
4.6 (Mark Supert) If I were naming this report as the work of art it is, I might call it “Circles.”  
First, we have excellent, color-coded photo callouts that introduce us to the space as well as the 
locations in that space where the action will be played out by our main characters.  The mom’s 
spaces are indicated by white circles, we learn, and the daughter’s by the blue circles. 

Then, we have the summary diagrams, themselves.  The decision to summarize proximity 
between mother and daughter by placing the mother in the center of concentric circles is brilliant.  
This is an accurate depiction of the daughter’s cognitive world as well as the relatively sedentary, 
anchored behavior of the mom and the more active, exploring behavior of the daughter.  Adding 
in the location of the dad on the next diagram is the piece de resistance.  Flanking these 
diagrammatic re-presentations of location with summary charts of proximity measurements is 
another superb choice. 
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The goal of this observation session is spatiotemporal observation and adding the additional measurement 

of space on top of time. In the previous observation session, I just focused on the total length of an 

observation and the duration of activities that occurred within those observations. For this exercise, I again 

focused on a specific individual and looked for proxemic data. I intended to observe the location of the 

individual within the habitat and the spatial relationship with the other gorillas in the habitat. This exercise 

focused more on the negative space between the individuals and not the positive space and the particular 

activities occurring within that space. The activities are subordinate and the focus is the distance.

For the last two observation sessions, I focused on Azizi in the bachelor troop. For this exercise I returned my 

focus to the family troop and specifically Bana. I have not spent any significant time observing Bana, and her 

daughter Patty. The majority of my time with the family troop has been with Kwan as his behavior has been 

a bit easier to track and take notes on. I wanted to look at the relationship between Bana and her daughter 

Patty, but also begin to look at Kwan’s spatial distance in the relationship. Kwan is the father of Patty. Bana 

was much easier to focus on than Patty alone, and she was a much larger target and easier to not get mixed 

up with other gorillas, as I have done so several times with Patty and Nayembi. I do actually get Rollie and 

Bana mixed up, but I was able to really hone in on her for this exercise.

I used the same framework for this observation in tracking time as I did last session. A 20 second interval has 

been a productive keyframe for me as I’m able to gather sufficient information without providing too much 

cognitive processing as I reflect and take my field notes. In the past when I’ve tried shorter times, around 10 

seconds, I didn’t feel like I was collecting enough data. When I’ve tried longer times, between 1 to 2 
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minutes, I’ve had trouble recollecting the activities that occurred within that interval. I wasn’t able to focus on 

the subjects for the alotted time.  

I began the observation session at about 10:30 am. I set the timer on my phone to 20 seconds and observed 

Bana and her surroundings for those full 20 seconds without taking any notes. I then spent between 2-3 

minutes taking my field notes. I wrote down brief decriptions of where Bana was and the location of Patty 

in proxmity to her. I also began to take note of where Kwan was in relation to Bana. At the end of each field 

note I recorded an approximate distance of proximity between Bana, Patty and Kwan. These distances are 

mapped out in a radial graph in the succeeding pages. All distances I note are not scientific measurements, 

but rather estimates of the approximate location between gorillas and their location in the habitat. 

At the start of the session, there was food in the habitat and many of the gorillas were eating. [I believe 

the food was placed in there recently as there was plenty of it.] The bachelor troop had not been released 

into the habitat this early, so that was another consideration when I decided to focus on Bana. Because this 

exercise focused more on space and location, I tried to break the habitat down into three distinct locations 

to make it easier for me to understand where Bana and Patty were throughout the observation session, but 

also so it was easier for me to come back and identify patterns and relationships based on my field notes. 

[This was more of a mental template, but it did help.]

The first section of the habitat that I identified I called “left”. [Keep naming conventions and cues simple!] 

