
4.1 (Jorge Angarita)  In this response, we see a nice sampling of elements – distance 
measurements, a beautiful diagrammatic re-presentation of the field and individuals’ 
locations, and a written narrative that succinctly summarizes the session and it’s take-
aways.  There’s even a little half-hearted, sexy drama, for good measure.   
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Jorge Angarita – Oct. 02 2012 
Lincoln Zoo RCAA -Kwan’s troop
1 hr. Observation [1o:45 - 11:48] – Sept. 18, 2012

1. Restate the assignment
Observe a single gorilla [Kwan] and create a spatio-temporal map for that individual, focusing 
particularly on its relationship with the other individuals in the habitat.
What rules appear to guide how much of a cushion of space the individual keeps around 
himself under different circumstances –in relation to other individuals, different parts of the 
habitat or during different types of activities.

2. Set the stage
This week we wanted to start our observations earlier to be able to catch the Gorillas in a 
more active state. We headed towards the RCAA at around 10:45 and as we walked there I was 
focused planning my observation session, but that process ended quite abruptly. It turned out 
that the RCAA was temporarily closed for a film crew, this made us focus our attention on the 
three bachelors that were outside. Amare, Umande and Mosi.
After a few minutes curiously observing the introduction process that the bachelors had been 
facing we were allowed in the RCAA, but unfortunately for us observers, their habitat was 
screened to facilitate a less stressful introduction. 
At Kwan’s habitat we were able to witness for the firs time some of the conditioning exercises 
that Gorillas complete with a touchscreen. When we arrived Kowali was immersed on a simple 
sequencing exercise, she had to touch first an “O” and the an “X” to receive a treat, otherwise 
the screen would flash red and she would have to do it again.
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3. Report observations
When the observation begun Kwan was seating by himself on the East corner of the 
habitat, in the middle of the fake bamboo forest. All the females in the group were at 
least 2 to 3 meters away form him, most of them on the “canopy” away from the fl oor.
Kowali was doing sequencing exercises on the touchscreen, these went on for at least 7 
minutes but surprisingly nobody else seemed interested in what she was doing
Kwan was occasionally paying attention to the researcher administering the exercise 
but he was not showing any signs of wanting to take Kowali’s place.
On the contrary Kwan seemed calm as he was observing around him. He sat for several 
minutes (as shown on the cover photo) while the females appeared to be rested and 
moved around him slowly. None of them showed any sign of wanting to approach him, 
and they maintained a safe and constant distance around him of about 3 meters.

Bana started doing some of the exercises on the touchscreen, she showed great skill, 
but Kwan grew more and more curious about this activity and unfortunately for her 
he decided to take her place. Surprisingly the researcher administering the test quickly 
turned it off  and left. Kwan has to learn not everything can go his way.
He sat next to the monitor by himself for a while until he realized that the researcher 
was probably not coming back. Then he moved back to his original position.
The apparent quietness was broken when all the females were up on the canopy resting 
and Bana decided to go down near where the researcher was. Kwan got a glimpse of 
her and started moving in his direction. Her position in the habitat didn’t allow her to 
move out of the way fast enough, she was practically cornered and had no option but 
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to let Kwan do as he pleased. He started mounting with little enthusiasm and after a 
few seconds he let her go. At that moment Bahati came down close to Kwan. It was 
hard to tell if she was off ering herself to Kwan or was merely trying to distract him as 
Bana went away.
Kwan showed no interest in pursuing Bana or Bahati,  instead he started moving in 
Bahati’s direction but he just pushed her out of the way and left for the outside. It was 
not immediately apparent why he was behaving in such a way.
At the precise moment when Kwan left, the inside of the habitat came to life, the 
females started interacting with each other in a way that was distinctly diff erent, at 
appeared as if by knowing that Kwan was no longer there they were free to move 
around without hesitation.
Kwan was out of sigh for about two minutes, in which the females moved around freely 
and changed spots.
When Kwan came back inside he went up the keepers cage roof, where Susie was at 
that moment.  She stayed put in relatively close proximity to Kwan, about a meter away 
but this only lasted a few seconds and she slowly moved away to another spot.
The observation ended with a spatial arrangement that was similar to the one observed 
at the beginning. Kwan was occupying an empty volume of  about 3 meters in radius 
and all the females were scattered around as if they were trying to avoid that space.

4. Summary of general insights gained
There appears to be an invisible space around silverback Kwan that the females in his troop 
try to avoid. This space is only broken by Kwan himself when he moves around the habitat or 
when he decides to approach a female with clear intentions.
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Kwan’s presence also appears to disturb the social order and female interactions in the group.
This became evident when he left the habitat, the females in the group started behaving 
distinctly differently and appeared to move freely and interact with each other. 
Note Transcript
10:45 [Assessment.] 
 Bachelor troop being introduced. Azizi is being kept separate from the other bachelors. 
 Kowali is on the screen.
11:24 [Note taking start.] 
 2 min. observation / 1 min. notes   
 (3 min. cycles)
11:30 [Observation cycle start.] 
 Kwan seating and looking around. 
 Kwan still in the same position, looking around. 
 Interested in the researcher. At least 2 meters between him and the rest.
11:33 No change
11:36 All the females are up except for Bhana
11:39 Kwan is eying the researcher. Same positions. 
 2 to 3 meters away from him. 
 Kwan started mounting Bhana. She moved away.
11:42 Bahati came down. 
 Kwan is moving her. 
 Kwan went outside. 
 All the females are close together. 
 with no Kwan major female action. 
 Kwan is coming back.
11:45 Kwan moved up. Susie is close but moved away.
11:47 Same spatial space about 2 to 3 meters away.
11:48 [Observation end.]

5. Reflect back on the process
I must admit that this has probably been the most challenging observation that I have made so 
far. I found it specially difficult to be able to focus on my chosen subject and there were several 
factors that contributed to this.
The initial conditions of the observation threw me off, I was set on starting and concentrated 
on my selection and assessment process but finding the RCAA closed and watching the 
bachelors for a while allowed my mind to drift. Then the conditioning exercises caught my 
attention and dialogue with the group proved engaging. All of these factors made it specially 
difficult for me to take rigourous notes. This time around I had to rely on my memory al lot 
more than what I normally do, this in itself was a good mental exercise but I have to be more 
consitent with my note taking and stick to a more rigourous process.
On the positive side I’m starting to feel like I’m able to better understand the general attitude 
of the Gorillas and I hope that soon I will be able to read their behavior more accurately.
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6. Scanned field notes




