
 
These next three responses have substantial overlap in the focus of their fieldwork.  They 
each chose to watch the same troop of gorillas at about the same time.  This provides 
another interesting opportunity to see how different researchers respond to the same 
exercise and field.  
 
7.6 (Jennifer Sculley) Once again, this student gives us great context for her work, 
providing us with necessary background to interpret what she has done.  She estimates 
time and distance, separates later completions of her field notes with brackets, keeps 
reflections and questions in a separate column from direct reporting of her data.  (There’s 
a wonderful note here in her reflections about her notes on what happened at 11:19.)  The 
use of green font to further highlight power-related events is simple and effective, as is 
the use of translucent color bars over various parts of the habitat photo to highlight areas 
of interest due to status behaviors. 
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Tuesday, October 14th, 2014

Observation report: 
power
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

In this power and status exercise, I will be focusing on the family troop 
and looking for evidence of: 
1. Less powerful individuals not doing what they seem to want to do.
2. More powerful individuals resisting changing their behavior for a less  
powerful individual.

I am also looking out for:
1. Privelaged spaces
2. Privelaged time (sequence)
3. Privelaged time (duration)
4. Waiting or interruption

Reflection/explanation notes from 10.20.14 are noted in the column to 
the left. Duration in seconds noted in observations were “Mississippi” 
seconds. Distances noted in observations are “best guess” estimations. 
[Additions to flush out sentences from field notes in brackets.]

Context
We are not doing interval research this time, so I timestamped my 
notes just for context; they do not follow any particular pattern. It was 
cloudy during this observation. I still refer to locations and objects by the 
shorthand I developed in the previous exercise:

Quadrant

Height
High: at or above the horizontal partition 
between glass panes (pink)

Middle: not touching the ground but below the 
division between panes of glass (yellow)

Ground: on the ground or on an object which 
touches the ground, like the log (blue)

Recollections & interpretations
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Items

  Rope
 Bamboo
 Hammocks 1, 2 and 3 (H1, H2 and H3)
 Perch 1 and 2 (P1 and P2)
 Tree
 Stump
 Log
 Roof

Observations
10:45 a.m. observation begins. It’s cloudy/rainy outside. 

10:46 a.m. Bahati is in P1, Kwan is on the ground in Q3, Rollie is on the 
roof and grabs a leaf of lettuce that Nayembi dropped.

Bana is by the shed door. She goes [from by the shed door to Q6 by the 
window] for biscuits. Kwan comes up behind her and they all walk away.

10:50 a.m. Kwan takes lettuce leaves, but didn’t take biscuits. Kwan takes 
a big heap of dried grass up to the roof.

10:52 a.m. Rollie sits in hammock 3 after sitting on bamboo.

10:54 a.m. Rollie is climbing the fence and gett...[I didn’t finish my 
thought here.]

10:56 a.m. Kwan leaves the roof and pauses on bamboo up near perch 
2 and sits there for over 2 minutes. When he moved, Rollie moved over to  
Q5.

11:00 a.m. Nayembi takes the grass Kwan had put on the roof. 

11:01 a.m. Rollie takes romaine and [illegible] and licks it and sits on log.

11:02 a.m. Bahati moves from perch 2 to roof. Kwan is still on bamboo. 
Bahati goes to ground and Kwan follows.

Recollections & interpretations

10:46 a.m. This one may be obvious, 
but Rollie probably was able to grab 
the lettuce Nayembi had because she is 
her mother. Had it been the other way 
around, or with two adult gorillas, that 
may not have been the case.

In the case of the biscuits, this was 
interesting because from what I remember 
from this moment, Kwan did not take any 
biscuits either. I don’t know if he was just 
walking behind her for another reason 
and this interaction was completely 
unrelated to the biscuits, or if it was 
because he didn’t want her to have any.
I didn’t note it but I believe she also 
had Patty with her, walking behind her 
hanging onto her back with one hand, 
and Kwan followed them both up and 
they walked toward Q5&6.

10:50 a.m. I am very curious under what 
circumstances Kwan goes up and sits on 
the room. I have only seen him do this 
a couple times and have not figured out 
what the common link is. Almost all of the 
rest of the time he is on the ground.

