
Chapter Three
Identity and American Music

(1)  AA
Pages 41-42
American Citizenship

Explore with your students the requirements for becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen.
What must you do? What must you know? Ask students to interview adults they know to
see if they could pass the test to become a citizen.  

See http://www.usimmigrationbureau.org (last accessed 1/05)
The website has test questions that you can use.

(2) AA
Page 41-42
Immigration and Music

There were two primary entry points for people wishing to immigrate to the United States
in the 1800’s and early 1900’s, Angel Island and Ellis Island. Learn about these two
facilities and how they influenced those who became American immigrants.

http://www.aiisf.org/history (Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation)

http://www.historychannel.com/ellisisland/index2.html (timeline of events at Ellis Island)

Pay particular attention to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the impact that it made
on Asian immigration. What effect may that have had on the influence of Asian music as
roots for American musical sounds?

http://www.usimmigrationbureau.org/
http://www.aiisf.org/history
http://www.historychannel.com/ellisisland/index2.html


(3) E, S
Page 42
Musical Images of America

Have students listen to “God Bless America” using the words as a guide (Chapter 1).
Work together to create a picture book or powerpoint presentation to accompany the
song. What images do your students feel should be portrayed?

Then, do the same with “This Land is Your Land”. Encourage students to reflect on the
meaning in the text since Guthrie was considered a poet. Show the two examples and
discuss what they say about the identity, diversity and unity of American music.

(4) E, S
Pages 44-45
Images of Musical Performance

“God Bless America” became a signature song for Kate Smith. Find a picture of Kate
Smith to show your students. What is she wearing? Where is she performing? Who is in
the audience?

http://katesmith.org (last accessed 1/05) The site contains pictures, history and other
helpful information.

Do the same for Woody Guthrie. What is he wearing? Where is he performing? Who is in
the audience? 

http://www.woodyguthrie.org (last accessed 1/05)
The foundation website contains pictures, history and a variety of information of
Guthrie’s career.

These two images are likely to show a continuing difference in the performance of
American music today. Whether at a baseball game or in a concert hall, “God Bless
America” is likely to be performed in a more formal way than is “This Land is Your
Land”. Discuss how this difference is reflected in American politics. Where do students
see themselves and their families fitting in the performance picture?

_______________________________________________________________________

http://katesmith.org/
http://www.woodyguthrie.org/


(5) E, S
Page 47 
Do Re Mi

Rodgers and Hammerstein were creating music for public performance at the same time
that Woody Guthrie was. Play for students “Do Re Mi” from The Sound of Music. You
may want to show it to them as it appears in the movie version (Fox Home
Entertainment, 2002). Then play Woody Guthrie’s “Do Re Mi” which can be seen
performed by John Mellencamp on A Vision Shared: A Tribute to Woody Guthrie and
Leadbelly (Sony, 1988). Compare the performers, instruments, subject matter of the
songs and any other ideas which come to mind.

(6) AA
Page 49
American Slogan

For years, people have heard the slogan “as American as baseball, hot dogs and apple
pie.” Ask students to rewrite the slogan to read “as musically American as _________,
_________ and ___________.” Compare what your students put in the blanks and how it
reflects their musical identity.

(7) AA
Page 50
Gray Goose

“Gray Goose” is a blending of the ballad tradition with the call and response of
traditional African American musical form. Listen so that students can learn the two
responses for the song. Have them join in singing with the CD Track 22. Then listen
again without singing the responses to pick out the story of the song.

________________________________________________________________________



(8) AA
Page 51
Hoedown

The media is a powerful tool for using music to carry the message of marketing a product
or idea. Play Copland’s “Hoedown” from Rodeo. Ask students to write down on the
board or in their notebooks thoughts or ideas that come to mind as they listen. When the
music is finished, sort the words into like groups and see what emerges. Choose other
pieces of music that have been used for movies, commercials or advertising and try the
same process. Find a commercial that you like and try turning down the sound while you
add a new selection of music. Does it change the effect of the message?

(9) AA
Page 54
Who Are You?

Identity can show unity and diversity. In your classroom, ask students the question “Who
are you?” Have each student stand and give an answer. When each answer is given,
determine if you could also give that same answer. For example, if one student answered
“I am a girl”, all the other girls would stand in unity with her. Continue working your
way around the classroom until you have asked each student to give an answer. The
object is not to repeat any ideas. Then discuss with students if there is more unity or
diversity in the class. How did it feel when you could stand in unity, and how did it feel
when you had to remain seated?

(10) S, C/U
Page 56
We Shall Overcome

Watch the video “We Shall Overcome” (Pacific Arts Video, 1990) which tells the story
of the power of this song. It illustrates its development in this country, and in other places
around the world.



(11) AA
Page 54
What’s Mine is Yours

Go back and listen to “God Bless America” CD Track 1 and “This Land Is Your Land”
CD Track 20. Notice that “God Bless America” speaks of America as “mine” and “I”.
“This Land Is Your Land” broadens to share the view between “you and me”. “We Shall
Overcome” CD Track 25, speaks of a new vision that would include everyone by using
“we”. What does this say about those represented by these songs? Where does each fit in
the themes of identity, diversity and unity?


