
MUSIC IN CENTRAL JAVA 
 

Sample Test 
 

Part 1: Matching. Place the letter of the best matching definition in the blank preceding the number 
of each term. 
 
1. _____  Laras                                          a.  Shadow play 
2. _____  Lagu                                           b.  Puppet master 
3. _____  Pathet                                         c.  Tuning system 
4. _____  Pesindhèn                                  d.  Medium-size drum 
5. _____  Dhalang                                     e.  Melody/tone/song 
6. _____  Gérong                                       f.   Act in wayang kulit 
7. _____  Suling                                         g.  Women who sing with gamelan 
8. _____  Wayang kulit                              h.  Chordophone playing melodies in gamelan 
9. _____  Ciblon                                          i.  End-blown flute 
10. ____  Rebab                                          j.   Male chorus 
 

 
 

Part II Place a brief answer in the blank. 
 
11.  The medley of songs played as an overture to a wayang kulit performance is the ____________. 
12.  The two primary sources for wayang kulit plotlines are the ________________ and ___________. 
13.  __________________ , the city serving as a center of Javanese cultural life since the eighteenth-
century, is informally known as Solo. 
14. The largest gong, the _____________, marks the beginning and end of a colotomic cycle. 
15.  __________ is the five-tone scale in the Javanese tuning system. 
16.  __________ is the seven-tone scale in the Javanese tuning system. 
17.  ________________ was the first American ethnomusicologist to study Javanese music in depth. 
18.  ________________ was the first Javanese to teach gamelan in the United States. 
19,  ________________ is a genre of popular songs using instruments from Western pop and 
gamelan. 
20.  Until Indonesian independence after World War II, the ____________were the major source of 
patronage for gamelan musicians. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sample Test—Answer Key 
 

Part 1: Matching. Place the letter of the best matching definition in the blank preceding the number 
of each term. 
 
1. _____  Laras                                          a.  Shadow play 
2. _____  Lagu                                           b.  Puppet master 
3. _____  Pathet                                         c.  Tuning system 
4. _____  Pesindhèn                                  d.  Medium-size drum 
5. _____  Dhalang                                     e.  Melody/tone/song 
6. _____  Gérong                                       f.   Act in wayang kulit 
7. _____  Suling                                         g.  Women who sing with gamelan 
8. _____  Wayang kulit                              h.  Chordophone playing melodies in gamelan 
9. _____  Ciblon                                          i.  End-blown flute 
10. ____  Rebab                                          j.   Male chorus 
 

 
 

Part II Place a brief answer in the blank. 
 
11.  The medley of songs played as an overture to a wayang kulit performance is the talu. 
12.  The two primary sources for wayang kulit plotlines are the Mahabharata and Ramayana. 
13.  Surakarta , the city serving as a center of Javanese cultural life since the eighteenth-century, is 
informally known as Solo. 
14. The largest gong, the gong ageng, marks the beginning and end of a colotomic cycle. 
15.  Sléndro is the five-tone scale in the Javanese tuning system. 
16.  Pélog is the seven-tone scale in the Javanese tuning system. 
17.  Mantle Hood was the first American ethnomusicologist to study Javanese music in depth. 
18.  Pak Cokro was the first Javanese to teach gamelan in the United States. 
19,  Kroncong is a genre of popular songs using instruments from Western pop and gamelan. 
20.  Until Indonesian independence after World War II, the Javanese rulers/royal courts (either 
answer) were the major source of patronage for gamelan musicians. 
 

 