10:56 a.m. I started counting the duration 
Kwan sat on the bamboo in Mississippi 
seconds but stopped when I got past two 
minutes and he was still up there. It struck 
me to count the duration of this activity 
because it was unusual for any of the 
gorillas but especially him to sit in that 
position, and I assumed it would be short 
and in passing, but it wasn’t. I believe 
Kwan’s movement set off a flurry of 
activity that lasted the next few minutes.

11:00 a.m. I’m not sure whether Kwan 
realized that Nayembi took the dried 
grass Kwan had put on the roof.

11:02 a.m. I’m not sure if someone 
moved from the roof, triggering Bahati to 
go to the roof. It would have been helpful 
if I had noted each gorilla’s location so 
that I could note displacement/vacancies 
better. Kwan was on the roof at 10:56.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

11:04 a.m. Bahati grabs a paper bag and romaine and returns to perch 
2, then Kwan moves to the Q1 side of the shed and leans against the 
shed.

11:05 a.m. Rollie sits in the window corner of Q3 and Nayembi comes 
from hammock 3 to join her. 

11:07 a.m. Kwan sits on the Q3 side of the shed. He eats something out 
of a [yelllow] strip hooked on the [inside of the] fence.

11:09 a.m. Kwan is outside, sitting on the log. He grabs plants from the 
ground outside.

11:12 a.m. Returns inside to Q3 then up to the roof. Eats the greens 
leaned up against the back wall. 

11:14 a.m. Bahati came down and is eating a treat through the fence 
with a piece of grass as a tool. 

[According to Chris, Kwan went up to the roof, Rollie went up and Bahati 
came down to the ground.]

11:19 a.m. The kids stole the plants Kwan brought back [from outside], 
then Rollie lunged at them from perch 2 to hammock 3 [where the kids 
were], to grab some and when Rollie came down, Bahati [had to move].

11:24 a.m. Bahati got it [the plants], Nayembi tried to swipe it but Bahati 
slightly pulled it away in perch 2.

11:25 a.m. Nayembi got a little piece of plant that fell from Bahati.

11:30 a.m. Dude [zoo employee starting to give a presentation] says they 
are going to do a token exchange. Kwan does it. 

11:33 a.m. Kwan goes back [to the Q1 side of the shed]. [The kids had 
a token] and were wrestling on the roof and dropped the token [to the 
ground].

11:34 a.m. Kwan picked up the token [and got a reward]

11:36 a.m. Rollie and Nayembi are on the roof. Nayembi takes a ride on 
Rollie’s back. She [Rollie] goes to Perch 1 then outside, Nayembi stayed 
[inside] on the small tree. Bahati goes to Perch 1 eating. Bana and Patty 
are in hammock 3.

11:04 a.m. As I’m writing my notes, I 
wonder if one gorilla following another 
can be either subservient or more like they 
are following you to make sure you’re 
following the rules.

It wasn’t apparent at the time, but Kwan 
going to sit by the shed could have 
been his way of claiming the activity. I 
don’t know whether they called for him 
specifically or whether the activity was 
open to anyone. 

11:12 a.m. Maybe he goes up to the roof 
when he has something he doesn’t want 
anyone else to have. When he left the 
greens up on the roof I don’t know if that 
meant he was done with them or if he still 
expected others not to touch them.

11:14 a.m. I note that the kids don’t seem 
to know the power rules yet. Or, if they 
know them they don’t seem to follow them 
yet. I believe that others said they saw 
that Bahati was the last to get the treat 
through the fence.

11:19 a.m. I wrote “Bahati had to move” 
but I don’t know that that’s true. I should 
have written, “Bahati moved.”

11:24 a.m. I don’t know whether Bahati 
got the plants because no one else 
wanted them or if no one else cared or if 
she was entitled to them somehow.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Insights

Instances of less powerful individuals not doing what they seem to want to 
do and more powerful individuals resisting changing their behavior for a 
less powerful individual.

