
3.6 (Jennifer Scully)  There are so many excellent things going on in this response.  Start by 
looking at the form factors in this report.  The heading gives us our vitals about the session. 
Italicized notes in the beginning tell us of the conventions she will use throughout, including a 
left column for “Recollections and interpretations” and a wider, right column that includes a 
running narrative of what happened during the session. 

Clearly, “process” is this researcher’s middle name, too.  She is not only deeply reflective about 
her process, though, she’s also quite curious and creative when it comes to developing it.  Her 
summation at the end of the report runs the gamut, including musings over the challenges of 
memory, politeness and remembering to take time to think.  Throughout the report, however, one 
can also almost see her assessing, playing with the very concept of data as she collects and 
organizes the packets of differently captured information.   

A smorgasbord of written words, numbers, photos, line drawings and computer rendered 
diagrams let the researcher intermix them at will to tell the story of the data – as well as the 
process of getting it. The juxtaposition of the clean, finished map against the wonderfully wobbly 
illustrations is especially delightful here, and evokes a number of themes from the book about the 
power of different representational forms.  Unlike traditional typed-up field notes, producing this 
kind of report is more akin to composing music for multiple voices or instruments.  Editing is 
more like conducting a choir or orchestra.  We can produce quite a compelling deliverable this 
way, after our day in the field is done. 
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Tuesday, September 16th, 2014

Observation report: 
temporal mapping 2
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 22th, 2014
Exercise three: temporal mapping 2

Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

In this second temporal mapping exercise, I will be recording an 
individual gorilla’s movements at regular, predefined durations of time. 
First I will observe for a fixed period of time, then I will spend a fixed 
amount of time recording what I observed. Specific topics I am watching 
out for are durations, timing, sequence, recurrence and cyclicality of the 
individual’s activities.

Reflection/explanation notes from 9.22.14 are noted in the column to 
the left. Duration in seconds noted in observations were “Mississippi” 
seconds. [Additions to flush out sentences from field notes in brackets.]

Context: 
11:45 a.m. I turned my phone to airplane mode, as last time I was 
getting distracted by incoming texts and emails. I decide to first observe 
for 10 seconds and recording for 50 seconds, but immediately realize this 
is much too quick. I then adjust to 30 seconds of observing and 1 minute 
30 seconds of recording. I chose to watch Kwan for this exercise because 
I confused two of the females during my last observation which made it 
difficult to generate overall insights from my observation.

At the end of my observation, I took these photos of the habitat for future 
reference and context about what elements are where:

Recollections & interpretations

I recall noting when I arrived 
that some things had changed in 
the habitat. It seemed like there 
were some ball toys that hadn’t 
been there before. The grass pile 
that is usually in the south corner 
of the habitat didn’t seem to be 
there, and there was a large 
green sheet or tarp.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 22th, 2014
Exercise three: temporal mapping 2

Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Observation: 30s observation, 1m30s recording

11:48a.m. Kwan is faced toward the window. He’s seated leaning 
forward on his forearms, arms crossed.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 22th, 2014
Exercise three: temporal mapping 2

Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

When I say posed, I mean he’s 
in a position that is unnatural 
for people (chin resting on fist, 
staring out the window). He may 
have been sitting in this position 
before, but I didn’t get to see 
his front beccause there were so 
many people. 

I notice that it’s helpful if I turn 
my body away from the gorillas 
during my recording period 
because otherise I write and 
watch at the same time.

By “very good posture” I mean 
that he was sitting with a very 
straight back.

11:50a.m. He’s “posed” with his hand rested on his chin. 

11:52 a.m. Now he is seated upright faced away from the crowd, 
toward the tree trunk. He is seated with very good posture. I notice his 
back has fat rolls.
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 22th, 2014
Exercise three: temporal mapping 2

Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

I should count how quickly he 
does this.

I should say he looks towards 
the window rather than out the 
window. He almost looks posed.

In this position he looked 
meditative. He had his eyes 
closed sometimes and he 
had the slightly contorted/
uncomfortable position of a yoga 
pose, but he looked comfortable.

11:54 a.m. Kwan is picking things out of his arm hair on his left arm 
with his right hand. He’s leaned on his left forearm. 

11:56 a.m. Kwan looks out the window. He lazily scratches his right 
arm for 5 seconds with his left pointer finger. When I first started this 
observation period, [his mouth was a bit open] and I could see pink in his 
mouth.

11:58 a.m. Kwan sits without movement. Leg is stuck out. Gaze is 
downward, and he is half sitting on a green sheet.
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Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Orientation was determined 
using my iPhone. Haven’t been 
able to verify how correct this is.

Changing to 30s observation, 2m30s recording

12:00 p.m. Kwan is seated very upright. He looks at a female for 4 
seconds as she crossed the habitat.

12:02 p.m. [I pause to try to determine the orientation of the family 
troop habitat.]

12:05 p.m. Kwan is laying on his back. He scratches his right armpit 
with his left hand for 3 seconds.

12:08 p.m. Feet are crossed and rested against bamboo. Is laying very 
still, appears to be comfortable.

12:11 p.m. Eyes are dozing off, about every second they jerk back 
open. Arm is rested lazily above head.
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Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Included in my recording 
time is preparing for the next 
observation by recording the 
time, turning the page, getting in 
position, etc.

