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Donald Trump, Speech to the People of Poland (2017)1 

 
 
In the summer of 2017, President Donald Trump attended his first meeting of the Group of 20, an 
international forum representing the leaders of nineteen countries with the largest economies in the 
world as well as the European Union as a collective. The meeting was held in Hamburg, Germany, and on 
his way to Germany Trump stopped in Poland. In Warsaw, Trump delivered a public speech to “the 
people of Poland.” The speech was notable in part because of its context. Poland had historically seen 
threats from both European states to the west and Russia to the east. President Trump had previously 
expressed skepticism about the value of the NATO alliance, which Poland had only recently joined after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and which bound together the western European countries and the 
United States. Trump was also mired in a long-running scandal revolving around accusations of Russian 
meddling in the 2016 American presidential election and Trump’s seeming fondness for the Russian 
leader, Vladimir Putin. Meanwhile, Poland itself was in the midst of a political crisis, with critics accusing 
the government of backsliding from its commitment to democracy. 

The speech received mixed reviews. Critics on the left accused Trump of using the speech to 
elevate “white nationalism” by celebrating “the West,” “civilization,” and “faith and family,” while saying 
little about democracy or liberal values. The president’s call for the West to develop a “will to survive” 
seemed to invoke fears of globalization and immigration rather than military threats.2 Many 
commentators on the right, though often critical of the Trump administration generally, tended to praise 
the speech as a “stirring” defense of “Western civilization,” evocative of Ronald Reagan’s attacks on the 
Soviet Union, and a turn away from the isolationist nationalism that Trump had sometimes embraced.3 

 
This is a nation more than one thousand years old. Your borders were erased for more than a century 
and only restored just one century ago.  

In 1920, in the Miracle of Vistula, Poland stopped the Soviet army bent on European conquest. 
Then, 19 years later in 1939, you were invaded yet again, this time by Nazi Germany from the west and 
the Soviet Union from the east. That’s trouble. That’s tough. 

Under a double occupation the Polish people endured evils beyond description: the Katyn forest 
massacre, the occupations, the Holocaust, the Warsaw Ghetto and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the 
destruction of this beautiful capital city, and the deaths of nearly one in five Polish people. A vibrant 
Jewish population—the largest in Europe—was reduced to almost nothing after the Nazis systematically 
murdered millions of Poland’s Jewish citizens, along with countless others, during that brutal 
occupation. 

                                                           
1 Excerpt taken from Public Papers of the President (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 2017). 
2 Peter Beinhart, “The Racial and Religious Paranoia of Trump’s Warsaw Speech,” The Atlantic (July 6, 2017); 
Jamelle Bouie, “A New Warsaw Pact,” Slate (July 7, 2017). 
3 John Daniel Davidson, “Trump’s Warsaw Speech Evoked Reagan’s Cold War Rhetoric, Not the Alt-Right’s,” The 
Federalist (July 7, 2017); Charles Lipson, “Trump’s Powerful Speech in Poland,” RealClear Politics (July 7, 2017). 
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. . . 
Through four decades of communist rule, Poland and the other captive nations of Europe 

endured a brutal campaign to demolish freedom, your faith, your laws, your history, your identity—
indeed the very essence of your culture and your humanity. Yet, through it all, you never lost that spirit. 
Your oppressors tried to break you, but Poland could not be broken. 

And when the day came on June 2nd, 1979, and one million Poles gathered around Victory 
Square for their very first mass with their Polish Pope, that day, every communist in Warsaw must have 
known that their oppressive system would soon come crashing down. They must have known it at the 
exact moment during Pope John Paul II’s sermon when a million Polish men, women, and children 
suddenly raised their voices in a single prayer. A million Polish people did not ask for wealth. They did 
not ask for privilege. Instead, one million Poles sang three simple words: “We Want God.” 

In those words, the Polish people recalled the promise of a better future. They found new 
courage to face down their oppressors, and they found the words to declare that Poland would be 
Poland once again. 

. . . 

. . . Their message is as true today as ever. The people of Poland, the people of America, and the 
people of Europe still cry out “We want God.” 

. . . 
You were supported in that victory over communism by a strong alliance of free nations in the 

West that defied tyranny. Now, among the most committed members of the NATO Alliance, Poland has 
resumed its place as a leading nation of a Europe that is strong, whole, and free. 

. . . 
This continent no longer confronts the specter of communism. But today we’re in the West, and 

we have to say there are dire threats to our security and to our way of life. You see what’s happening 
out there. They are threats. We will confront them. We will win. But they are threats. 

We are confronted by another oppressive ideology—one that seeks to export terrorism and 
extremism all around the globe. America and Europe have suffered one terror attack after another. 
We’re going to get it to stop. 

During a historic gathering in Saudi Arabia, I called on the leaders of more than 50 Muslim 
nations to join together to drive out this menace which threatens all of humanity. We must stand united 
against these shared enemies to strip them of their territory and their funding, and their networks, and 
any form of ideological support that they may have. While we will always welcome new citizens who 
share our values and love our people, our borders will always be closed to terrorism and extremism of 
any kind. 

We are fighting hard against radical Islamic terrorism, and we will prevail. We cannot accept 
those who reject our values and who use hatred to justify violence against the innocent. 

