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he Oxford English Dictionary is the most authoritative

WHAT YOU CAN FIND

language. The Oxford English Dictionary gives you not only

• Definitions helping trace
the changing meaning,
spelling, and use of
English language

the latest content of the full Oxford English Dictionary, but

• Etymology

also the Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English Dictionary,

• The current first recorded
evidence for words

and comprehensive record of the English language

in the world, tracing the evolution and use of the English

providing more depth and breadth than ever before.

KEY FACTS
• More than 600,000 words,
over 3 million quotations
• Over 1,000 years of
English from across the
world
• Updated and revised every
three months

QUICK SEARCH OR BROWSE
Ž

Œ Quick Search: type in
keyword or phrase
� Advanced Search:
perform a more
extensive search

Œ
�
�

Ž Create a personal
account which you can
use to save entries
� Use the different Browse
options to explore
different pathways into
the OED

ADVANCED SEARCH

Œ

�
Ž

�

Œ Select one of the tabs to search within the full
entry, within senses, or within quotations
� Enter your keyword, you can tailor the search
by selecting the field where the keyword
should appear from the drop down list
Ž Combine search with And, Or, Not
� Use filters to narrow your search: choosing
subject area, date of entry, language of origin,
and part of speech
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RECORD DISPLAY AND HOW TO SAVE AND SHARE
Œ Select ‘Show more’ to see
more information about forms
and etymology for the entry
Ž
�

Œ

� Browse the entries nearby
with the alphabetical word
wheel

�

Ž You can use these options to
print, save, email, and cite the
current entry
� Click here to view your search
history and the entries you
have previously viewed

EXPLORE THE HISTORICAL THESAURUS
Œ Explore the Historical
Thesaurus of the OED
from within the entry

�

� Browse sense linked
synonyms within the
pop-up or go to the full
Thesaurus entry

Œ

SEARCH TIPS:

you can limit or widen your search results by using these search rules.
BOOLEAN OPERATORS:
Use AND to find records containing all terms (e.g. international AND standard)
Use OR to find records containing any of the terms (e.g. sea OR land)
Use NOT to exclude records containing a certain word (e.g. Olympic NOT games)
WILD CARD:
? can represents the occurrence of any one single character. (e.g. C?t finds cat, cot, cut etc.)
* can represents the occurrence of any number of characters. (e.g. C*t finds cat, caught,
conflict, consent etc. )
PHRASE SEARCHING:
To search exact phrases, enclose phrase in quotation marks. (e.g. “bed and breakfast” )

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE!
• What is the first date we have evidence for
the word ‘car’ as a noun?
• What was the first meaning of LOL?
• How many times does the OED use
Shakespeare as a source for quotations?

WHERE NEXT?
What is the OED online?
http://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/what-is-the-oed-online/

The OED today?
http://public.oed.com/the-oed-today/
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