12:14 p.m. Kwan changes position 20 seconds into my [observation]. 
He turns his head away from the window and puts his right arm so that it 
obscures his eyes.
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12:17 p.m. Left arm is now rested on top of head and he is faced 
looking in the general direction of the glass again. He blinks about every 
second for about 3 seconds and then doesn’t blink as frequently.

12:20 p.m. Kwan’s left shoulder twitches twice in 4 seconds. He is now 
laying on his right side with his right arm underneath his head. His gaze is 
in the general direction of the glass.
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Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

At 12:23 I originally thought 
Kwan was faced south, but then 
corrected that I thought he was 
facing west instead at 12:26.

I noted that my recording period 
includes about 20 seconds of 
setup for the next observation 
period.

12:23 p.m. Kwan has repositioned to be seated and propped up with 
his forearms. He is looking backward towards the west corner of the 
habitat.
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12:26 p.m. [Kwan is in the] same general position. I moved a bit so I 
could see his arms. His head is propped on his chin, he lifted his head for 
2 seconds then replaced it.

12:29 p.m. Kwan grabs a handful of grass and eats it slowly. He holds 
a strand in of grass in his mouth (lips actually) for several seconds without 
eating it. The grass was grabbed with his left hand and since he is resting 
on his elbow he could bring it to his mouth with his forearm and hand, 
one-handed.

12:32 p.m. Children run in. Kwan is now seated upright. He looks for 
3 second at a baby [gorilla] crawling along a rope above him. He was 
moving his mouth as if he was chewing.

K
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Maybe he moved because the 
kids came in?

12:35 p.m. Kwan has moved behind the tree stump, sitting with his back 
to the glass up against some poles of bamboo.
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12:38 p.m. Still in the same position [when I start the observation 
period. Kwan repositions and] takes 3 seconds at the end of the 30 
second observation to settle in to a different position where he is leaned 
forward facing the window.

Insights
There didn’t seem to be too much cyclical activity from Kwan during this 
time period because it was so brief, but I picked up on some patterns of 
behavior between this observations and past sessions.

Although it may be obvious, Kwan spends nearly all of his time on the 
ground, whereas the ladies spend much of their time up in the hammocks 
and perches. Everytime I see Kwan he always seems to be sitting or laying 
in a position that seems almost humorously human-like (but maybe gorillas 
did it first). For example, his forearm and fist propping up his head, or 
laying on his back with his arm over his eyes, sometimes with his feet up. 

During this time period his movements were fairly limited. Most changes 
were simply a change of position rather than location.

He didn’t engage with anyone during this time or do much eating, besides 
lazily eating a few strands of grass. All of the activity he did seemed very 
lackadaisical. Yet he didn’t take a proper nap either, even though he 
seemed to be nodding off when he was laying on his back. 

Stump
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Jennifer Sculley
Report date: Monday, September 22th, 2014
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Observation date: Tuesday, September 16th, 2014
Duration: 56 minutes (11:45 a.m.–12:38 p.m.)
Location: Family troop habitat

Reflection

I think the most challenging part of this exercise was simultaneously 
keeping track of the time for my observing and recording periods, the 
actual time on the clock, and the duration of any activities. One thing 
that made this difficult for me especially is that I know I have very limited 
working memory for numbers. I once had my aptitudes tested and short 
term memory is not one of my strengths, and so when I’m in a situation 
where that is important, I try to record everything right away. I don’t have 
as hard a time recalling descriptive details, though.

Another challenge was simply remembering not to write and observe 
at the same time. Looking back on the exercise, I think a slightly longer 
recording period would have allowed me to do a bit more deep thinking 
and reflection. This exercise made me realize that I’ve come to associate 
observational research (or notetaking during research) with recording at 
a frantic pace. Now that I think about it, since being in school I do most 
things at a frantic pace! This would be a good opportunity to slow down a 
bit and breathe and be more thoughtful.

One thing that was lost during this exercise was my gestural sketches. 
While they might not mean much to anyone else and are done very 
quickly and roughly, they bring a very clear mental picture back to my 
mind when I’m writing up my report that my words alone didn’t do as 
well. It seems like photos at these regular intervals could be a good 
technique in theory, but often the gorillas are too far from the glass to 
capture any meaningful detail in a photo and the fumbling with the 
equipment makes it not worth it. I even thought about dictating my notes 
using the voice memo app on the iPhone, but I thought I might be tempted 
to record as I was observing, rather than separating the two activities.

One final challenge this past week was the sheer number of people who 
came to visit. Many of these visitors are children, elderly or disabled 
and that naturally makes it a little more difficult to feel good standing my 
ground if I’m blocking a prime view. It also makes me more careful when I 
switch locations and less likely to excuse myself to sneak to the front.

What worked well was feeling like I had permission to just stop recording 
for a minute and really watch. That seems like a small thing but I think it is 
counterintuitive to new researchers who want to capture everything. 

One unexpected insight about the process was how important it is in 
observation to be able to focus on one thing and shut everything else out 
without feeling like I’m missing things I should be capturing. Basically, just 
feeling comfortable and confident that I’m capturing what I need to be 
capturing at that moment. After thinking about it, this is a very important 
skill not just for observation, but for life! Especially busy student life, 
especially with all the distracting technology we have.
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9.16.14 

Field notes: 
temporal mapping 2
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