
 



4.5 (Jennifer Scully) No fuss, no muss:  frequency summary charts boil this kind of data right 
down to its essence.  They also provide an excellent device for a researcher who wants to check 
herself and make sure she’s gotten the data she was supposed to go after. You can’t fill in a chart 
like this if you didn’t get the data.  

 Look how this researcher separated out the three data points where the gorillas’ identities 
became unclear, too.  No one else would have known if she fudged it and pretended these were 
the same gorillas throughout the session.  Science doesn’t let us do that, though.  Accuracy and 
honesty are our constant mandates.  This is best practices, indeed -- as are her continued, careful 
notes on the entirety of her process.  

Note the many re-presentational forms of the data in this report.  There are written descriptions, 
interpretive notes, bird’s eye mappings with a most judicious use of color, and numerical charts.  
All of these depended on the way in which this student collected the data and recorded her 
observations in her notebook, of course.  You will recognize the simple line template she used 
from the book.  This zigzag might be meaningless to anyone not familiar with the habitat of the 
gorillas she was watching, but it served an extraordinarily useful purpose for this exercise – and 
should be recognizable in the finished bird’s eye mapping in her report.  
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Tuesday, September 23th, 2014

Observation report: 
spatio-temporal mapping 1
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

In this first spatio-temporal mapping exercise, I will be recording proximic 
data for individual gorilla’s spatial relationship to other gorillas at regular, 
predefined durations of time. First I will observe for a fixed period of 
time, then I will spend a fixed amount of time recording what I observed. 
Specific topics I am watching out for are what rules seem to guide how 
much space the individual keeps around them in different situations and 
where they are situated in certain situations.

Reflection/explanation notes from 9.29.14 are noted in the column to 
the left. Duration in seconds noted in observations were “Mississippi” 
seconds. Distances noted in observations are “best guess” estimations. 
[Additions to flush out sentences from field notes in brackets.]

Context
Lots of people have just entered. It’s sunny out. I am choosing to focus 
on Kwan again for ease of identification. I’m recording his proximity to 
others. I will start with 30 seconds of watching and 2 minutes and 30 
seconds of recording.

Observations
Estimated distance from Kwan (in approximated feet)

Time Bahati Bana Patty Rollie Nayembi
10:33 a.m. 5 8 8 20 20
10:39 a.m. - - - - -
(10:00 a.m.) 15 30 33 10 9
10:46 a.m. 15 30 34 10 10
10:51 a.m. 7 7 - 7 -
10:56 a.m. - - - - -
11:00 a.m. 10 7 12 15 17
11:02 a.m. - - - - -
11:04 a.m. 12 7 14 17 14
11:07 a.m. - varies varies - -
11:10 a.m. 10 - - - -

***columns don’t correlate to columns above; identities became unclear***

A B Patty C Nayembi
11:14 a.m. 17 10 12 25 25
11:18 a.m. 13 10 12 25 25
11:20 a.m. varies varies varies 25 25

Recollections & interpretations
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

From 10:33 a.m. to 10:39 a.m. for this 
time I was talking to Chris about who is 
who so I can continue to identify them by 
name. 

At 10:39 a.m. I resume my interval of 
30 seconds observing, 2 minutes and 30 
seconds of recording.

This 10:00 a.m. timestamp is incorrect. 
I think the timer I was using might have 
read 10 minutes. I estimate this datapoint 
occurred around 10:43 a.m. After taking 
this datapoint I decided to change my 
interval timing to 2 minutes observing, 1 
minute recording.

I am not recording my position in this 
exercise because I can’t see everyone 
from one position, so I move around to 
note each gorilla’s position.

Estimated distance from Kwan (in approximated feet)
Time Bahati Bana Patty Rollie Nayembi
11:24 a.m. 5-8 (varied) - 15-20 - 15-20
11:28 a.m. 15 - 15 - 15
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10:39 a.m. Bahati was laying on her stomach with her feet crossed [up 
against a rod of bamboo] near Kwan. Kwan was sitting and chewing a 
branch. Rollie and Nayembi went outside and Kwan charged over to the 
south corner of the habitat. 
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

At 10:51 a.m. I tried using an app 
designed for 5k training that tells you 
when to start and stop running, but the 
interval was not right and couldn’t be 
customized. I am still looking for a good 
interval timer that I can customize that will 
give me audio cues. I decide to extend 
the recording period because I have a 
hard time identifying and recording the 
location of each gorilla, particularly if 
they are far away from each other, facing 
away from me, or hard to see.

