
Inter-Act with Media 

 

Movie 

 

The Descendants (2011)  

Director (Alexander Payne) 

  

Stars:  George Clooney, Shailene Woodley and Amara Miller 

 

Brief Summary:  Set in the backdrop of Hawaii, The Descendants tells the story of Matt King 

(Clooney) as he attempts to bond with his daughters Alexandra (Woodley) and Scottie (Miller) in 

the wake of their mother’s catastrophic boating accident. Upon finding out some unsettling news 

about their marriage—compliments of his older daughter—Matt has to retrace the steps of his 

wife’s affair… from Oahu to Kauai. In the process, he has to rebuild his relationship with his 

children and make some difficult decisions about the land his family inherited.   

 

While watching The Descendants, consider the following concepts from the chapter:  

 

1. In the beginning of the movie, the exchange between Matt and Alexandra is extremely 

one-sided and curt. As the movie progresses, describe how their conversations become 

more sequentially organized.  

2. When Alexandra discloses her mother’s affair to her father, discuss your perception of 

their appropriate turn-taking. Given the content of this exchange, do you feel that their 

interaction went well? Describe.  

3. How does Alexandra help her father with face-saving during the course of this movie?  

 

Book 

101 Tough Conversations to Have with Employees: A Manager's Guide to Addressing 

Performance, Conduct, and Discipline Challenges  (2009)  

 

Author (Paul Falcone) 

New York: Amacom 

 

If you supervise others, you may have to have a difficult conversation. How will you approach 

it? This Human Resources executive, who formerly worked for Time Warner, Nickelodeon, and 

Paramount Pictures, offers insights on how to tackle the hardest topics, from personal hygiene to 

poor performance, with appropriate and professional communication. As you read this book, 

think of three common work situations you’ve encountered with co-workers. If you were their 

supervisor, how would you tackle the conversation, based on Falcone’s advice?  

 

 

Television  

 

Community (2012)  Season 3, Episode 16: Virtual Systems Analysis 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000123/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0940362/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3837786/


This show typically takes place in a community college, but this episode is set in one of the 

character’s rooms: a Dreamatorium, to be precise. Abed (Danny Pudi) has created a virtual 

reality simulation room. His colleague Annie (Allison Brie) decides to join him in the 

Dreamatorium and help him learn how to become a more empathetic person by seeing the world 

from other’s points of view. Watch the episode and the back and forth banter between the 

characters. Do the characters maintain conversational coherence? Describe. When Abed softens, 

does Annie use face-saving strategies with him? Explain. What other conversational maxims do 

you see followed or violated in this episode?  

 


