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Chapter Review

Check your understanding of what you’ve learned from this chapter by defi ning 

each of the following terms, in the context of the chapter, for a friend or colleague 

new to the fi eld:

conference proceedings poster sessions

dangling graphics sentence fragments

parallelism

As a review, explain the answers to the following questions to a friend or col-

league who has not yet written text for a scientifi c poster:

What is the purpose of a poster? ■

Who is the audience of a poster? ■

What is the broad organizational structure of a poster? ■

What are the moves of each section of a poster? ■

What are common conventions regarding abbreviations, capitalization, and  ■

parentheses in a poster?

In what sections of a poster are incomplete sentences appropriate? When  ■

should they not be used? In what sections are bulleted lists appropriate?

How and where should hedging be used in a poster? ■

In which section are citations most common? What is the average number of  ■

citations in a poster? Where are references listed?

Additional Exercises

Exercise 9.23

Sentences a–c are taken from journal articles. For each, (1) indicate which 

poster section the information would belong in (Introduction, Methods, Results, 

Discussion) and (2) rewrite the information so that it is appropriate for a poster.

Filters containing PMa. 2.5 collected at the fi ve sites were extracted with PBS to 

give a solution/suspension of PM2.5. (From Dellinger et al., 2001)

The isotherms for RAMEB-enhanced minerals show lower adsorption as b. 

compared to the pure minerals for all but KA 1 9% RAMEB samples. (From 

Jozefaciuk et al., 2001)

Our results suggest that Crc. 31 has an impact on DNA, DNA topology, and 

consequently processes leading to cell growth and proliferation. This could 
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ultimately lead to the mutagenic and carcinogenic potential of Cr31. Because it 

is known that humans exposed to different Cr31 species accumulate high levels 

of Cr31 intracellularly (17), presented results may have an impact on human 

intake of Cr31 as a nutrition additive. (Adapted from Plaper et al., 2002)

Exercise 9.24

Refl ect on what you have learned about writing text for a poster. Select one of the 

refl ection tasks below and write a thoughtful and thorough response:

Posters must be written and formatted to communicate important ideas with a. 

a minimal amount of effort on the part of viewers.

What are the keys to an effective poster? ■

In what ways do bulleted and numbered lists help? ■

How does the inclusion of graphics assist viewers? ■

Refl ect on the challenges associated with deciding what to include in and b. 

what to exclude from a poster.

What types of information seem to be obligatory for inclusion? ■

What types of information seem to be optional? ■

What types of information should be avoided? ■

What questions will you pose to yourself to guide you in making these  ■

decisions?

Refl ect on the differences between a poster and a journal article.c. 

In what ways are posters and journal articles similar? ■

In what ways are posters and journal articles different? ■

What particular features contribute to poster effectiveness? ■


