
3.4  (Jim Hornor)  This researcher made some excellent choices, especially in choosing to 
stay focused on keeping a strict beat during this exercise.  He had to give up his usual 
level of detail in order to practice this kind of observe-write, keep-a-constant-eye-on-the 
time approach.  He managed to get some great duration data and did well enough overall 
that he decided to change his interval halfway through.   
 
This student made excellent use of impossibly good photos to move his narrative along, 
given that the gorillas are behind glass and in a part of the building that is very 
persnickety when it comes to lighting.  The final photo is, in fact, one of my all-time 
favorite gorilla shots.  It is Kwan holding his right hand in his left foot.  His left foot is 
placed on top of his right hand and both are facing up.  The long fingers stretching from 
left to right belong to his right hand.  What appear to be fingers along the top are actually 
toes, curled onto his foot.  It’s the length of his toes – and the fact that his big toe is 
opposable, so it looks just like a thumb – that can be confusing.    
 
One of the reasons it’s one of my favorites is because it captures one of the most 
distinctive aspects of a gorilla – and freezes it long enough that you can take your time 
figuring out what the heck you’re actually looking at.  A photo can be an incredible aid in 
helping a fieldworker communicate what we find special, provocative and in need of a 
reader’s sustained visual attention in order to make sense of it. 
 
Note the increasing difference between the relative straightforward, plainness of the 
researcher’s field notes and the multiple elements and visual complexity of the report.  
It’s an excellent reminder that while our field notes are absolutely necessary for the 
material we present to others, if we want to tell a truly compelling story, they are almost 
certainly not sufficient.  We not only need to elaborate on our notes in terms of the 
written word, but we may well miss out on excellent opportunities to convey our data and 
findings if we do not also draw on elements like good graphic design, color, drawings, 
diagrams, photos, and the like. 



Behavioral Observation : Jim Hornor

Jim Hornor

9.15.09

11:22 am - 12:33 pm

Lincoln Park Zoo,  
Regenstein Center for African Apes

Select an individual and create a temporal map of its activities at regular pre-
defined moments for a regular pre-defined duration of time. During analysis 
pay attention to duration as well as the timing, sequence, recurrence and 
cyclicality of individual’s activities

I of course headed straight for Kwan’s troop. The first thing I noticed was 
that they had new toys in the enclosure: a couple long branches, a rubber 
ball, a plastic tub and some additional straw. Looking around the enclosure I 
decided to watch Kwan. For no real reason other than I hadn’t really watched 
him yet and figured this would be a good opportunity. All I knew is that I 
didn’t want to do Amare as I was afraid I wouldn’t be able to keep up with the 
time requirements and his constant motion. I also didn’t want to do a napper. 
So Kwan it was. The duration I chose was to work in 5 minute increments, 
observing for 2 minutes and writing for 3.

11:22 - 11:27

Kwan stands and walks to glass. Stops. Looks back and forth at visitors on 
other side of glass. 

He walks over to the corner near the keeper area and picks through the wood 
chips on the ground. He gather 3-4 pieces of food and keeps them in his 
hand. 

He looks through the grate into the keeper area on his way crossing to log 
where he sits with left hand grasping vine above. 

He looks back and forth around space.

He walks to stump at front of enclosure and sits with back against it. He is 
facing away from the glass with the visitors. He eats the food his hand.

11:27 - 11:32

Kwan continues to sit against stump with his chin resting on his hand.

He alternates looking out towards outside and to the upper left where Amare 
and Bulera sit on the nest platform high on the wall. 

Between glances he scratches face and nose with pointer finger and puts 
finger in mouth to lick off product of scratching. 

11:32 - 11:37

Kwan continues to sit at stump alternating glances outside and then up to nest 
ledge. 

(I decided to look at how much time it was between glances up to where 
Amare was playing.)

Week 3: Temporal Mapping

I. Assignment

II. The stage

III. Observations
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Glances up

50 seconds

Glances up

8 seconds

Amare and Bulera are playing and make the vine above Kwan’s head move up 
and down.

Glances up

10 seconds

Glances up

Kwan gets up and moves toward keeper area picking through wood chips 
locating food pellets on ground as he goes.

Sits for a few moments looking through grate into keeper area.

Moves to log where he sits and eats with one hand on vine over head.

11:37 - 11:42

Kwan sits on log facing keeper enclosure.

