
6.8 (Sally Wong Limb)  The sheer elegance of the solution contained in this response to 
the problem of how to re-present three-dimensional data is unsurpassed.  No one has 
done a better job than this researcher of showing the three-dimensional chess game that is 
life as a Lincoln Park Zoo gorilla.  Layers, arrows and, of course, color are combined in 
what, in retrospect, seems both an obvious and extremely effective way of telling the 
story of this data.  It is quite different from the way in which she collected it.  A final 
panoramic view of the space was also both an obvious and effective element of the story 
– albeit one that many ethnographers might not think to include.  
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Sally Wong, 10/12/09

Observation date:
10/5/09 

Duration:
50 minutes

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo

Assignment: Spatial Mapping II
Focus on the inside habitat. Create a spatio-temporal map of how 
environment is used. Observe and track movement through the 
space to see how it’s used. Note timing, sequences and durations 
of occupancy.  

Set up
Normally observations start at about 11:30, but this week it was 
an hour early. Additionally, this was the morning where the zoo 
does its monthly emergency drills. So, prior to the opening of the 
habitat, the zoo tested its alarm system, while I couldn’t observe 
the gorillas, I wonder if the blaring siren had any effect on the 
troop? 

In any case, perhaps it was because of the mix of forboding 
weather and the early start to observations, but the habitat was 
mostly empty. I decided to focus on the inside habitat for Jojo’s 
troop not only because of the poor weather but also because I 
would have a mostly clear and unobstructed view of the entire 
space. Outside, there are too many obstructions that would make 
it easy to lose troop members. 

Once inside, I spent about 10 minutes observing Jojo’s troop 
from afar. This period of time helped me to acclimate to my new 
posture, since for the past assignments, I have always found myself 
pressed up against the glass jotting down all minute activity 
details. For those 10 minutes, the troop seemed much more active 
than usual. Most members of the troop were moving and very few 
were laying down and resting. 

At the chimp house, zoo workers were spraying down and cleaning 
the habitat. Two members of Jojo’s troop became intrigued 
and moved to the corner of their habitat for a better view. They 
seemed fascinated by the cleaners. Does this mean the workers 
clean the gorilla habitat earlier as well?

Additionally, there were a two female zoo staff making 
observations in the ape house. One lady has a PDA in her hand 
with stylus, pressing into it every few minutes. Another lady 
happened to be an intern and was instructed to memorize the 
names of all the apes. With her help, I was able to identify all 
members of Jojo’s troop. Unfortunately, I soon lost track of their 
names.

The habitat was divided 
into 3 regions across the 
y axis to represent various 
heights. The habitat 
is then divided into 7 
sections where the gorillas 
spend time.
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10:44 (50 min)
Makari is eating and 
repeatedly looks up from her 
food at an intern who’s taking 
notes outside the window. 
Intern happens to be holding 
a bright yellow book and tells 
me Makari is use to having a 
lady read to her weekly.  fig.2

10:41 
Bahati seems to 
be sleeping or 
resting on ledge.

10:41 (6 min)
G3 Jojo is resting

10:41 (17 min) 
Rollie seems to 
be sleeping. 

10:42 (10 min)
Susie climbs to top 
of bamboo in C3 and 
eats. (10 min)

10:42 (6 min)
Tabibu is lying on her side., 
facing the window.

10:43 (5 min)
Azzizi enters inner 
habitat and goes to C1 
to forage. He picks up 
a blanket and climbs 
up to H3. Spends 
about 5 min eating.

Observations

10:41 TO 10:47

Key:
Time (Duration space is occupied by individual)
Jojo 

Bahati 

Makari 

Tabibu 

Rollie 

Susie 

Assisi 

Blue areas indicate 
space is occupied 
by troop member
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10:52 (7min)
Susie  swings down to 
C1 and proceeds to lie 
down faced forward.

10:58 
Walks to A1, pauses 
for 5 secs. Walks 
behind tree in H1, 
pauses again for 
about 20 sec. Then 
turns around and 
walks in front of tree 
and begins to forage 
in C1 for about 35 sec

10:48 (6 min)
Moves across habitat 
from C1, pauses at  B1 
and eats.

10:48 (6min)
With blanket in hand, 
Azzizi walks across 
tops of bamboos next 
to Jojo

10:54
Slides down bamboo 
to ground and drinks 
water from notch on 
wall (10sec). Walks to 
H1, pauses for about 3 
secs then walks to C1 
and begins foraging 
next to Tabibu.
fig.1

10:48 TO 10:58

10:54 (>5min)
Moves across habitat back to 
C1  and sits by the window
(missing at 10:59)

10:48 (10 min)
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11:03 (2 min)
Moves over to D3 
ledge. Leans forward 
over the edge and 
seems to be observing 
the troop. 

11:04 (4 min)
Forager comes in from D 
area opening, with food 
in mouth. Proceeds to 
climb across vines and up 
to C3. She climbs into a 
hammock and begins to 
eat her food.

10:59 TO 11:09

10:59 (4 min)
Enters habitat and 
moves across C1 to H1 
then swings up to H3 
and proceeds to release 
herself and eats. Right 
before she leaves area, 
she pulls at nearby 
bamboo towards herself 
and releases (playing with 
it?) 

11:06 (12min)
Climbs to hammock 
in D3 and continues 
observing the troop.

11:00 (2 min)
Sits up and proceeds to 
forage in area. 

11:02 (4 min)
Leaves for outside 

11:06
Returns with food 
in hand. Climbs to 
C2 vine and eats for 
30secs. Moves towards 
E2 hammock and 
continues eating there 
for about 6 min.

