suffer as a result. Hence, I resorted to returning on Saturday but, 
when I arrived at 11am, I discovered that the zoo was hosting a number of halloween-related events, 
bringing in an enormous mass of visitors and, on top of that, the Primate House was closed altogether! 
Finally, after I made some inquiries at the information desk, I returned the same day at 3pm and was 
pleased to find that the number of visitors in the zoo returned to normal and that the Primate House was 
fully open.

Kwan’s habitat was not completely normal, however. The most notable change was that the “northeast” 
entryway (directionality is based on my maps where the wall is “north” and the viewers are looking in 
from the “south”) connecting the habitat to a back room was open. Also, one of the large glass doors 
connecting the habitat to the outdoor environment was cracked open about 2 feet. And, lastly, I realised 
much later in my session that Bulera and Madini were missing from the habitat altogether. Initially I 
assumed they were both lying down out of sight in their beds up high, but after not seeing them for some 
time I tried looking all around the habitat and never found either them. Considering the husbandry, 
halloween events, and the missing troop members, it seemed that this was an atypical week for Kwan’s 
troop and I acknowledge that this likely had some degree of effect on the troop’s behaviors today.

In light of the circumstances, I decided to take advantage of what was unusual and chose the open 
entryway in the habitat as my object to observe [sketch 1, photo 1]. The northeast entryway is a roughly 
5’x5’ hole in the wall that is normally blocked with a dark-colored board. When opened, the entryway 
appears to be about 1-2 feet deep, made of concrete, and about 2-3 feet up from the ground. It is difficult 
to see what is on the other side of the entryway except that there is a space surrounded by metal fencing 
for the gorillas to sit as well as a path for them to descend below ground level. Beyond the gate there is a 
white wall with a yellow light fixture shining a sparse warm light into the area, in contrast to the bright 
cool light coming into the habitat from the outside.

For the purposes of this report, and to help with my jottings, I refer to the viewable habitat space as 
the “inside” while the space beyond the entryway is the “outside”. Also, when I began my note-taking 
I intended to write from the first-person perspective of the entryway in order to change my mindset 
and center everything around the object in question. While this seemed helpful at first, I gradually and 
unknowingly switched back into my normal perspective. However, this attempt should be noted when 
viewing my field notes to clarify my use of personal pronouns.



Observations

Object:

By this time of the day, it was a sunny but chilly 40-50 degrees. There were small paper signs posted along the 
viewing windows of Kwan’s habitat explaining that his troop had “access to off-exhibit areas and, therefore, that 
they would not always be visible”. The Primate House had a moderate number of viewers, including families 
and small children, but overall it was relatively quiet in spite of the mayhem of the halloween events earlier in 
the day. As the Primate House was closed until 2pm today, Kwan’s troop had the privilege of some extra respite 
earlier.

Observations are recorded in the first-person perspective of the entryway. “Inside” refers to the viewable-exhibit 
habitat space, the “outside” refers to space beyond the entryway.
3:19 - Kwan briskly stepped on me to get outside. He first mounted my bottom ledge with his two hands, then 

stepped up with his right foot, then left, and proceed to step off to the outside. He sat down next to me 
with his head still visible to others in the habitat.

3:20 - Kowali and Amare came a couple feet from me and simply looked through at Kwan. They then came in 
and all three of them disappeared into the “abyss” [beyond the entryway, the gorillas would occasionally 
go down below-ground to a place completely obstructed from view].

3:22 - Kowali came back and went back into the habitat, but in her own special way: she grabbed my upper 
ledge [there must be something for her to grip from above there] and hoisted her feet onto my lower 
ledge and then proceeded to walk through. She was immediately followed by Amare, then Kwan.

3:23 - Kwan returned and stepped on me to get back outside. Shortly thereafter, Kowali also returned and 
stepped onto my ledge for 3-5 seconds. In that time, Amare stepped onto my ledge with his left foot and 
climbed up on Kowali’s back. Kowali stepped outside and then simply sat next to me with Amare still on 
her back. Two minutes later, they disappeared down the abyss.

3:26 - After a few moments of silence, Kowali came back up and stepped on me to cross back into the habitat. 
Amare followed her 2 seconds later, and then Kwan immediately came 1 second after that.

3:29 - Kwan walked right up to me, placed his elbows on my ledge, and leaned his upper body down on me. 
His head appeared to be looking over me into the abyss. He only did this for a few seconds before he 
pulled his body off and sat next to me. [His hand was in a fist... did he grab food from the outside 
room? Is food stored there?]

