
Chapter One
A Unifying Vision
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American Musical Photo Album

As you listen to the musical selections from the CD (track 1-4), ask students to consider
the following questions:

1) What does the performer look like?
2) Who is in the audience?
3) Where is the performance probably taking place?

These questions will help highlight for students how the American musical photo album
can help us to observe the diversity of tradition as well. Have students draw or compile a
depiction of each performance through collage. Share the pictures with the class and
discuss them determine if there is agreement. Ask students which performance they
would be most comfortable attending and why?
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God Bless America

We no longer hear Kate Smith sing “God Bless America” but since the events of
September 11, 2001, it is still heard regularly in the United States. Listen carefully to the
words of the song. Why would this song have become such a musical beacon for people
in the United States? Where is it customarily performed? It has become the anthem of the
“seventh inning stretch” for American baseball. Have students watch a baseball game and
listen to see whether they hear “God Bless America” or “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”.
Ask them to describe its performance: is it just the way they learned it, or is it varied,
personalized, ornamented, even slightly improvised?
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El Salon Mexico

Discuss with students what they might expect to hear in an orchestral piece of music that
was inspired by the music of Mexico. What instruments would seem entirely Mexican to
them? What else might they hear to connect it to the Mexican influence? Listen to El
Salon Mexico by Copland using the listening map below as a guide. Follow the counter
on your CD player to coincide with the time frame on the listening map. Use the contour
to help students follow melody and rhythm as well as form in the piece.
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American Musicians

Following activity 1.2 on page 3, create a bulletin board with your students. Display
pictures of American musicians from a variety of time periods in American history. Have
students interview their parents and grandparents for examples of American music. Find
pictures to add to the display.

Look at the collection, Get America Singing…Again (1997) to see which songs are
included. How many of them do your students and their families know? If the students
were to put together a list of American songs that they think everyone should know, what
would they include?

(5) S
Page 4
The Three Themes

The author identifies three themes that are used throughout the book: diversity, identity,
and unity or oneness. Have a discussion with students about these three terms. What do
they mean? What do they make you think about with regard to life in the United States?
How are they reflected in your school? Are the three terms of equal importance or are
they given different emphasis?
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Looking From Above

The author, Adelaida Reyes, discusses how perspective effects the way we perceive
things. Share several resources with your students which will help them to understand the
power of this concept. 

Children’s Books:
Arthus-Bertrand , Y. & Burleigh, R. (2002). Earth from above for young readers. NY: 

Abrams Publishing.

Jenkins, S. (1995). Looking down. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Adult Sources:
Arthus-Bertrand, Y. (2002). Earth from above. NY: Abrams Publishing.

http:www.yannarthusbertrand.com/yann2/affichage.htp
Website of photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand (last accessed 12/2004)
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Pointillism

Reyes discusses the technique of pointillism in art. Seek out a painting by Chuck Close
(examples:     ) and show students what it looks like from afar. Then zoom in close and
see that the painting is created by a series of painted boxes on a huge canvas. In each tiny
square, there is a background color and up to three additional circles of color. It is not
until you step back from the painting that you can see how these painted squares create a
larger image. His technique is know as Photorealism. Have students investigate Chuck
Close to discover why his technique is so unusual. 

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/close_chuck.html (last accesed 1/05)
This site gives a listing of Close’s works and the galleries or museums in which they can
be found. There are links to the museums which have a wealth of information on the
artist and his works.

For more information:
http://www.washington.edu/alumni/columns/june97/close1.html (last accesed 1/05)

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/close_chuck.html
http://www.washington.edu/alumni/columns/june97/close1.html
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National Heritage Fellowships

Have your students explore the National Endowment for the Arts to determine the criteria
for the National Heritage Fellowships. Where does the music of these individuals fit on
the bulletin board of American musical traditions that you have been creating. Find
listening examples for students to hear to help begin organizing the musical choices into
groups. Do these new additions fit with material that is already on the bulletin board, or
must new categories be created? Have students begin to identify characteristics of the
music which will help in grouping it.
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The Roots of American Sounds

What is the sound of American music and where does it come from? Explore the many
influences on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_the_United_States . Look into the
broad roots profile which includes klezmer, conjunto, zydeco and pow wow traditions.
Investigate other sources of information on American musical roots.

http://www.american-music.org/publications/bullarchive/bongo.htm (provides
information on klezmer)

http://dmoz.org/Arts/music/styles/Regional_and_Ethnic/Native_American (Links to
information on Native American music

http://www.aarising.com (Asian American musicians)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_the_United_States
http://www.american-music.org/publications/bullarchive/bongo.htm
http://dmoz.org/Arts/music/styles/Regional_and_Ethnic/Native_American
http://www.aarising.com/
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The Star Spangled Banner

At each Olympic games and other sporting events, the Star-Spangled Banner is played as
the National Anthem of the United States. Some times it is heard as an instrumental
piece; sometimes it is sung. Listen to several versions of the National Anthem. Notice the
differences that have been created in this piece of American history. Which version do
you like best and why? How would this song have originally sounded? Learn about the
history of the piece by reading By the Dawn’s Early Light: The Story of the Star
Spangled Banner (2000).

Kroll, S. & Andreasen, D. (2000). By the dawn’s early light: The story of the Star
Spangled Banner. NY: Scholastic, Inc.



Overhead Transparency

God bless America, land that I love;

Stand beside her, and guide her through the

night with the light from above.

From the mountain, to the prairie, to the

ocean white with foam;

God bless America my home sweet home.

______________________________________________________



El Salon Mexico by Aaron Copland

0:00-0:29 Listen for these patterns. Which instruments play?

0:30-1:32 Follow each line the first time it is played. Which instrument is playing? How
does Copland vary the instrument line when it is repeated?

1:32-2:16
Bassoon-Clarinet duet

2:17-3:24
String Duet

3:25-5:03
Passing the Duet between woodwinds, brass and strings

5:04-5:20
Which pattern above can be used again in this section?

5:21-8:00
How does this section differ from the other sections that we have heard? What types of
images does this section portray through the music?

8:01-9:32
Notice the way that the rhythm makes the music feel as if it changes meter. Quietly keep
the beat as you listen. 

9:33-end
Copland begins a game of passing the first theme from section to section. Follow the first
figure and see if you can hear which instruments have “the ball”.
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