
Inter-Act with Media 

 

Movie 

 

A Better Life (2011)  

Director (Chris Weitz)  

Stars:  Demián Bichir, José Julián and Eddie 'Piolin' Sotelo 

Brief Summary:  Carlos Galindo (Bichir), a gardener in East L.A., struggles to keep his son, 

Eddie, (Sotelo) away from gangs and immigration agents while trying to give Eddie the 

opportunities he never had. As Carlos tries to build his own small piece of the American dream 

by creating his own gardening business, he is repeatedly hit by unfortunate situations. 

Meanwhile, threats to his son’s safety and well-being are ever-present, despite how hard Carlos 

works to change their situation permanently.  

While watching A Better Life, consider the following concepts from the chapter:  

 

1. How does Carlos attempt to alter his social class?  

2. How does Eddie struggle with cultural identity? Do you believe Carlos struggles with 

cultural identity? Do you believe this is why he is so motivated to live the American 

dream? Why or why not?    

3. Although the Galindos live in L.A., which is in the U.S.—not a high power distance 

society—explain how they experience the stressors of this type of culture.  

 

Book 

 

Uprising: How to Build a Brand--and Change the World--By Sparking Cultural Movements  

 (2011)  

Author (Scott Goodson) 

New York, NY; McGraw Hill 

  

Brief Summary: According to Scott Goodson, one-on-one selling is a thing of the past. 

“Movement marketing” means that people get to share ideas, build on each other’s energy, and 

involve the masses to the greatest extent possible. Think of the power of the LIVESTRONG 

campaign to fight cancer or the TOMS shoes movement, which includes a “One Day Without 

Shoes” experience (to feel what children who don’t have shoes experience). Goodson’s premise 

is that movements go far beyond increased sales, but drive deeper into a company’s values 

system and “[link] people across cultural boundaries.” 

 

While reading Uprising, consider the following concepts from the chapter:  

 

1. Discuss whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: From a cultural 

norm perspective, the U.S. is said to be an individualistic culture; however, Goodson’s 

movement marketing has overtones of collectivism.  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0065007/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1214509/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1655358/


2. In order to create a movement as Goodson suggests, why is it important to overcome 

ethnocentrism? 

3. How does intercultural competence fit into Goodson’s assertion that “millennials want 

to participate actively in other cultures, rather than just watch, visit, or read about them”?  

 

Television 

 

Glee  (2011) Season 3, Episode 3: Asian F 

 

In this episode, Mike Chang (Harry Shum, Jr.) is at odds with his father. Mr. Chang does not 

support Mike’s participation in Glee club because he believes it is not good for his college 

applications. When Mike receives an A- (in other words, an Asian F), their relationship becomes 

even more tense. Stereotypes and co-cultures abound in this episode. Coach Bieste (Dot Jones) 

tells the football players that they will create a dance number and audition for the school musical. 

Two gay teenage characters date and cement their relationship. Even mental illness is touched 

upon, as Emma (Jayma Mays) and Will (Matthew Morrison) pray over “fixing” her obsessive-

compulsive disorder. Watch the episode and answer the following questions:  

 

1. What cultural norms do you identify in this episode? 

2. How does cultural identity play a role in the issue between Mike Chang and his father? 

3. Discuss issues of stereotyping in this episode. 

 


