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Chapter 5 

 

Music, Performance, and Representation 

 

(1) S, C/U 

Music and Tourism 

 

With their picturesque geographical features and rich cultural landscape, the Pacific Islands have 

attracted tourists from all over the globe.  As means to explore the representations of various 

Pacific Island locales in terms of global tourism, visit various tourism websites of Hawai’i, 

Tahiti, and Papua New Guinea.  Conduct a material culture analysis using these websites as 

artifacts—how are these regions represented on these websites? 

 

(2) AA 

Dance Story 

 

The Pacific Island region is rich with movement traditions of varying types, particularly dances 

that are intended to tell a story.  In the spirit of this storied movement, choose a piece of music 

that is meaningful to you and choreograph a dance that tells a story.   

 

(3) S, C/U 

Audience Participation 

 

The authors state that “part of the reason these Tahitian shows are so successful is that the tourist 

enters an Islander space when attending a traditional dance show in Tahiti—a space where 

Tahitians warmly welcome their visitors” (p. 138-139).  In music and dance performance, one 

cannot ignore the influence of the presence of an audience.  Choose three different music/dance 

performance contexts and discuss the interactions/influences of the audience and performers.  

Some examples to get you started:  symphony concert, rock concert, jazz club jam session, 

athletic band performance at a sporting event. 

 

(4) S, C/U 

Creation of Culture 

 

According to the authors, Tahitians view “. . . culture as constantly created rather than only 

replicative . . .  (p. 139).  To what extent is this true in other Pacific Island cultures?  What about 

in your own culture?  Free write your thoughts and share in a group discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(5) S, C/U 

Music and Dance as Ambassadors of Peace 

 



The authors state that some Melanesian cultures used music and dance to overcome intertribal 

hostility, to reach peaceful states of interaction, and to create healthy competition between tribes.  

In what other ways do music and dance bring about peace and understanding across the globe?  

Brainstorm your ideas using the idea web in Resource 5.1. 

 

(6) S, C/U 

Facebook 

 

The authors highlight several important Pacific Islander cultural events such as the Balopa 

Cultural Festival, the WOMAD Festival, and the Miss South Pacific Pageant.  Imagine you are 

attending one of these festivals and write a Facebook status update that captures your 

experiences as well as the ways in which the act of musical doing represents the cultures 

observed.  

 

(7) S, C/U 

Cultural Hybridity 

 

The authors introduce the concept of “hybridity” or the “mixture of apparently disparate ethnic 

or cultural elements” (p. 166).  Cite an example of cultural hybridity from each of the three 

Pacific regions featured, Polynesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia.  As an extension, consider an 

example from your own life experience.  Use Resource 5.2 as a guide. 

 

(8) AA 

Then and Now 

 

The authors state that “visitors arriving from outside Micronesia have depicted and characterized 

the people, music, and dances of the region for centuries, shaping a discourse of cultural 

representation” (p. 151).  Throughout your engagement with the Music in Pacific Island Cultures 

text, you have become a part of this cultural discourse.  How have your perceptions of the 

“people, music, and dances” of this region evolved since your engagement with this text?  Free 

write your thoughts for five minutes and share with a partner. 

 

(9) C/U 

Perceptions of the Female 

 

Throughout the Music in Pacific Island Cultures text, gender has been an issue of substantive 

study.  The authors explain that there are global perceptions of Micronesian women as highly 

sexualized and exotic beings.  Discuss this perception and perceptions of the female in other 

world cultures. 

 

 

 

 

(10) AA 

Musical Competition 

 

Sometimes, music and competition go hand-in-hand.  For example, in Chuuk, musical 

performances are integral aspects of fundraising competitions.  What are some other ways that 

music and competition might be combined?  Brainstorm a list—be creative!  What are the 

consequences of positing music as a competitive entity?   



 

Name_______________________________ 

 

Resource 5.1 

 

Music and Dance as Ambassadors of Peace 

 

The authors state that some Melanesian cultures used music and dance to overcome intertribal 

hostility, to reach peaceful states of interaction, and to create healthy competition between tribes.  

In what other ways do music and dance bring about peace and understanding across the globe?  

Brainstorm your ideas using the following idea web. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music and Dance 

As a Vehicle for Peace 



 

Name_______________________________ 

 

Resource 5.2 

 

Cultural Hybridity 

 

The authors introduce the concept of “hybridity” or “the mixture of apparently disparate ethnic 

or cultural elements” (p. 166).  Cite an example of cultural hybridity from each of the three 

Pacific regions featured, Polynesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia.  As an extension, consider an 

example from your own life experience.   

 

Polynesia Micronesia 

Melanesia Your Experience 


