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Questions for Thought and Discussion  
 

 How did Mao’s family background influence his character? 

 Was Mao ever an idealist? 

 How did Mao make Marxism relevant to China? 

 Mao’s writings show a considerable concern with the position of women and with 
the liberation of women. Is it surprising that his personal life shows little consistency 
with this concern? 

 Why were the lives of Mao’s wives and children so hard? 

 Why was Mao so angry about Khrushchev’s attack on Stalin at the 20th congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union? 

 Mao emphasized the importance of the role of peasants in the Chinese revolution. 
Why then did workers benefit so much more that peasants from the changes that 
took place after the establishment of the People’s Republic? 

 Why did Mao launch the Great Leap Forward and why was he so reluctant to 
abandon it? 

 Why was Mao so determined that China should have its own nuclear weapons? 

 Why did Mao launch the Cultural Revolution? Is it best understood as a leadership 
power struggle or a mass movement? 

 Why was it so difficult for the authorities to explain Lin Biao’s death? Was the Lin 
Biao incident a turning point in Chinese history? 

 Why, after so many years of attacking US imperialism, did Mao welcome Nixon’s 
visit to China and the improvement of relations with the United States that it 
symbolized? 

 Was Mao in any sense a Chinese nationalist? 

 Why did Mao have such difficulty in selecting a successor? 

 Why was Mao able to hold the balance of power between the contending factions of 
his would be successors, even when he was unable to walk or speak coherently? 
Why did others attempt to take power only when he had died? 

 Why did Deng Xiaoping refuse to negate Mao’s legacy, even though he himself had 
suffered so much at Mao’s hands? 

 Why is Mao still officially venerated in the People’s Republic and why at the popular 
level is he still often considered a great leader? 
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