3:31 - Kowali came by and hurried over me into the abyss. A moment later, Amare climbed up onto my ledge 
and sat there for 1 minute. He sat with his legs bent in front of him and his torso hunched forward, 
using his arms to lean against my lower ledge [sketch 2]. He faced west and essentially blocked the 
entryway so that nobody could easily walk through. 40 seconds into his sitting, however, Kowali 
emerged from the abyss and noticeably wanted to step back through me. Amare shifted his body 
forward, further to the west, to make room for Kowali, who used her prior technique of lifting herself 
in with her arms to get through. Amare left seconds later and I was abandoned for the next 10 minutes, 
pondering life: why am I open today? Why am I only being used by Kwan, Kowali, and Amare?

3:41 - Kwan returned and this time he had his own unique way of stepping through me. He first planted his 
left hand on my ledge, then laid his right forearm flat across as well. He paused for a second like this 
before bringing his left foot, then right foot, onto my ledge and then stepping all the way through.

 30 seconds later, Kowali climbed up onto me and sat for 10 seconds, leaning her back against my east 
side. Mere seconds after Kowali arrived, Amare also climbed up onto my ledge to the other side of 
Kowali. After the 10 seconds, Kowali stepped off to the outside and, 5 seconds later, Amare followed 
after her.

3:43 - Kowali stepped back through me into the habitat, followed by Amare, followed by Kwan. [Why do they  
always come back into the habitat in this order?]

3:44 - Kwan sat down right in front of me, looking through to the outside for about 10 seconds. He then 
leaned his torso against my lower ledge again - and once again, he planted his left hand first, then 
brought his right forearm to down to support his body [photo 2]. 8 seconds later, he climbed through to 
go outside.

3:45 - Amare came and sat on my ledge for a few fleeting seconds. He had to quickly leave me and return to 
his habitat because Kwan was emerging from the abyss and required room to climb through. He did so 
with no problem.

 Seconds later, Kowali climbed over me in another interesting fashion: she first hoisted her butt onto my 

Northeast entryway between the habitat and an “off-exhibit” room.



ledge to assume a sort of sitting position. She then swung her legs up onto me and then swung them 
down to enter the outside room.

 Seconds after her, Amare came up and sat on my ledge again. He stayed with me for a couple minutes.

3:47 - Kowali climbed back over me, in her two-arm lift style, maneuvering herself around Amare as she did so 
[photo 3]. Amare then followed her into the habitat, per usual.

3:38 - Kwan sat down next to me facing west, eating something with his left hand and resting his right arm 
across my bottom ledge (much like a truck driver rests his arm along his driver side door’s window 
frame). 15 seconds later, with his right arm still fixed on my ledge, he brought his left hand up to 
support his body and then climbed through to go down to the abyss again. Only a minute later, he 
resurfaced and climbed back through me, but this time he had a leaf of lettuce in his mouth. [There is 
food in the abyss?]

3:51 - Kowali sat on my bottom ledge, leaning against my east side, facing west. For 2 minutes she sat on me 
playing with her right foot using her right hand and occasionally picking at my west side with right 
hand. Meanwhile Amare sat down next to me looking at his mother. After 2 minutes, Kowali climbed 
back down to her habitat and walked away. Amare followed her.

4:00 - Kwan sat in front of me very briefly then crossed over me to go outside. 20 seconds later, Kowali 
climbed atop me: she planted her right hand on my ledge and then pushed up with her right foot so 
that her body sort of hopped onto me. She sat. 2 seconds later, Amare also came and sat on me next to 
Kowali. 45 seconds later, both Amare and Kowali simultaneously climbed off and went back into the 
habitat. I found this curious until I saw Kwan’s head emerge. He walked over me back into his habitat 
while chewing on food.

4:02 - On the outside, past the gate a few feet away, there appeared to be a zoo staff member who walked 
passed. A moment later, the warm lights from the outside turned off!

4:03 - Kwan came and leaned his torso on my ledge again. He only did this for 5 seconds and then pulled out 
and sat in front of me in the habitat side, with a biscuit-looking object in his mouth. He just sat there, 
chewing for 2 mintues.

4:05 - Kwan, still chewing and with a biscuit sticking out of his mouth, climbed over me to return to the abyss.

4:06 - Amare goofily climbed atop me and lied down. By “goofily”, I mean that he was very playful and child-
like about it, arms flailing and body contorted.

4:07 - Kowali stepped on me, climbed over Amare and went down into the abyss.

4:08 - Amare stepped off of me and followed his parents down into the abyss.

4:09 - Kowali emerged and climbed over me back into the habitat. Amare then came to my ledge as well, but 
then he paused for 10 seconds and looked back down into the abyss [perhaps he is waiting for Kwan?]. 
Once Kwan was about to re-emerge, Amare climbed down into the habitat and Kwan followed. [photo 
4]

4:15 - Kowali climbed up onto my ledge and sat against my east side. 20 seconds later she got up and went 
back into the habitat, perhaps because Kwan sat down nearby?