10:46 a.m. Kwan is still chewing the branch. 
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At 10:56 a.m. I note that everyone (the 
gorillas) is moving too frequently and I 
decide to take some time to draw out my 
next several map templates to see if that 
helps. In hindsight, I should have done this 
in addition to shortening the observation 
time rather than lengthening it. The 
problem I was encountering was that the 
gorillas were making large changes in 
location during my observation period 
that I was unable to keep mental track of.

10:56 a.m. 
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11:00 a.m. Kwan is on the ground far from all of the other gorillas.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

11:02 a.m. Kwan stands on all fours and moves. He is still far from 
everyone because he is ont he ground, 9 or 10 feet below where the 
females and kids are.
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11:04 a.m. Kwan is chewing. His foot is stuck out to the side.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Between 11:07 a.m. and 11:10 a.m. I 
noted that I was changing my interval 
to two minutes of observation, and two 
minutes of recording.

At 11:10 a.m. I note that I am having 
trouble with this assignment.

11:07 a.m. Kwan moves towards the north corner of the habitat.
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11:10 a.m. Kwan is sitting, leaning to his right.
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11:14 a.m. Kwan rolls over onto his back with his right arm [resting] on 
his head, and then moves it and rests it on his chest. His feet are held up 
in the air. His left hand is wrapped across his body. Nayembi and Patty 
are up high near the ceiling very near one another, touching at times.
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11:18 a.m. Kwan is on the ground and laying on his left side facing the 
back [wall of the habitat.] His left arm is across his body as if hugging 
himself. Nayembi and Patty are [hanging from] the ceiling.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

11:20 a.m. Kwan popped up and is on all fours looking towards the 
glass.
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11:24 a.m. Kwan was sitting with his bakc to the glass and sighting 
very straight. He then quickly moved to the left. [Perhaps reacting to 
Bahati moving in his direction.] He then jumped up to all fours.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

11:28 a.m. Kwan is sitting, glancing toward the ground. He then leans 
forward.
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Insights

Overall, Kwan kept relatively close to all of the females and babies most 
of the time. For instance, he wasn’t outside while they were inside or in 
an opposite corner. I don’t feel that my measurements were accurate or 
consistent enough to draw more of a conclusion about his relationship 
to each individual based on these distances. However, when one of the 
females moved, he seemed to move as well. He seemed to do this in an 
alert manner. Very quickly popping up from a seated position, charging 
and stopping very quickly in another location, rather than sauntering 
along next to the female in a relaxed manner. 

I learned from Chris that the distance the females put between themselves 
and Kwan is significant and can be linked to “flirting” and trying to get 
Kwan’s attention.

I also wondered whether the vertical distance between Kwan and the 
others was as significant as the horizontal distance. For instance, if Kwan 
was sitting right underneath where Patty and Nayembi were playing, 
maybe that is significant because it’s as close as he can easily get to them, 
whereas if that same vertical distance was horizontal distance, he may 
feel farther away from them.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 29th, 2014
Exercise two: Spatio-temporal mapping 1

Observation date: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014
Duration: 60 minutes (10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Reflection

This exercise was very difficult for me. Toward the end I realized that a 
shorter observation period and a narrowed scope would have helped me. 

Identification of the gorillas was also a big challange. Because my 
recording period was so long, when I looked back I had no way of truly 
knowing who was who or even who was gorilla A, B or C.

What worked well was when I had my maps predrawn out so that all I 
had to do was quickly mark the gorillas’ locations as quickly as possible. I 
think this could be formalized into a template.

One thing I would like to do is spent some time actually measuring the 
parts of the habitat I can access so that its accurate, and spend some time 
figuring out the actual sizes of the various elements in the enclosure. I think 
this would help me to know how far the gorillas are from each other and 
increase my accuracy. I think I could do this if there was a standard or 
known distance in a photograph of the enclosure, like a door that is 8ft tall 
or a tile that is one foot by one foot. Some floorplans are also available as 
public record and that is something I would like to look for.
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9.23.14 

Field notes: 
spatio-temporal mapping 1
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