NOTE-TAKING GUIDE:  CHAPTER 16 “CHAPTER 16: FORGING A TRANSCONTINENTAL NATION, 1877-1900”

	COMMON THREADS
 

· The economic development of the American West depended not only on private entrepreneurs, but also on the significant involvement of the federal government.

· As settlements and economic infrastructure pushed the nation’s frontier further westward, ethnic differences and tensions grew only more complex.

· The West not only fostered the creation of a transcontinental nation, but also of a bi-oceanic one, with thorough networks across the Pacific as well as the Atlantic.

· The myths and collective memories about the frontier reflected the hopes and yearnings of an industrializing civilization, not the reality of Western life.

· The industrial development of the West came with grave consequences for the natural environment.

· 
	

	OUTLINE

Introduction

Meeting Ground of Many Peoples

Changing Patterns of Migration 

Mexican Borders 

Chinese Exclusion 

Mapping the West

The Federal Frontier

Myth and History

Promotion and Memory 

The Culture of Collective Violence 

Extractive Economies and Global Commodities 

Mining and Labor 

Business Travelers 

Railroads Time and Space 

Industrial Ranching 

Corporate Cowboys 

Clearing the Land and Cleansing the Wilderness  

Indian Conflict and Resistance 

Education for Assimilation

The Destruction of the Buffalo

The Dawes Act and Survival 

Tourism, Parks, and Forests
Global Passages: Settler Societies and Indigenous Peoples
	

	WHO? 

William “Buffalo Bill” Cody
“Big” Bill Haywood
Herbert Hoover
Jack Johnson
Mary Elizabeth Lease
John Muir
Gifford Pinchot
Plenty Kill 

John Wesley Powell
Richard Henry Pratt
William Allen White 

	
	WHAT? 

Chinese Exclusion Act
Exodusters
Desert Lands Act

General Allotment Act

Homestead Act of 1862

Peace Policy

Social Darwinism
Omaha Platform
Battle of Little Big Horn
Yosemite Valley

Bureau of Reclamation

Comstock Lode
	

	REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did migration change with the development of the American West?

2. Why was the mapping of the West so important for its development? 

3. How did frontier societies enact law and order in the late 19th century?

4. What different forms of resistance did Indian tribes in the West offer to Anglo-American settlement?

5. How did Anglo-Americans shape the natural environment of the West in the late 19th century?
	

	NOTES: TO FOLLOW UP / QUESTIONS TO ASK IN CLASS




