
 
7.1 (Caroline DeWick) New alliances, new dynamics, and a new, particularly disgusting 
behavior are par for the course in a new gorilla troop. This time, a student who excels at 
temporal-spatial interval work also returns to the basics, focusing entirely on interactions 
between the bachelors.  She sees power negotiations everywhere. 
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Notes:
 
* Power v Status: power is not necessarily earned, 
always relative, distributed, based on relationships. 
Can you use power to convince others of status? 
Status is earned, granted to you by others, 
constantly negotiated, can influence things. How 
will this affect Bana now that she has a baby? 
Bahati is status hungry. Rollie is the peacekeeper - 
diffuses power battles. 

I. Today’s Assignment: Power Option I.

Think with as much of the field as you possibly 
can, using whatever is available to think about 
expressions of power in the field. 
Track any instances in which one individual seems 
to assert power over another. These may be seen 
1) when a less powerful individual refrains from 
doing what she or he seems to want to do and/
or changes what she/he is doing because of what 
another individual does, is doing, or wants to do. 
Such instances also include times when a 2) more 
powerful individual resists changing whatever 
she/he wants to do, regardless of what the less 
powerful do or want to do, or might wish the more 
powerful would do.

Pay attention to what appear to be preferred or 
privileged spaces and times. Be sure to watch 
periods of waiting. 

Does what you see resonate with, complicate, or 
challenge what you think you’ve already learned 
about the status hierarchy within this group?

If your goal was to disrupt the existing status 
hierarchy in a particular troop as much as possible, 
what single temporal or spatial feature of the 
gorilla’s lives would you change? 
How?

II. Context: 

I will be observing the bachelor troop today, 
Saturday, the 20th. It is incredibly crowded at 
Kwan’s troop’s habitat due to the new baby and 
it being a weekend. The bachelors, on the other 
hand, are not getting as much attention. Azizi is not 
with the other three, nor in the cage on the side, 
so I think it will be interesting to see who acts like 
the leader today - especially with special pumpkin 
treats and massive crowds. 

III. Observations 

3:00 pm, 20/10/12
Umande seems to be more in control today 
for the bachelor group. He is up in the higher 
branches at the very top of the habitat where the 
keepers have windows. He darts down, wildly 
swinging from the vines. Mosi moves out of the 
way quickly and does so clumsily as he previously 
laying in the hammock, head arched over the 
side looking upsidedown towards Umande. They 
exchange looks as they are briefly in front of 
one another, arms outstretched above, grasping 
vines. Mosi bears his teeth ever-so-slightly and 
Umande (I cannot see his face to see if he has 
flashed his teeth as well) brushes past him in 
an aggressive manner down towards the stump 
by the shed where Amare is slouched against 
the wall, fingers latched into the fence above his 
head.

Soon, Umande heads outside. Nothing besides 
curiosity or boredom seem to prompt this. The 
same behavior and dominance occurs once 
more. Amare has followed Umande out, and Mosi 
follows Amare. Mosi attempts to initiate play 
with Amare, slapping him lightly and running to 
a bush from which he pulls off some leaves, but 
Amare runs ahead towards Umande, slowing as 



he gets near. Umande faces him and seems to 
give out a silent warning to settle down because 
Amare backs away from him and heads inside 
rather quickly. Mosi also yields to Umande in this 
fashion, stopping all playful behavior, and follows 
Amare in. No play occurs and Umande seems to 
be acting as if he is above that now. This seems 
unusual. 

Note: Azizi is not in sight. He is not in the cage next 
to the habitat but Amare sits longingly against the 
fence at the shed like he did when Azizi was in the 
adjacent cage. Can he hear him? Is he hoping Azizi 
will show up in that cage? 

The 3 are staying very close to the keeper’s fence 
of the shed. Amare in particular spends a lot of 
time there. Arms and fingers interwoven in the 
fence. Looking inside. 
Umande is up on the stump by the fence, facing 
Amare with his body, but not field of view. He 
scans the habitat constantly. Amare and Mosi are 
on the ground. Mosi is slightly outside, and back 
to the right, of the “triangle” they are forming. 
Mosi plays in the woodchips, foraging, avoiding 
eye contact. 

