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Questions for Thought and Discussion 

 Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction rests on a single premise: the bomb still matters. Do you 

agree or disagree? If so, why? If not, why not? 

 Does the spread of nuclear weapons make the world safer or more dangerous? Be specific in your 

answer. 

 Describe and examine the race to beat the Nazis to the bomb. And why does it matter? 

 The bombings of Hiroshima, and three days later, Nagasaki, were a terrible act of war, but they were no 

crime. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? And why? 

  Compare and contrast the Baruch Plan and the Gromyko Plan. What were the sticking points? 

 To what extent if any did the Soviet detonation of an atomic device in August 1949 alter the nuclear arms 

race? 

 What was the purpose of President Ronald Reagan’s missile defence system (SDI)? Was it ever practical or 

merely a bargaining chip in arms negotiations? 

 The H-bomb really changed everything, transforming the very nature of war and peace. Do you agree or 

disagree with this statement? Be specific. 

 Most scholars agree that the post-Cold War world was decidedly not post-nuclear. Do you agree or 

disagree? And why? 

 There is a great debate today surrounding the issue of no first use of nuclear weapons. Why is this 

significant?   

 Why would North Korea want nuclear weapons? And what would it take for them to forego their 

development? 

 Describe and examine the significance of the 1972 ABM Treaty.  

 The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has become the cornerstone of a loosely structured non-

proliferation regime. Why is this so? And what is required to strengthen it. 

 Who was J. Robert Oppenheimer? And what does his career have to say about the role of science and 

scientists in the ongoing nuclear debate? 

 What was the significance of the Cold War in the evolution of nuclear weaponry? Special attention should 

be paid here to the history of arms control, deterrence, and Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD).  

 What are Nuclear Free Zones? And what is their importance? 

 The fact that during the Cold War nuclear war did not erupt from technical malfunction, operational 

stress or decision-making miscalculation may be attributed to sheer luck. Do you agree or disagree with 

this statement? And why?  

  Based on the analysis in Nuclear Weapons, do you believe that a nuclear-armed Iran would cause the 

spread of nuclear weapons in the Middle East and around the world and a weakening of the global 

nuclear non-proliferation regime? Be specific. 

 What is the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency? And why is it significant?  

 Do you believe that the use of nuclear weapons today pose an existential risk, unlike every other kind of 

risk our species has ever before encountered? 
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