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We have written this edition of Introduction to Global Politics with an increasingly 
interdependent world in mind. Perhaps the word “globalization” has become so 
overplayed that it has not retained much of its original force. And yet there is no 

unifying topic more important than globalization, no political trend of the same magnitude. 
Even our everyday decisions—those as seemingly trivial and isolated as what food to eat, what 
clothes to wear, what books to read, or what movies to see—aff ect the quality of life of everyone 
around us and of billions of people in distant countries. Meanwhile, decisions made around 
the world aff ect our daily life.

Not only is the world changing, becoming more complex and interconnected than ever 
before, but the nature of this course is also evolving. No matter what it’s called—international 
relations, world politics, or global politics—the course has transformed in recent years, asking 
us to examine not only relations among countries but a broader context of global events and 
issues. In this book, we therefore take a global approach that fosters an awareness of and ap-
preciation for a variety of worldviews. To quote the French writer Marcel Proust, we believe that 
“the real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes.”

Our Approach
So what does it mean to take a “global” view of world politics? By this, we mean two things: 
First, this textbook brings together academics from around the world, drawing from a diver-
sity of thought unmatched by other textbooks. Despite the range of views represented here, 
all of the contributors teach international relations courses, and we agree on emphasizing 
the challenges we all face as members of a global community. This book thus introduces stu-
dents not only to the diversity of thinking in our fi eld but to its common elements.

Second, we discuss in some detail the various critical actors in global politics. We explore 
the role of individual nation-states as well as international institutions such as the United Na-
tions, the European Union, and critically important economic institutions, including the World 
Bank Group and the World Trade Organization. We carefully assess how diff erent groups and 
individuals have shaped these global institutions, holding diff erent views on how best to govern 
this world of nearly two hundred independent nation-states. We also explore the growing 
number and signifi cance of nongovernmental actors, both multinational corporations such as 
Nike and McDonald’s and nongovernmental organizations such as Oxfam and Doctors With-
out Borders. The entire world saw how important these actors are as we experienced several 
signifi cant events early in the twenty-fi rst century, including the global economic crisis that 
began in 2008; the 2010 earthquake that resulted in the devastation of Haiti and was one of 
the deadliest earthquakes of all time; and the 2011 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear crisis in 
Japan, estimated to be the most expensive disaster in history. The fi eld is changing as the world 
changes. With this new edition of Introduction to Global Politics, we hope to improve on the 
standard conversation; to bring the introductory course more in line with today’s research; to 
ask (and try to answer) the kind of questions most relevant for students of world politics today.

This textbook will introduce students to the mainstream theoretical traditions of re-
alism and liberalism (Chapter 3) and to critical approaches that are often left out of other 
texts, including constructivism, Marxism, feminism, and utopianism (Chapter 4). Our 
goal is to introduce students to all relevant voices so they can make an informed choice 
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about how best to both explain and understand our world. We clearly lay out important 
theories so that they illuminate the actors and issues we discuss, rather than cloud them 
in further mystery. In short, we hope these pages will help each student develop a more 
informed worldview.

Learning Goals
An important assumption of this text is that theory matters. Every individual sees the world 
through theories and uses them to organize, evaluate, and critically review contending posi-
tions in controversial policy areas. Unfortunately, many people take positions that lack sup-
porting evidence; they accept a statement or position as true or valid because it fi ts with their 
beliefs or reinforces what they believe to be true.

After completing a course using this text, students will know more about the global 
system, the most important global actors, and the issues that shape the priorities and behav-
ior of states and other actors in that system. This text encourages students to approach global 
politics in an informed, well-reasoned, and theoretically grounded manner. Overall, the chap-
ters in this edition focus on four core learning goals:

• Goal One: To develop a comprehensive understanding of the various theoretical tradi-
tions in global politics and the roles they play.

After taking a course using this text, students should be able to
•  describe the core assumptions of mainstream positions held by realists and 

liberals, as well as critical approaches taken by constructivists, Marxists, femi-
nists, and utopians.

• identify the similarities and diff erences between these theories or approaches.
•  identify how someone with a particular worldview constructs the world in 

terms of policy priorities and responses to these problems.
• Goal Two: To understand the relationship between theory and policymaking or prob-

lem-solving in global politics. Students will come to see how realists, liberals, and 
critical theorists describe global policy challenges and will review their positions on 
how we should respond to these challenges.