Umande turns his back from the other two. 
Amare and Mosi start to move around in the 
corner by the keeper’s fence and stump. They 
begin to play, but it seems aggressive. Mosi is 
hitting Amare pretty hard and Amare is fighting 
back by biting. Umande comes over quickly to 
break it up. Amare has started to head up the 
ladder. Umande turns around again and Mosi 
uses this as an opportunity to provoke Amare 
once more. He reaches for him, hits him in the 
genitals, smells it. Amare moves up the ladder 
another rung. Mosi calms down. The air settles. 
All are sitting. 
Umande comes towards the glass where I am 

sitting, seems to give a quick hello. Amare heads 
outdoors for leaves, following Umande. Amare 
returns inside quickly, looking over his shoulder 
the whole time, did he steal the tasty leaves? Is he 
afraid Umande will be angry? Umande follows him 
inside quickly and closely. They both head back to 
the fence corner. Mosi has been slowly following 
both of them around. On his way outside and 
inside he walks across the half-exposed trunk in 
the ground to tight-rope-walk. On his way in, he 
stops on the trunk to urinate. He also defecates 
into his head and proceeds to put it in his mouth. 
He smashes it into a patty with his tongue and 
teeth and turns his head. I cannot tell if he has 
consumed it or just spat it out. (Need stronger 
stomach for this! Geesh!)

Amare now initiates play with Umande. Umande 
is uninterested and hardly pays attention to 
Amare’s attempts. Amare heads to the upper 
left nest when he sees that no play will occur. 
Umande watches him and climbs higher into the 
central tree. Amare leaves the nest and goes 
atop the shed. Mosi now springs into action and 
climbs into the now empty nest. Umande keeps 
surveying the habitat, on watch. Amare heads 
down the ladder after about 3 minutes of rest 
atop the shed. Mosi follows, lazily swinging down 
the vines. Umande heads directly for the stump 
again. 

They seem to have regular spots in the fence 
corner: Umande on the stump, Mosi off to the 
side on the ground, back slightly against wall, 
and Amare in the corner against the fence and 
wall - one hand’s fingers grasping the metal 
netting, the other hand cupped to his ear, can he 
hear Azizi?

The little door on the right opens, Amare 
immediately heads in. Umande is next. Mosi 
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pauses at the threshold, looks back, and then 
follows. The door closes and they are out of sight. 

3:48 pm

IV. General Insights
It seems Azizi’s introduction to the younger 
bachelors has not been fruitful. At first, he put 
Mosi in his place with a bit of a beating that 
left some still-visible scars, but Mosi seemed 
to understand this. Mosi knew his status was 
lower than that of Azizi and was willing to get 
past it and just be friends. Azizi was not able to 
reach Umande in the same way though, and now 
Umande seems to be acting as head-gorilla for 
the boys. 

A few weeks ago when Azizi was in the adjacent 
cage, Umande was very clear with his stance 
and behavior and lip-flip that he did not want 
Mosi, and especially Amare, getting anywhere 
near Azizi. He hardly wanted them even looking 
in Azizi’s direction. This was soon after Umande 
took a beating from Azizi, but his behavior of 
running the show, so to speak, has not gone 
away even though Azizi has. This is especially 
interesting because Umande is the smallest 
gorilla in the troop and is much younger than 
Amare. It seems both Mosi and Amare have 
elevated Umande from companion to leader and 
Umande’s personality has changed with this 
status upgrade. 

Umande no longer participates in play and seems 
to look at Amare and Mosi with a warning glare 
when they initiate it or try to get Umande in on 
the fun. Umande is also constantly surveying 
the habitat now. He keeps an eye on where 
Mosi and Amare are at all times and changes 
his positioning to be higher than they are. He is 
also frequently leading the others on excursions 
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outdoors. He is also snacking much less and no 
longer grasps the straw like a security blanket. 

V. Further Analysis
Challenges:
First, it was challenging to be at the zoo during 
such a busy time. I always wonder how the 
crowds affect the gorilla behavior and it is 
still difficult to tell if it even does. It was also 
challenging at first to look for power-roles 
among the bachelors. It was almost immediately 
clear though, that Amare and Mosi were yielding 
to Umande and this was quite surprising - 
especially since Amare and Umande were 
cuddle-buddies just a few weeks ago with no 
worries of who’s the boss. 

