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Colons, Commas, and Semicolons

See appendix. A.

Exercise 11.6

Consider the following passage from a section in Haes’s proposal, omitted from 

excerpt 11A. We have removed all colons, semicolons, and commas from the 

passage. Decide which form of punctuation belongs in each empty space or if the 

space should remain blank.

The hexadecanethiol (HDT) induced LSPR peak shift for Ag nanotriangles as a function 

of structure has been determined ___ (1) HDT sensitivity decreased by 0.11 and 0.52 nm 

per nm increase in in-plane width at fi xed out-of-plane heights of 50.0 and 30.0 nm ___ 

respectively ___ (2) HDT sensitivity increased by 0.33 nm per nm increase in out-of-

plane height at fi xed in-plane widths of 100 nm ___ (3) HDT sensitivity was 1.5 times 

larger for chopped tetrahedra than for hemispheres with equal volumes ___ and (4) HDT 

sensitivity of Ag nanotriangles was 3.5 times larger than Au nanotriangles with identical 

in-plane widths and out-of-plane heights.

Exercise 11.7

Find one sentence in the proposal in excerpt 11A that illustrates each of the 

following:

The correct use of present tense to describe the goal(s) and objective(s) of the a. 

proposed work.

The correct use of present tense to describe knowledge (or fi ndings) expected b. 

to be true over time.

The correct use of present perfect for work done in the past.c. 

The correct use of future (with d. will) to describe future work.

Exercise 11.8

Each of the following sentences includes a list or series that is not parallel. Revise 

the sentences so that the lists or series within them are parallel.

The method we now describe for deducing the individual J values from a. 

any fi rst-order multiplet requires two principal operations: (1) to assign 

each of the individual 20 components (cf. Figure 1) and (2) systematic 
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identifi cation of the individual J values.5 (Adapted from Hoye and Zhao, 

2002)

Specifi c particulate-associated diseases implicated by these studies include b. 

the exacerbation of asthmatic episodes, the induction of chronic bronchitis, 

and causing the induction of interstitial fi brosis. (Adapted from Kristovich 

et al., 2004)

However, during incineration, the following major problems were encoun-c. 

tered: (1) excessive bed temperature, (2) frequent clinker formation, (3) fl ue 

gases reaching high temperatures, and (4) excessive pressure drop. (Adapted 

from Shie et al., 2004)

Parallelism in Lists

Lists should be parallel in language, numbering, punctuation, and formatting. (See 

appendix A.)

Selecting a Funding Agency and RFP

The most important criteria for all proposal writing are the explicit 

instructions in the RFP. 

—Paradis and Zimmerman (1997)

The fi rst step in writing a successful proposal is to select a funding agency. This 

is no easy task. The number of funding sources is mind-boggling and includes 

federal, state, and local government organizations, as well as public and private 

corporations, foundations, and individuals. To begin to appreciate the range of 

possibilities, browse through the funding opportunities listed on the Web pages 

of the ACS, USDA, EPA, NIH, or NSF. Or, if you have a specifi c topic, create a 

list of keywords and search for them using searchable databases such as www.

grants.gov (a free portal site to more than 1,000 federal grant-making agencies) 

or the Illinois Researcher Information System, IRIS (a fee-based site to more than 

8,600 federal and private funding agencies in the sciences, social sciences, arts, 

and humanities). You can also search online using Google.com or other Internet 

search engines. (If you use Google, try placing quotation marks around the search-

able terms and add (without quotation marks) “1grant” following the terms. E.g., 

if you are searching for grants on water pollution, you might try the following: 

“water pollution” 1grant.)


