
What to do next 
after completing The New Oxford Organ Method 

 
An experienced teacher is the best person to guide your next steps, but we provide the 
following advice for users of this Method who do not enjoy the benefit of a teacher. 
 

How to find pieces to play that suit your standard 
Always seek pieces that stimulate your imagination but do not overwhelm your technique. 
Our list of additional pieces to learn between each chapter refers to several graded 
anthologies, and within the covers of these books you can find many more excellent pieces 
to suit specific standards. When you have exhausted these, consult the online syllabuses of 
the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM), the Royal College of Organists 
(RCO), and the American Guild of Organists (AGO). 
 

Do editions matter? 
Music from before 1940 is often available in various editions, and it is important to buy 
editions that respect the composer’s wishes. The best editions of old music often boast 
‘Urtext’ on their cover and include an editorial introduction and a critical commentary. The 
syllabuses for ABRSM and RCO exams recommend editions, and these may be a useful 
guide. Music written in the last seventy years is often available in only one edition because 
of copyright law. 
 

Without the structure of the Method, how to stay focused 
We encourage you to share your music-making with others. Stage a small concert of the 
pieces you have learned, inviting your friends and family. Find local or national organists’ 
groups, as they often arrange performance opportunities. Explore what national bodies of 
organists offer– for example, the American Guild of Organists, the Royal College of 
Organists, the Incorporated Association of Organists, and the Royal School of Church Music. 
Depending on where you live, there may well be local courses and classes you could attend. 
 

How to access good instruments to play 
We suggest that you consult online registers of pipe organs. Most, but by no means all, 
organs are in churches, and gaining access to instruments for practice always requires 
courtesy, but usually also persistence and tact. Many venues charge for people to play the 
organ, but it is often a small amount. Where no charge is made it is good to offer something 
in return. 
 

Playing in church 
A successful church appointment will bring much satisfaction, giving you the opportunity to 
perform regularly, to accompany hymns, psalms, and perhaps anthems on the organ, and 
maybe even to direct a choir. For many church organists the greatest attraction of a church 
appointment is to gain access to an instrument for practice. Choose your appointment 
carefully, though, because, if the demands are too great you may find yourself 



compromising your technique to cope. Consult the companion website for books on playing 
hymns and choosing suitable pieces. 
 

Learn to improvise, harmonize at the keyboard, transpose, and play 
from open score and figured bass 
We recommend our two volumes called Graded Keyboard Musicianship, which teach these 
skills in a finely graded and integrated way, so that you can easily include regular work on 
these skills in your practice. 
 

Final recommendations 
Keep an updated list of your repertoire, including all the pieces in this book. Mark up your 
scores neatly so that you can easily revise repertoire when you return to it. Strap a hot 
water bottle to yourself if you are practising in a cold building. Learn varied repertoire that 
explores the whole range of the organ’s dynamics, not just its loudest stops. Return to The 
New Oxford Organ Method often to revise your skills. 


