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Also, answer the following questions for a friend who has just been encouraged 

to submit a conference abstract:

What is the purpose of the conference abstract? ■

What audience should be addressed in the conference abstract? ■

How are conference abstracts and journal article Introduction sections simi- ■

lar? How are they different? What are the similarities and differences between 

conference and journal article abstracts?

What are the typical moves of a conference abstract? What are some common  ■

variations of these moves?

What are common writing conventions regarding the use of verb tense, voice,  ■

and personal pronouns in a conference abstract?

What information should be included in the title and author list? ■

Additional Exercises

Exercise 8.9

Conference abstracts need not follow the move structure in fi gure 8.1 to accom-

plish their purpose. Consider, for example, the abstract in excerpt 8L below.

How do the moves in excerpt 8L compare to the moves presented in fi gure 8.1? a. 

Identify the moves in the abstract and their order.

Rewrite the abstract so that it (1) begins by introducing the topic, (2) suggests b. 

a gap, and (3) describes the work to be presented.

Suggest a title.c. 

Excerpt 8L (from Phares, 2007) 

The performance of an inlet for the size-resolved collection of aerosols is presented. 

The device resembles a cylindrical differential mobility analyzer (DMA) in that a 

sample fl ow is introduced around the periphery of the annulus between two concentric 

cylinders, and charged particles migrate inward towards the inner cylinder in the pres-

ence of a radial electric fi eld. Instead of being transmitted to an outlet fl ow, the sample 

is collected onto a Nichrome fi lament located on the inner cylinder. The primary ben-

efi t of this mode of size-resolved sampling, as opposed to aerodynamic separation into 

a vacuum, is that chemical ionization of the vapor molecules is feasible. Because there 

is no outlet aerosol fl ow, the collection effi ciency is determined by desorption of the 

particles from the fi lament, chemical ionization of the vapor, separation in a mobility 

drift cell, and continuous measurement of the current produced when the ions impinge 

on a Faraday plate.


