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author–date format may be used. Numerical formats are often preferred 

because they conserve space. When citations are used, a References section 

must also be included (see below). In some instances, authors insert the refer-

ence information (not merely a citation) into the text (e.g., “(Boesten et al. 

Org. Lett. 2001, 3, 1121)”). In this case, a References section is not needed.

Verb tense: The poster Introduction is written primarily in the present tense,  ■

though instances of the present perfect (to signal that knowledge gained from 

work completed in the past is still believed to be true in the present) are also 

possible.

Present  In most cases, their concentrations are very low.

  We present the fi rst example of a crystallization-induced 

asymmetric synthesis.

Present perfect  Thus, countries have established recommended maximum 

limits for PCBs . . . 

  As a result, it has been diffi cult for brewing chemists to 

monitor their levels . . . 

Voice and  ■ we: Both active and passive voice are used in the poster Introduction, 

although active voice is more common. The word we can be used to signal the 

current work, that is, the work that the authors will present in the poster.

Passive voice Low-level aldehyde concentrations were monitored.

Active voice We present an asymmetric Strecker reaction where . . . 

Citations and References

Posters generally include a few citations and a References section. (See chapter 17.)

Present Perfect

See table 6.2.

Exercise 9.21

Rewrite the following passages (adapted from Webber et al., 2004, and Wei et al., 

2001, respectively) so that they are more suitable for a poster Introduction sec-

tion. Look for problems with lists, citations, verb tenses, voice, and conciseness.

This poster is about asbestos fi bers that are naturally occurring hydrated a. 

silicate mineral fi bers that found myriad uses in the twentieth century. 

However, airborne asbestos fi bers became the well-recognized cause of 
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asbestosis, bronchogenic carcinoma, and mesothelioma during the latter 

half of that century (Hansen et al., 1998; Timbrell, 1982). In this poster, we 

demonstrate the following:

how we reconstructed airborne asbestos concentrations from the last cen- ■

tury through a combination of

paleolimnological methods ■

particle-separation techniques ■

analytical transmission electron microscopy ■

As everyone knows, plants have been used for centuries in herbalism, home-b. 

opathy, and aromatherapy because of their medicinal qualities. The long-term 

use of plants has led to recent observations about their antioxidant properties 

(1, 2). Many scientists have observed antioxidant activities in compounds 

derived from the volatile constituents (3, 4) and essential oil extracts5,6 of 

plants. They have reported that ingestion of these volatile chemicals can 

prevent lipid peroxidation, which is associated with diseases such as cancer, 

leukemia, and arthritis. In the present study, analysis and antioxidative tests 

on the volatile extract isolated from a commercial beer were performed. Why 

did we choose beer? We chose beer because

it is one of the most popular beverages in the world1. 

its popularity as a beverage is second only to soft drinks2. 

 9E Writing on Your Own: Draft Your Poster Introduction Section

Consider the importance of your research area, more generally, and your own research, 

more specifi cally. What background information will your audience need to grasp the 

importance of this project? Identify a few key references that you could include in your 

Introduction. List the key objectives of your research that are addressed in the poster. 

Then write the Introduction to your poster.

Considering Additional Poster Sections

We conclude the chapter with a brief examination of two additional poster 

 sections: Acknowledgments and References.

The Poster Acknowledgments Section

Funding agencies and any individuals who helped you in the work and who are 

not named as authors of your poster should be acknowledged. If space permits, 

consider including a funding agency logo. (See fi gure 9.1 for an example of a 

poster Acknowledgments section with a logo.)


