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Parallelism and Fragments

Bulleted fragments often replace complete sentences in posters. No period is needed after 

a fragment. When possible, use parallel language in lists and headings. (See appendix A.)

Exercise 9.7

Reconsider poster excerpts 9A, 9C, and 9D and complete the following tasks:

Make a list of the abbreviations used in each poster. Which abbreviations a. 

do you think were defi ned earlier in these posters (e.g., in the Introduction 

section)? Which will most likely not be defi ned at all?

Examine the lists contained in each poster. Are all items in a single list paral-b. 

lel to each other? Are punctuation and capitalization used consistently?

Is past or present tense preferred? Is passive or active voice preferred? c. 

Support your answer with at least three examples.

Exercise 9.8

When poster excerpts 9A, 9C, and 9D were prepared, it was assumed that we had 

plenty of space. However, assume now that space is tight. Conserve space in the 

fi rst list of each poster by doing one or more of the following:

Convert the bulleted lists (which currently are written in full sentences) into a. 

shorter fragments. (Be sure to keep the fragments parallel and use proper 

punctuation.)

Abbreviate words that will be easily understood in their abbreviated forms b. 

(e.g., “temp” for temperature).

Reformat numbers and units to make them more condensed (even though c. 

such formatting would be incorrect in a journal article).

Omit some information or make the writing more concise.d. 

Exercise 9.9

Consider the following excerpts taken from experimental sections of journal 

articles. Convert each procedure into a single item or a bulleted list of items that 

would be appropriate for a poster Methods section. Omit information that would 

not be included in a poster.

FTIR spectra were recorded using a Nicolet model 870 spectrometer (Madison, a. 

WI) equipped with a deuterated tryiglycine sulfate (DTGS) detector. (From 

Kizil et al., 2002)
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The liquid chromatograph (LC) was an Agilent (Waldbronn, Germany) 1100 b. 

series system consisting of vacuum degasser, autosampler, binary pump, 

column oven, and diode array detector. (From Pelander et al., 2003)

2-(c. p-Toluenesulfonyl)-49-methoxyacetophenone (2a). A mixture of 2-

bromo-49-methoxyacetophenone (45.8 g, 200 mmol) and p-toluenesulfi nic 

acid sodium hydrate (35.6 g, 200 mmol) in ethanol (1 L) was heated at 

refl ux for 1.5 h. The mixture was stirred and cooled to room temperature, 

and the resulting solid was collected, washed with ethanol (2 3 50 mL), and 

dried to give 54.6 g (90%) of pure 2a. (Adapted from Swenson et al., 2002)

Delphiniumd.  3 cultorum cv. Magic Fountains dark blue/white bee seeds were 

donated by Bodger Seed, Ltd., South El Monte, CA. The seeds were germinated 

in high porosity, peat-based growing mix in Styrofoam trays (4 in. 3 6 in. 3 

2 in.) and grown until the fi rst leaf appeared. The seedlings were then trans-

planted into pots (4 in. 3 4 in. 3 6 in.) and then into large clay pots (10 in. 3 

6 in. 3 10 in.) and were grown until maturity. The plants were raised in the 

Bioactive Natural Products Laboratory Greenhouses, Michigan State University. 

The plants were subjected to a 12 h photoperiod, watered once daily, and main-

tained at 75 8F. Plant parts were harvested when 75–80% of the fl orets were 

fully expanded on each raceme and stored at –20 8C. (From Miles et al., 2000)

 9B Writing on Your Own: Draft Your Poster Methods Section

Create a list of the steps that you took in your research. Which of these steps are necessary 

to include in your poster? Which can be excluded?

Consult fi gure 9.2 to review the moves that make up the Methods section of a poster. 

After you have decided what to include (and what to exclude), write the Methods section 

of your poster. Remember that past tense is preferred and that bulleted lists (with parallel 

language) are common. Use standard formatting, number, and abbreviation conventions 

at fi rst; convert to abbreviated formats if space is tight. Consider adding a photograph or 

illustration to your Methods section.

The Poster Results Section

Like any scientifi c presentation, the poster should tell a story. . . . Include 

only materials relevant to the story line. 

—Anholt (1994)

The Results section is undoubtedly the most important section of the poster. The 

chance to share your results with others is the predominant reason for preparing 

your poster in the fi rst place. However, you must be careful not to overwhelm 


