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Exercise 2.9 

Consider the various ways in which you can make your writing more concise. 

Return to the wordy passage in exercise 2.3. Revise the passage so that it is more 

concise. As a guideline, consider that the original was only 90 words long!

 2C Writing on Your Own: Conduct a Literature Search 

In Writing on Your Own task 2B, you generated a list of three to fi ve keywords related to 

your paper topic. Use these keywords to search for peer-reviewed journal articles about 

your topic. The goal is to fi nd at least four articles relevant to your research area. Search 

scientifi c databases such as American Chemical Society Publications or ScienceDirect; be 

cautious with general Internet search engines, such as Google, because they do not limit 

searches to the primary literature.

When you fi nd an article of potential relevance, read the title, abstract, and keywords. If 

this information appears relevant, skim the rest of the article (including tables and fi gures). 

Take notes on (1) what the study was about, (2) what methods were used, and (3) what 

conclusions were drawn.

Print out each article that you decide to use. Be sure to print the entire article. A com-

mon mistake is to print the text but not the references. Check to be sure the printout 

includes full bibliographic information (i.e., the full and abbreviated journal name and the 

article’s title, authors, volume, year, and inclusive page numbers). For a Web-based article, 

write down the full Web address and the month and year that you accessed the site.

Keywords 

Keywords can be used to search for articles in your fi eld. Most journals require authors to 

include a list of keywords with their submissions. Oftentimes, the words are selected from a 

master list provided by the journal.

Organization

In chapter 1, we learned that genres have both broad and fi ne organizational 

structures. In this chapter, we focus on the broad organizational structure of the 

journal article, signaled by identifi able sections and headings. In general, journal 

articles are divided into four major sections. These sections have the familiar 

names Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion; collectively, this orga-

nizational structure is referred to as the IMRD format. In addition to these four 
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Sound Like an Expert 

Learning to write concisely will help you sound like an expert. This skill requires that you 

delete words, as you revise and edit your work, that add little substance or state the 

obvious.

Exercise 2.3

Read the following wordy passage (adapted from Liu et al., 2001) and iden-

tify fi ve words and/or phrases that could be deleted to make the passage more 

concise:

After the mixture had been dried, the remaining residue (CD-capped gold nanoparticles 

+ compound 5) was found to express insolubility in dry CHCl3 but the solubility was 

restored when water was used in the equilibration of the chloroform. In our judgment, 

this fi nding clearly makes it apparent that there must be some water necessary for the 

effi cient phase transfer of the nanoparticles into CHCl3. This fi nding leads to the conclu-

sion that the idealized structure that has been proposed for the nanoparticles after they 

have been transferred to the chloroform phase (Scheme 2) has some aspects that must 

be similar to the structure of reverse micelles. We come to the conclusion that these 

nanoparticle-centered assemblies are similar in a conceptual way to gold-fi lled reverse 

micelles. (124 words)

Removing Unnecessary Words

There are several ways to make the adapted passage in exercise 2.3 more concise. 

One technique is to replace a group of words with a single word that has the same 

meaning. For example,

Wordy This fi nding makes it apparent that . . . (6 words)

More concise This fi nding demonstrates that . . . (4 words)

Wordy We come to the conclusion that . . . (6 words)

More Concise We conclude that . . . (3 words)

Contractions 

Even though contractions seem to make writing more concise, do not use them in your 

papers; contractions are not appropriate in an academic style.