When Medini moves over head in tree, Kwan shift on log to face tree.

He sits looking up into tree and then around enclosure.

Kwan returns to stump and resumes positions with back against it.

11:42 - 11:47

( I was finding that I was taking notes and then still had time left over so I 
changed pattern to 3 minutes of watching and 2 of writing.)

Kwan moves to beside tree and sits looking outside for several minutes.

Kwan sits back on haunches with left side against tree trunk and looks around 
space.

He returns to stump and leans against it.

He is spending much less time looking over towards Amare who is now with 
Kowali on the ground in the corner. Kwan is now primarily looking outside.

III. Observations
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11:47 - 11:52

Kwan continues to sit against stump with back to glass.

Alternates looking outside and down at ground.

Kwan watches Bulera move across tree above him.

He puts head on chin and looks down.

Kwan looks up and then leans forward onto elbows.

11:52 - 11:57

Kwan is leaning forward. He picks at left forearm with right hand. He picks 
something out of fur and puts it into his mouth.

Kwan flips over on back with head tilted back and feet propped against the 
glass. His left hand grasps his right foot.

11:57 - 12:12 

Lunch Break

12:13 - 12:18

Kwan is on his side with his feet towards the viewing glass. His left arm is under 
his head and right arm is extended.

His eyelids float open and closed.

Kwan’s eyes are almost closed but pop open when a noisy group of kids bangs 
out doors beside enclosure.

Eyes almost close again when he swats at fly on right shoulder with left hand. 
He swats again.
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12:18 - 12:23

Kwan continues to lay on back with left foot grasping right hand.

He swats at fly on chest.

He is still other than breathing and small movements with head as he looks 
around space. His looking around is minimal.

Same.

Same.

Same.

12:23 - 12:28

Kwan sits up with back towards glass and looks around enclosure. 

He gets up and walks to log to sit and look around space.

Kwan gets up and moves across to exit to the outdoors.

Stops.

Looks around outdoor area and indoor area.

Moves outside halfway into enclosure and picks through grass finding pieces 
of food which he puts into his mouth.

12:28 - 12:33

Kwan is at far end of outdoor enclosure. He picks through grass and picks up 
pieces of food which he keeps in his hands.

Medini is half way between Kwan and indoor area.

Kwan gallops forward swatting Medini with his hand.

She rolls to the side and out of his path.

Kwan continues forward until he reaches the end of the outdoor enclosure 
where he stops to pick up more food. Pieces of carrot and lettuce can be seen 
in his hands.

Kwan enters into indoor enclosure returning to his favorite spot with his back 
against the stump.

He eats the food he collected outside.
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IV. Summary

V. Reflection

Kwan watches, a lot. His watching is punctuated by eating and the short 
amount of time he was actually able to lay down because Amare was with 
Kowali. It was even clearer during this observation that Kwan’s main drive it so 
watch over Amare at all times and make sure he is ok. This was demonstrated 
by his continual visual checking and that he finally laid down to rest only after 
Amare was with Kowali. 

In terms of the pattern and cycle of his looking, during this observation period 
it depended on the external stimuli he was receiving. If no stimuli was being 
recieved he would switch between looking out toward the outside and in 
Amare’s direction in regular intervals. The one I measured was roughly every 
50 seconds or so. But, if a vine shook over his head or a sound attracted his 
attention the duration of the looks and period of time between the looks 
would both decrease. If another member of the troop moved near him, and 
especially over his head in the tree areas, he would watch their movements 
which would disrupt his regular pattern as well. The final way the patter of 
looking was changed was when Amare joined Kowali in the corner. At this 
point Kwan severly limited his looking towards Amare and spent much more 
time picking at himself, laying down, and eating.

In terms of the interaction I witnessed outside between Kwan and Medini, it 
appeared to be some sort of power play/display of dominance. I’m not sure 
if this had to do with the fact that they were both outside collecting food our 
not? Is food the main power object? Well food and space maybe.

I really really didn’t like have to deal with predetermined times segments. I 
felt like it really impacted my ability to write notes in a negative way. My focus 
always felt split between watching Kwan and watching my cell phone to make 
sure I was watching and writing at the appropriate times. If I had to do it again 
I would have some sort of device that would beep at me, and I think I would 
only do it if there was a specific behavior that I needed an acute sense of time 
to understand more fully.
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