Reflection A diagram [diagram 1] charts the quantitative activity pertaining to the entryway across the hour, showing 
when an individual settles next to it, leans on it (as Kwan did several times), climbs on top of it, and crosses 
through it, and the relative amount of time spent for any one of these. It is a concise and easy-to-view map of 
how it was superficially used each minute.

Based on the map, a number of initial facts can be gathered. To start with an obvious one, Kwan, Kowali, and 
Amare all used it frequently. Kwan passed through it a total of fifteen times, Kowali, twelve, and Amare, eight 
times. While Kwan was the only one to lean against it while being on the ground (and he did so four times), 
he never stayed on the ledge of the entryway for a substantial period of time, whereas Kowali did so three times 
(for durations of 2 minutes, 45 seconds, and then 20 seconds, respectively) and Amare 5 times (durations 
lasted 1 minute, 15 seconds, 2 minutes, 45 seconds, and 1 minute 40 seconds). I suspect that this was a result 
of size and that such a narrow ledge (it is about 1-2 feet wide) only gets more uncomfortable to sit on the larger 
you are. Thus, for Kowali and Amare the entryway was more than just a passage way to the other side, it was 
also a place to sit and settle for short periods of time.



On the topic of size, it is also curious to note the various methods each individual used to travel across the 
entryway. Being only roughly 5’ x 5’, this is likely not the ideal size for a silverback, and being a couple feet off 
the ground this may be an occasional annoyance for a young gorilla, but each individual seemed to adjust to 
it appropriately, although they all used the standard climbing-on-all-fours approach most often. I personally 
noted three times that Kwan climbed over the entryway by leaning his forearm against the ledge instead of his 
hand - I assume this allowed him to stay lower and, thus, fit more easily through the passage. While this was 
probably effective, he still seemed limited in the ease with which he could use the entryway. He certainly could 
not go through it as quickly and haphazardly as the others. Kowali, being a medium-size, walked through the 
entryway in a couple brisk manners: first, she grabbed the upper ledge with her arms and hoisted her body 
up onto the ledge and, secondly, she nearly hopped onto the ledge butt-first. The size of the entryway seemed 
perfect for Kowali, but was a physical constraint for Kwan. Nonetheless, this certainly did not hinder him from 
using it as he still passed through it fifteen times, more than anybody else.

It was very interesting to see a sort of order to the way the troop used the entryway. There were four instances 
when all three troop members were “outside” at the same time. In each of those four instances, although they 
may have all exited outside at different times, they always entered back in as a group (i.e., within seconds 
of one another) and always in this order: 1) Kowali, 2) Amare, 3) Kwan. Even when it was just Kowali and 
Amare that were outside, Kowali would re-enter first, followed by Amare. Without fail, moreso than in any 
other circumstance I observed on any other day, Amare always followed Kowali closely when she was near 
the entryway. Perhaps Amare was afraid of being left by herself if Kowali left without her? Curiously, neither 
Kowali nor Amare were ever outside by themselves with Kwan. Kwan was always outside by himself or was 
accompanied by both Kowali and Amare.

The entryway, likely, was not originally conceived to be a resting place or meeting area, but was simply a 
passage for the gorillas to enter and exit the habitat. It has, however, become a sort of “water cooler” for the 
habitat, where various members gather and loiter. For further study of this element of the habitat, I would like 
to learn what lies on the other side. I would also greatly like to see how the use of the entry might change or 
not change if Bulera and Medini are also sharing the habitat.
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diagram 1 charts the use of the entryway across the hour, showing when an individual settles next to it (‘front 
of’), leans on it (‘touching), climbs on top of it (‘ledge’), and crosses through it, and the relative amount of 
time spent for any one of these. The arrow shows directionality and the color indicates which individual is 
performing the activity: blue - Kwan, green - Kowali, orange - Amare.

Kwan Kowali Amare



Photos

photo 1 the entryway

photo 2 Kwan had an interesting method of entering where he would anchor his left fist on the ledge and 
lean in with his right forearm rested flat on the surface



photo 3 Kowali uses her two-arm hoist technique to lift herself onto the ledge and then maneuver around  
Amare

photo 4 - Kowali re-entered through the entryway first. Amare then followed up on the ledge as well, but 
then paused for 10 seconds and looked back down into the abyss (perhaps waiting for Kwan). Once Kwan 
was about to re-emerge, Amare climbed down into the habitat and Kwan followed.











 