10:59 
Leaves for outside 
habitat.

11:09 (6min)
Moves to D3 area where she 
pauses (5 sec). She then 
moves to the ledge on D3 and 
sits.

10:59 (10 min)
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11:16 (2min)
Enters habitat and begins 
foraging in the area.

11:18
climbs up to vine in C2 
area. Pauses for a short 
while. Swings back down 
and moves to the door in 
D1. With both hands, grabs 
onto side of window wall 
and aggressively shakes the 
entire wall for 2 secs then 
leaves for the outside. fig.3

11:10 TO 11:20

11:18
Bahati leaves hammock, 
swings down vines and 
leaves habitat from D1 

11:12 (4min)
Susie leaves her 
hammock, climbs down 
branches to E1 and rests 
with Makari

11:16
Both Susie and Makari are  
yelling loudly. Susie moves 
quickly to the side, about 
1 feet away from Makari. 
Both stop screaming. 
Susie returns to Makari’s 
side and seems to be fine. 
Susie then goes to C1 and 
looks out windows.

11:17 (1 min)
Tabibu climbs on vines 
and pauses in D3 area. 
She is balancing on a vine.

11:14 (1 min)
Stares directly at Jojo 
for about 1 min. Looks 
down and walks to his 
area. And turns so her 
back to Jojo

11:15
Jojo walks over to 
Tabibu and proceeds 
to engage in sexual 
activity with her for 
about 15 secs. Jojo 
climbs off her.

11:16 (1 min)
Tabibu climbs down to 
H2 and rests on a vine.

11:10 (10 min)

11:18 (1 min)
Tabibu swings down vines 
very quickly to C1 area 
where she rests for about 1 
minute then leaves
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Note: At this 
point, I lost 
track of the 
gorillas as they 
entered the 
habitat. Those 
in black are 
unidentified 
troop 
members. 

11:21 TO 11:31

11:22 (9 min)
Gorilla moves across 
ground and climbs 
vines to H3 and rests.

11:22 (9 min)
Gorilla moves across 
ground and climbs vines 
to C2 where it balances 
itself on a vine.

11:22 (4 min)
Gorilla moves across 
ground to B1 and rests 
against the window
fig.5

11:22 (4 min)
Gorilla walks to corner 
nook and lies down in 
the nook.
fig.4

11:27 (4min)
Jojo slides down 
bamboo and pauses 
on the ground. He is 
looking out the fence, 
where a zoo keeper is 
engaged in some work. 

11:28
Jojo moves to A1 area 
where he picks up a 
burlap sheets and starts 
playing (?) with it, using 
both hands. He puts 
down the sack and 
starts shifting the grassy 
bedding around . After 
several seconds, he lies 
down on his side, facing 
the fence where the zoo 
keeper is still working.

11:28 (3 min)
Climbs up bamboo to top 
of G3 structure.

11:28 (3 min)
Leaves nook and climbs 
up fence to window 
where she is perched 
on a small ledge. She 
is standing bipedally, 
looking out the window 
and down at visitors.
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Insights
This week’s assignment produced a number of insights into how 
the troop uses its habitat. By visualizing the use of space and time, 
I began to see spot patterns of use.

For example, Jojo never left the habitat and spent the majority of 
the time occupying one primary area (46 minutes). Oddly enough, 
this area is one of the highest points in the habitat and I have never 
seen Jojo in such a high place. While Jojo occupied that space, 
only 2 other gorillas entered this region: Azizi (Jojo’s son) and 
Tabibu, whom he engaged sexual activity with. I began to wonder 
if there is any relationship between the space and the physical 
activity. Is this the only place where Jojo will engage is sexual 
activity? Why Tabibu?

Immediately afterwards, Tabibu seemed to go into an especially 
active state. In the 4 minutes after, she travels through 3 different 
regions, across varying heights, and spends about 1 min in each 
region before leaving the habitat. 

Similar to Jojo, Mukari had limited activity outside of the space she 
occupied. In fact, she is the only individual who spent the entirety 
of the observation in a single space. The only other gorilla who 
entered into her area was Susie, who she ended up fighting with! 
Is Mukari depressed? Has she been ostracized by her community? 
Why is she not leaving her space?

Additionally, the area with the most activity seems to be in C 
and H. This is the area with the most number of branches and 
vines. The activities unique to this area seemed to be defecating, 
and only from the top most regions. I did not notice the gorillas 
defecating anywhere else. 

Napping, on the other hand, seemed to take place in the 
peripheries of the habitat: corners and ledges.

In general, it seemed that few gorillas spent time in the middle 
region of the habitat but instead were on the ground or high up. 

For past assignments, I have mentioned that the observations felt 
like I was missing the forest for the trees. This assignment, however,   
began to tie together the relationships between individual 
members with the locations in the habitat.

One of the biggest difficulties with this assignment was observing 
7 troop members at once while noting the duration of time they 
spent in each of their areas. This became especially difficult when 
there was simultaneous movement across the habitat. It was also 
particularly difficult because I am still in the process of learning 
their faces, so when several troop members enter the habitat at 
the same time, I find it hard to catch all their names. This was the 
situation in the last ten minutes of the observation and instead of 
wasting time to remember their faces, I simply noted the different 
parts of the habitat they went off to.

Sally Wong, 10/12/09

Observation date:
10/5/09 

Duration:
50 minutes

Location:
Lincoln Park Zoo
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Panoramic view
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fig.1

fig.2
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fig.3

fig.4 fig.5



119



121



123