Time Less powerful More powerful Item/space/effort
10:46 a.m. Nayembi Rollie Dropped lettuce leaf

10:46 a.m. Bana Kwan Biscuits
10:56 a.m. Rollie Kwan ?
11:00 a.m. Kwan? Nayembi? Dried grass
11:02 a.m. Kwan? Bahati? Roof/Ground
11:05 a.m. Nayembi Rollie N comes to R
11:14 a.m. Bahati Everyone else? Treat behind fence
11:19 a.m. Kwan? Nayembi & Patty Plants
11:19 a.m. Nayembi & Patty Rollie Plants
11:19 a.m. Bahati Rollie Transit space
11:24 a.m. Nayembi Bahati Plants
11:33 a.m. Everybody else Kwan Token exchange

Privelaged spaces
• Roof (Kwan seems to prefer this space when not on the ground)
• Transit space (when two need the same space to get to their 

destination one has to get out of the way)
• “Ownership” seems to shift beween the first and second perches on 

the back wall (based on previous observations as well), but I don’t 
know what determines who goes where. Intuitively I feel like the 
second perch in Q3 is more desirable, but I have not confirmed this. 

Privelaged items
• Lettuce
• Biscuits
• Dried grass
• Treats
• Plants from outside
• Tokens/rewards

Privelaged time (sequence)
• For the plants, the order went 1) Kwan, 2) Nayembi & Patty, 3) Rollie 

(a try and a fail), 4) Bahati

Recollections & interpretations
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Privelaged time (duration)
• Kwan did the token exchange the remainder of the time we were 

there. [The guide said that he has not yet let anyone else do the token 
exchange.] It seems he can do this as long as he wants, or until the 
keepers end the exchange.

Waiting or interruption
• Bana was interrupted by Kwan while trying to eat the biscuits.
• Rollie tried to interrupt the kids eating/playing with the plants from 

outside.
• It seems that Bahati had to wait to take her turn with the treat behind 

the fence. 
• Everybody besides Kwan is waiting to participate in the token 

exchange, except the kids, who picked up a token but didn’t seem to 
know what to do with it.

Reflection

Does what you see resonate with, complicate, or challenge what you think 
you’ve already learned about the status hierarchy within this group? 

Filling out the chart above made me realize that in many interactions its 
very unclear how power is really being expressed. For example, when 
Nayembi took Kwan’s grass, was Nayembi displaying power by taking it, 
or was Kwan displaying power by allowing her to take it without incident? 
Or, is it possible they are both displaying power they believe they have? I 
would like to understand more about the role of permission in power.

Something as simple as Kwan following Bahati from her station on perch 
2 to the ground seems to challenge the way I would guess things would 
work. I would assume that Bahati might follow Kwan places, not the other 
way around. However, I don’t know whether that is a sign of her leading 
him, or him being kind of like “yeah, get moving.”

The majority of the displays of status seemed to involve Kwan, Bahati, Rollie 
and the kids. Bana did not seem to be involved in many shows of status 
during this time, although she does use her status over Patty when she wants 
to keep her close. It seems for now the kids are exempt from the system. 
Perhaps Kwan, Rollie and Bahati seemed more active in displays of status 
because they have the most status to defend or the most status to gain.

Recollections & interpretations
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, October 20th, 2014
Exercise seven, option one: Power

Observation date: Tuesday, October 14th, 2014
Duration: 51 minutes (10:45 a.m.–11:36 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

If your goal was to disrupt your subjects’ existing status hierarchy as much 
as possible, what single temporal or spatial feature of your field would 
you change? How would you change it?

Even though I still don’t fully understand it, the placement and height of the 
various resting places (roof,perches, hammocks) around the habitat seem 
to be very significant. Since it seems the silverback is #1 by default, he 
would be able to sit in it when he wanted, and the #1 female could use 
it when he didn’t want it, but beyond that, the #2 and #3 female would 
have to find a different way to express their hierarchy and there may be 
more opportunity for changes in status if the physical space they occupy 
doesn’t express their status. A single transit route or item like bamboo or 
rope to this one resting place seems like it could also result in clashes that 
can currently be avoided.

However, maybe different spaces would just become significant in the 
same way the current resting places are. 

While not necessarily a spatial or temporal feature, I also thought about 
how food is given. Perhaps if the lowest ranking gorilla’s preferred food 
was given first or most frequently, it could disrupt the hierarchy. I’m very 
curious where the humans rank in the gorillas’ world, who they see as in 
charge and how much the humans can actually do to influence them.
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Tuesday, October 14th, 2014

Field notes: 
power
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