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Questions for Thought and Discussion 

 “Neither silk, nor a road”:  discuss among yourselves.   

 What is the usual conception or image of the "Silk Road"?  What does the author suggest might be 

a more accurate way of looking at Eurasian exchanges over time?   

 How is imperial consolidation related to the quickening of silk road exchanges?  Are there political 

implications to suggesting that empires and armies ultimately did more to connect Eurasia than 

intrepid individual merchants and missionaries?    

 Why are so many languages of Europe and Asia derived from ancient Proto-Indo-European? 

 How are Central Eurasian steppe empires—conquering nomad confederations like those of the 

Turks or Mongols—involved in the story of the silk road?  Can they be considered more than 

marauders?  What positive role in world history might they have had? 

 How are early modern and modern Russia, China, India, Iran and Turkey related to the Mongol 

empire?   

 How has the study of genetics enriched our understanding of the silk road? 

 The author introduces the notions of "convergence" and "diffusion" to talk about similar things 

and parallel phenomena found in different parts of Eurasia.  Is the consumption of alcohol and 

example of diffusion or convergence?  What about grape wine? 

 How would Eurasian—and world—history have been different if the horse had gone extinct in 

Eurasia as it did in the Americas?   

 Compare the impacts of the silk road with those of the Columbian exchange. 

 Which was more important to "the silk road," silk or paper? 

  How are western and eastern pre-modern medical theories and practices linked?  

 Consider how gunpowder (a Chinese invention) and gunpowder weapons (developed most quickly 

in Western Europe) exemplifies the back-and-forth, mutual feedback pattern of Eurasian 

technological exchange.   

 Consider the art and technology of "blue and white" ware in the same way, as an example of "a 

Eurasian joint project." 

 Read stories in Aesop's Fables, the Jâkata Tales, and / or the Panchatantra and look for shared 

plots, motifs, structure or other aspects. 

 What does the author mean by a "trans-Eurasian cultural substratum"? 

 What explains the continued currency of the silk road in popular culture today?  How is it 

expressed?  

 Why is the silk road such a common metaphor in today's diplomatic parlance with regard to 

Eurasia?  

 Did the silk road ever come to an end? 

 Bonus question:  What's in your manti?  
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