• Goal Three: To appreciate the diversity of worldviews and theoretical assumptions 
that may inform political situations. Students will explore their own worldview as 
well as others and will come to understand how these views both limit and liberate.

• Goal Four: To develop an understanding of the global system and thereby increase 
the capacity to act or participate at various levels within it. Students will be able to

•  identify how power is organized, who the key players in the system are, and 
what role they play.

•  identify opportunities for civic engagement and participation in the policy 
processes at local and global levels.

In this edition, at the beginning of each chapter we identify specifi c learning objectives that 
stem from these overarching goals. The review questions at the end of the chapter check that 
students have met the learning objectives.

Organization
Introduction to Global Politics is divided into fi ve parts. The fi rst two parts are foundational, 
covering the basic histories and theories every student should know to be an informed and 
engaged citizen in this global society. The third part introduces the main actors on the world 
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stage—from states, to intergovernmental organizations, to transnational actors and nongov-
ernmental agencies. The fi nal two parts focus on issues of crucial importance to the security 
and prosperity of the people in the world. We discuss war, terrorism, and human rights, and 
human security in our section on global security. In the last section of the book we focus on 
political economy and the environment, with an emphasis on trade, development, and envi-
ronmental sustainability. Each chapter provides essential information about the issue area 
and presents case studies and worldview questions that encourage students to think about 
these issues from contending perspectives.

Pedagogical Features
To aid students with the development of their own, more well-informed worldview, we have 
supplied several active-learning features, outside of the main text, within every chapter. These 
boxed essays and other elements provide discussion questions and bring into sharp relief 
some of the unique themes of this book:

• Global Perspectives—Each one of these feature essays opens a window onto another 
part of the world, showing how other countries and world organizations perceive and 
manage global politics.

• Theory in Practice—These features examine real-world scenarios using a variety 
of theoretical lenses, demonstrating the explanatory power of theories in global 
politics.

• Case Studies—For a more in-depth analysis of a subject, students can turn to these 
boxed essays that delve into world events.

• What’s Your Worldview?—These short, critical-thinking questions in every chap-
ter challenge students to develop their own, more well-informed ideas about global 
actors and issues.

• NEW: Thinking about Global Politics—This feature at the end of each chapter pres-
ents in-class activities dealing with real-world political issues. These activities give 
students the opportunity to develop their critical-thinking skills and apply what they 
have learned. Each activity includes follow-up questions or writing prompts.

• NEW: Engaging with the World—These short boxes in the margin highlight op-
portunities to get involved with organizations and individuals working for positive 
change in the world.

Every part of this textbook has been developed with today’s college student in mind. 
The book includes a number of integrated study aids—such as a running glossary, review 
questions, and annotated lists of further readings and online resources—all of which help 
students read and retain important information while extending their learning experience. 
Two opposing quotations open every chapter, setting up two sides of one possible debate for 
students to consider while reading. At the end of every chapter, rather than simply summa-
rizing the contents for students, we provide a conclusion that requires students to analyze 
the various topics and themes of the chapter a bit more critically, placing everything they 
have learned into a broader context across chapters. Students need to acquire strong critical-
thinking skills; they need to learn how to make connections among real-world events they 
hear about in the news and the ideas they learn about in class—and so it is with these goals 
in mind that the authors and editors have developed this edition.

One last point with regard to pedagogical features: the art program has been carefully 
selected to support critical thinking as well; not only do we present a number of maps that 
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off er unique global perspectives on historic events and modern world trends, but we have also 
incorporated data graphics and compelling photographs to engage students visually. The cap-
tions of many of these images include questions for further thought—once again connecting 
the reader back to the core content of the course, with an interesting prompt or relevant point.

New to This Edition
We have thoroughly updated this edition of Introduction to Global Politics in light of recent 
trends and events that are shaping our world, such as the ongoing Arab Spring, the rise 
of China, and the continuing eff ects of the global economic crisis. In addition, we have re-
vised for more balanced coverage, and we have strengthened our focus on active learning. In 
making these revisions, we have taken into account the helpful comments from reviewers as 
well as our own experience using the fi rst edition in our classes.