Today, the West is also confronted by the powers that seek to test our will, undermine our 
confidence, and challenge our interests. To meet new forms of aggression, including propaganda, 
financial crimes, and cyberwarfare, we must adapt our alliance to compete effectively in new ways and 
on all new battlefields.  

We urge Russia to cease its destabilizing activities in Ukraine and elsewhere, and its support for 
hostile regimes—including Syria and Iran—and to instead join the community of responsible nations in 
our fight against common enemies and in defense of civilization itself. 

Finally, on both sides of the Atlantic, our citizens are confronted by yet another danger—one 
firmly within our control. This danger is invisible to some but familiar to the Poles: the steady creep of 
government bureaucracy that drains the vitality and wealth of the people. The West became great not 
because of paperwork and regulations but because people were allowed to chase their dreams and 
pursue their destinies. 
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Americans, Poles, and the nations of Europe value individual freedom and sovereignty. We must 
work together to confront forces, whether they come from inside or out, from the South or the East, 
that threaten over time to undermine these values and to erase the bonds of culture, faith and tradition 
that make us who we are. If left unchecked, these forces will undermine our courage, sap our spirit, and 
weaken our will to defend ourselves and our societies. 

But just as our adversaries and enemies of the past learned here in Poland, we know that these 
forces, too, are doomed to fail if we want them to fail. And we do, indeed, want them to fail. They are 
doomed not only because our alliance is strong, our countries are resilient, and our power is 
unmatched. Through all of that, you have to say everything is true. Our adversaries, however, are 
doomed because we will never forget who we are. And if we don’t forget who are, we just can't be 
beaten. Americans will never forget. The nations of Europe will never forget. We are the fastest and the 
greatest community. There is nothing like our community of nations. The world has never known 
anything like our community of nations. 

We write symphonies. We pursue innovation. We celebrate our ancient heroes, embrace our 
timeless traditions and customs, and always seek to explore and discover brand-new frontiers. 

We reward brilliance. We strive for excellence, and cherish inspiring works of art that honor 
God. We treasure the rule of law and protect the right to free speech and free expression. 

We empower women as pillars of our society and of our success. We put faith and family, not 
government and bureaucracy, at the center of our lives. And we debate everything. We challenge 
everything. We seek to know everything so that we can better know ourselves. 

And above all, we value the dignity of every human life, protect the rights of every person, and 
share the hope of every soul to live in freedom. That is who we are. Those are the priceless ties that bind 
us together as nations, as allies, and as a civilization. 

What we have, what we inherited from our—and you know this better than anybody, and you 
see it today with this incredible group of people—what we've inherited from our ancestors has never 
existed to this extent before. And if we fail to preserve it, it will never, ever exist again. So we cannot 
fail. 

This great community of nations has something else in common: In every one of them, it is the 
people, not the powerful, who have always formed the foundation of freedom and the cornerstone of 
our defense. The people have been that foundation here in Poland—as they were right here in 
Warsaw—and they were the foundation from the very, very beginning in America.  

Our citizens did not win freedom together, did not survive horrors together, did not face down 
evil together, only to lose our freedom to a lack of pride and confidence in our values. We did not and 
we will not. We will never back down. 

As long as we know our history, we will know how to build our future. Americans know that a 
strong alliance of free, sovereign and independent nations is the best defense for our freedoms and for 
our interests. That is why my administration has demanded that all members of NATO finally meet their 
full and fair financial obligation. 

. . . 
Words are easy, but actions are what matters. And for its own protection—and you know this, 

everybody knows this, everybody has to know this—Europe must do more. Europe must demonstrate 
that it believes in its future by investing its money to secure that future. 

That is why we applaud Poland for its decision to move forward this week on acquiring from the 
United States the battle-tested Patriot air and missile defense system—the best anywhere in the world. 
That is also why we salute the Polish people for being one of the NATO countries that has actually 
achieved the benchmark for investment in our common defense. . . . 

We have to remember that our defense is not just a commitment of money, it is a commitment 
of will. Because as the Polish experience reminds us, the defense of the West ultimately rests not only 
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on means but also on the will of its people to prevail and be successful and get what you have to have. 
The fundamental question of our time is whether the West has the will to survive. Do we have the 
confidence in our values to defend them at any cost? Do we have enough respect for our citizens to 
protect our borders? Do we have the desire and the courage to preserve our civilization in the face of 
those who would subvert and destroy it? 

We can have the largest economies and the most lethal weapons anywhere on Earth, but if we 
do not have strong families and strong values, then we will be weak and we will not survive. . . . 

. . . 
Our own fight for the West does not begin on the battlefield—it begins with our minds, our 

wills, and our souls. Today, the ties that unite our civilization are no less vital, and demand no less 
defense, than that bare shred of land on which the hope of Poland once totally rested. Our freedom, our 
civilization, and our survival depend on these bonds of history, culture, and memory. 

And today as ever, Poland is in our heart, and its people are in that fight. Just as Poland could 
not be broken, I declare today for the world to hear that the West will never, ever be broken. Our values 
will prevail. Our people will thrive. And our civilization will triumph. 

So, together, let us all fight like the Poles—for family, for freedom, for country, and for God. 