This is where the tree stump and hanging ropes are. This location was frequented early in the observation 

by both Bana and Patty. Bana sat on the tree stump and on one of the branches. Patty remained in relatively 

close distance as she sat next to Bana, or was within reach on the ropes. The furthest away she got was when 

she was on the ground, which reached a maximum distance of approximately 12 feet. The range of distances 

between Bana and Patty was less than a foot to about 12 feet. Kwan sat in this area on the ground pretty 

frequently, although he didn’t sit too close when Bana or Patty were in the area. [Kwan seems to sit in the 

same location on the ground near the glass.]



The second region of the habitat is the “middle” and I identified this as where the large perch and hammock 

are. These are two of the most popular locations that provide a high point of view. Bana spent a lot of time 

on the perch. When she was on there, Patty was in a wide range of distances from her including less than 

a foot to more than 30 feet when she was climbing on the walls on the far right part of the habitat. Much 

of Bana’s time was spent on the perch where she was either resting on her or back side, sitting upright and 

eating food, or just sitting upright and watching Patty. When Bana was in this location, Kwan was again on 

the ground, in one of the three locations, the “left”, “middle” or “right”. He still kept a distance of at least 

10 feet away. The last region of the habitat that I identified was the “right”, where there was a lot of hay on 

the ground and provided an easy access point for Patty and Nayembi to climb on the wall. Patty spent a lot 

of time here climbing with Nayembi or by herself when Bana was sitting on the platform. Bana didn’t always 

keep her eyes on Patty when she was climbing. [She didn’t seem too concerned about Patty’s safety and 

seemed to trust her].

3 Regions of Family Troop Habitat

Left: Tree Stump and Ropes Middle: Perch and Hammock Right: Hay and Grated Wall



The white circle to the left shows the approximate 

position of where Bana is in the region. She spent 

most of her time sitting on the tree stump in this 

location. The blue circles show the approximate 

position of where Patty was in the region in relation 

to Bana. She was either in close proximity to Bana 

and by her side, or she was on the ground in front of 

her. Because Bana was much more sedentary and her 

movement wasn’t as dynamic, I used a single circle to 

show where she was the majority of the time within 

that area.



The white circles below show the approximate position of where Bana is in the region. 

Bana spent much of her time on the perch in various positions, including sitting upright 

and resting on her side or back. The blue circles show the approximate position of where 

Patty is in the region. Patty was much more active and she spent her time either very close 

to Bana or very distant when she was climbing on the walls.
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Throughout the session, there was a wide variety of distances between Bana and Patty. Kwan typically stayed 

at least 10 feet away from both of them. When Patty was climbing on the right wall she was in very close 

proximity to Bana, sometimes even in her lap, but if not, she was usually less than 6 feet away. When she 

was climbing on the wall with Nayembi, Bana didn’t seem to keep her eyes on her and was trustful that she 

wouldn’t put herself in a compromising decision. Whenever Bana would move to a different location Patty 

would follow her and then either stay with her or climb on the wall. Th only time she left Bana’s immediate 

presence was when she decided to climb. 

 

Kwan seemed to have his favorite positions to sit on the ground and he would remain there and allow Bana 

and Patty to move, which is what usually happened. There never seemed to be any conflict between Bana 

and Kwan, but there was always just a good distance between the two. When Kwan moved int a certain 

area, it seemed like Bana knew to move and give Kwan his space.

This observation session was extremely difficult as I didn’t know how to best approach it. I used the fixed 

duration of 20 seconds for my observations as that worked well in my last two sessions. I didn’t focus much 

at all on the duration and types of activities within each of these 20 seconds, as I was so focused on the 

spatial relationship between Bana and Patty, and then eventually throwing Kwan into the mix to see how his 

movements influenced those of Bana. I think going forward for this type of observation I need a template. 

I would use one that’s a photo or map of the habitat where I could easily mark down the number of times a 

gorilla moves and stayes in a particular area. I could then add layers to this and show where other gorillas 

are in location to the position of the selected gorilla. If I begin to use templates, then I can have a greater 

opportunity to collect additional data such as the types of activities and the duration of them.
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Appendix: Field Notes







 