Revision Highlights
• We have developed a new Chapter 7, Nongovernmental Actors, that includes ex-

panded coverage of NGOs, transnational social movements, corporations, celebrity 
diplomacy, and networks.

• We have expanded and rebalanced our global coverage throughout the text. Exam-
ples include a new section on Latin America in Chapter 2, a section on third-world 
socialists in Chapter 4, discussions of the African Union and the OAS in Chapter 6, 
and a discussion of the war in the Congo in Chapter 8.

• We have threaded critical IR theories throughout the text more evenly and provided 
tables summarizing these perspectives alongside traditional IR theories.

• A new feature at the end of each chapter called “Thinking about Global Politics” 
off ers step-by-step guides to short, critical-thinking activities that can be carried out 
in class, in addition to follow-up written assignments.

• Theory in Practice, Global Perspective, and Case Study boxes now include discus-
sion questions to spark class discussion.

• New Case Studies off er in-depth analysis of topics such as sexual violence and 
cyberterrorism.

• A new feature called “Engaging with the World” appears in the margin, suggesting 
ways that students can get involved with activist organizations.

• Specifi c learning objectives—which fl ow from the larger goals laid out in this 
preface—are now presented in each chapter introduction and refl ected in the review 
questions at the end of the chapter.

• We have updated the annotated lists of further readings and online resources at the 
end of each chapter.

• Figures, tables, and maps have been updated, replaced, or added, refl ecting the most 
recent data.

• We have signifi cantly updated our photo program, replacing over half of the photos 
in the text to coincide with textual updates and keep pace with current events.

Chapter-by-Chapter Improvements
• Chapter 1: Introduction to Global Politics—In addition to updating throughout, we 

have added a new introduction on the changing global power structure, a new case 
study to spark class discussion on the Congo and the uneven eff ects of globaliza-
tion, new data graphics, an explanation of the diff erent types of globalization, and a 
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Thinking about Global Politics activity on how globalization aff ects us. We have also 
revised the introduction to levels of analysis.

• Chapter 2: The Evolution of Global Politics—We have updated and reframed this 
chapter to refl ect recent trends and events, including the global economic crisis, the 
growing importance of G-20 and BRICS countries, the social protest movements in 
the Middle East, the Obama presidency, and the death of Osama bin Laden. We have 
expanded our discussion of the legacies and consequences of European colonialism 
and added a map of former colonial territories, and we have added a section on Latin 
America. The new Thinking about Global Politics activity requires students to analyze 
several confl ict situations from the perspective of diff erent state and nonstate actors.

• Chapter 3: Realism and Liberalism—We have updated the chapter introduction in 
light of recent events in North Korea. We have also added two tables: one on the 
waves of IR theory and the development of the fi eld of international relations; and 
one that puts the core assumptions of realism, liberalism, and radical liberalism/
utopianism side by side. The Theory in Practice box on the prisoner’s dilemma now 
appears in this chapter, and we have moved the case study on neoliberalism from 
Chapter 4 to the liberalism section of this chapter. The new Thinking about Global 
Politics activity provides step-by-step instructions for holding a mock summit on 
global problems.

• Chapter 4: Critical Approaches—We have updated the chapter introduction and em-
phasized the importance of studying critical approaches in addition to traditional IR 
theories. We explain that such approaches represent marginalized voices and per-
spectives in the discipline and in global politics (e.g., women, the developing world) 
and that they provide explanations for issues not considered by traditional theories. 
We have added a section on third-world Socialists and expanded our discussion of 
constructivism. This chapter also includes two new tables: one on indicators of world 
inequality, and one on the general assumptions of realism, liberalism, utopian/world-
order models, and world-system theory. Two new Theory in Practice boxes cover the 
gendered perspective on human rights and Jane Addams and the Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom, and a new case study addresses sexual violence. 
The Thinking about Global Politics activity simulates a “meeting of the minds” to 
review the core assumptions of the key theoretical voices from Chapters 3 and 4.

