
Discussion Forum 

 

1. You have decided to live in Guatemala for six months to help your adopted child learn 

more about his heritage. Based on your knowledge about gaining intercultural 

competence, what could you do to prepare?  

 

2. Read this article with simple tips about doing business with others from another culture. 

Pick one of the “don’ts” and either describe a time when you have seen an occurrence or 

give a hypothetical example.  

 http://www.buildingteams.com/multicultural_communication_in_the_business_world.htm 

 

3.  At times, people believe stereotypes based on their parents’ and grandparents’ beliefs. How 

can people overcome stereotypes when they are ingrained in family communication? 

 

1.  American roommates and international roommates can learn a lot from each other. This 

piece from University Language Services explains five benefits that international students 

can enjoy from an American roommate. What would you add to this list?  

 

http://www.universitylanguage.com/blog/05/american-roommate/  

 

2. Feel bad because you were picked last for dodgeball in the 3
rd

 grade? What if you were 

told that because you were a certain gender, you couldn’t play at all? Read this piece 

from the Global Press Institute about the first female professional football coach in 

Rwanda : 

 

http://www.globalpressinstitute.org/global-news/africa/rwanda/rwanda%E2%80%99s-first-

female-professional-football-coach-defies-gender-stereotype?page=3   

 

Answer the following questions:  

a. Grace Nyinawumuntu stated that her cultural identity would not allow her to play 

football and that it was taboo for women. Have you ever had to distance yourself 

from a “norm” this way?  

b. Although the U.S. prides itself on offering many freedoms to males and females, can 

you make correlations where a female or male would feel similarly to Nyinawumuntu 

either with respect to a sport or even in a certain profession?  

c. What do you think will happen to Nyianawumuntu’s marriage if she continues to 

coach? Do you believe she will give up coaching in order to honor her husband?  
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