NOTE-TAKING GUIDE:  CHAPTER 28 “THE VIETNAM ERA, 1961-1975”

	COMMON THREADS 

· In Vietnam, the doctrine of anticommunist containment led to the suppression of a nationalist independence movement.

· An ideological rather than a territorial war, Vietnam witnessed the failure of many American military tactics and strategies learned in World War II.

· 1968 was the year in which both the domestic and foreign crises reached their apogee.

· A fierce cold warrior in his congressional career, Richard M. Nixon had the political capital that allowed him to improve relationships with China and the Soviet Union.

· The Watergate scandal revealed not only President Nixon’s personality, but also the importance of Congress and the Supreme Court in preserving the constitution.
	

	OUTLINE
Introduction
Background to a War, 1945–1963

Vietnam and the Cold War

American Commitments to South Vietnam

The 1963 Turning Point

An American War, 1964–1967

Decisions for Escalation, 1964–1965

Ground and Air War, 1966–1967

The War at Home

1968

The Tet Offensive
Global Passages: The Growth of the Global Antiwar Movement
The Agony of 1968

Nixon and the World

From Vietnamization to the Paris Peace Accords

The End of the Vietnam War

Reduction of Cold War Tensions

Domestic Policy and the Abuse of Power

Curtailing the Great Society

Watergate
	

	WHO? 

Spiro T. Agnew
Salvador Allende
Warren Burger
Archibald Cox
Alexander Dubcek
Andrei Gromyko
Che Guevara
Hubert Humphrey
Henry Kissinger
Henry Cabot Lodge
Eugene “Gene” McCarthy
George McGovern
Golda Meir
Ho Chi Minh
Richard M. Nixon
Augusto Pinochet
Bertrand Russell
Nguyen Van Thieu
George C. Wallace
	
	WHAT? 
détente

free fire zones

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
Ho Chi Minh Trail

My Lai massacre

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Pentagon Papers

shuttle diplomacy

Southern Strategy

stagflation

strategic hamlets
Watergate


	

	REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did the United States get involved in Vietnam?

2. Why did the war escalate after 1963?

3. How did the war affect the political climate within the United States?

4. Why was the Tet Offensive an important turning point in the war, both at home and abroad?

5. How did the Vietnam War affect Nixon’s political conduct?
	

	NOTES: TO FOLLOW UP / QUESTIONS TO ASK IN CLASS