What worked well:
I think the topic of power was a great observation 
to do with the bachelors, especially with the 
absence of Azizi. It was interesting to see that it 
doesn’t matter how big you are or how old you 
are - if you assert yourself as the leader and the 
others go along with it - well then, you’re the 
leader. It was also interesting to see how this 
role so drastically altered Umande’s behavior. 
He is no longer the young carefree gorilla I met 
in September - he is now the watchful, no-
nonsense, stump-sitting head honcho. 

Surprises: 
I was surprised how much power and status in 
the gorilla world is similar to that of the human 
world. When an adolescent is nearing adulthood, 
or wants to be recognized as such, they tend to 
scoff at play, boss others around, and generally 
be more on guard/protective of those they 
perceive to be not as experienced or ready for 
adulthood. This was how Umande seemed to be 
acting. His run-in with Azizi a few weeks ago left 
him wounded and angry and he turned that into 
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secluding Azizi and getting the others to do what 
he said. He has further assumed the leader role 
with where he sits in the habitat, how he surveys 
the enclosure now, and his limited time sitting 
around lazily snacking. He seems to be a very 
alert young man now with little time for fooling 
around or playing tag.

I was also surprised how Amare and Mosi seem 
to go along with this new status of Umande. They 
were both very close with him though, so I can 
understand how they would trust him enough 
to be lead by him. I think this is bringing Amare 
and Mosi closer with one another as they are 
initiating play - something I have not seen from 
the two of them yet.

Next time
Next time I would like to see if Azizi is let into 
the adjacent cage and how that impacts the 
bachelors. I have a hunch that Umande would 
continue to be very protective of his friends and 
forbid them from getting close. I feel like this 
would add to his status of leader and further 
seclude Azizi from the troop. I would also like to 
pay closer attention to attempts at play. I think 
this is one of the things that Umande specifically 
avoids and tries to discourage now that he has 
assumed a leadership position. 

Follow up/Concentration
Answering our main question for the assignment, 
if I were to disrupt the status hierarchy in the 
bachelor troop as much as possible, I think it 
would be interesting to eliminate all possible 
levels in the habitat. This would mean no trees, 
no nests, hammocks, and especially no stumps. 
I think this would be a very interesting sight 
to take in as the stump seems to serve as the 
throne for the bachelors and that whoever the 
leader is needs to be at the highest point. 

Another tactic in throwing off the hierarchy would 
be to distribute the food differently. If it weren’t 
just all scattered around, and perhaps had to be 
earned from the keepers, or was scattered above 
in the top section of the habitat as it is now, or 
was given to all three at the same time, how 
would this change the bachelors? I think Amare 
would be less scared to eat the tasty leaves if 
feeding time happened for all 3 concurrently. 
Umande would no longer have the power over 
him and scold him - he’d be too busy eating. 
If food was scattered up top, I think it’d be 
interesting to see what that did to the “king of the 
mountain” situation that happens. Would Mosi 
and Amare go hungry? Would they have to plot to 
be super sneaky about getting food? Would more 
fights break out? Also, since eating is what Mosi 
does most of the time, what would happen if he 
had specific meal times? What would he fill his 
time with? Would boredom encourage him to play 
more? Would he assert himself over Umande 
because he’s bigger and older?

I think it would also be interesting to eliminate 
the indoor fencing of the habitat. This seems 
to be a window into the zookeeper’s world and 
offer sight/sound/smell of the other gorillas (ie 
Azizi) that may be lurking somewhere out of the 
public’s view. If Amare could not hear or smell or 
catch a glimpse of Azizi, perhaps he would start 
taking a bit more of a leadership role because 
he is the next oldest and would no longer have 
a place to mope about Azizi. Perhaps this would 
also calm Umande’s testosterone and he could 
go back to being playful and easy-going. This 
might also change how much attention the 
gorillas pay to the crowds. If they no longer have 
access to their keepers at the fence, perhaps 
they would look towards the glass more for a 
familiar face. 