• Chapter 5: Making Foreign Policy—This chapter has a new introduction and has 
been signifi cantly reworked for accessibility. We include a new section called Who 
Makes Foreign Policy? and defi ne all new terms up front. We have added detail to the 
discussion of levels of analysis, as well as a table of factors at each level, and moved 
this discussion earlier in the chapter. We have further reorganized the chapter so 
that the section on the foreign policy process precedes the section on foreign policy 
strategies and tools, and we have cut the detailed section on the evolution of U.S. 
foreign policy. Our discussion of failed states has been expanded and now includes 
a table listing the world’s most failed states and their symptoms. We have also added 
two new data graphics, on nationalism and on economic aid donors. In the Think-
ing about Global Politics activity at the end of the chapter, we challenge students to 
make a case for a new world order.

• Chapter 6: Global and Regional Governance—We have added more global coverage 
of regional governance, including sections on the African Union and the OAS. We 
have also added a new table on UN peacekeeping operations in 2011. The Thinking 
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about Global Politics activity is a trivia-style game exploring the core assumptions of 
realism, liberalism, and the critical approaches.

• Chapter 7: Nongovernmental Actors—This chapter has been rewritten from the 
ground up and off ers an in-depth look at nongovernmental actors including NGOs, 
multinational corporations, foundations, think tanks, criminal and terrorist net-
works, and individuals such as celebrities who become involved in diplomacy. We 
include data graphics on the growth of international NGOs and the global distri-
bution of think tanks, as well as tables of major foundations and think tanks with 
signifi cant global activities. The Thinking about Global Politics activity is a problem-
based exercise that directs students to consider which public, private, and civil-soci-
ety actors should pool their resources to respond to global problems.

• Chapter 8: Security and Military Power—This chapter has been expanded to off er 
more coverage of failed states, conventional confl ict, and the changing nature of 
war, with a new introduction centering on the devastation of the ongoing war in the 
Congo. We have added a new data graphic on state-to-nonstate confl ict and new sec-
tions on Marxist and radical liberal or utopian views on security, counterinsurgency 
(COIN) and counterterrorism (CT) strategies, the possibility of new roles for NATO, 
and the Zero Movement. The Thinking about Global Politics activity sets up a class 
discussion from diff erent perspectives on the arms race.

• Chapter 9: Terrorism—This chapter has a new section on the global eff ort to detect, 
deter, and protect against terrorist activity following the death of Osama bin Laden. 
The new introduction raises the issue of piracy in Somalia as an entree into the dis-
cussion of the causes of terrorism and how globalization aff ects the use of terrorist 
tactics. We have included new data graphics, a Case Study on cyberterrorism, and a 
Thinking about Global Politics activity on developing testable hypotheses to explain 
terrorist behavior.

• Chapter 10: Human Rights and Human Security—In this chapter we have included 
a new map of democracy in the world and expanded our discussion of the spread of 
democracy in light of recent democratic activism in the Middle East and other parts 
of the world.

  We have added new sections on human rights legislation and enforcement. We 
have also added new data graphics and a new table comparing world views. The Think-
ing about Global Politics activity challenges students to develop a plan for a conference 
that addresses the human security problems and repression in a fi ctional state.

• Chapter 11: International Political Economy—We have updated this chapter in light 
of the ongoing European debt crisis and added a new section on the G-20. We have 
also expanded the discussion of the Marxist tradition and included a new Theory in 
Practice box on Contending Views of Capitalism. The Thinking about Global Poli-
tics activity prompts students to explore questions of globalization.

• Chapter 12: Global Trade and Finance—We have updated this chapter to refl ect the 
current trade and fi nance struggles across the globe. We have also added a new table 
of OECD Indicators of Social Justice and a data graphic on estimated ownership of 
U.S. Treasury securities. In the Thinking about Global Politics section we present a 
multi-part activity on the global commons challenge.

• Chapter 13: Poverty, Development, and Hunger—We have added new maps of hunger 
and the global distribution of wealth, and we have updated the tables on GDP and 
GDP per capita growth. The Thinking about Global Politics activity asks students to 
evaluate contending arguments for aid and then make a case on either side.
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• Chapter 14: Environmental Issues—We have updated this chapter with post- 
Copenhagen developments and connected these meetings to our theory discussion. 
We have also made updates in light of the devastating series of natural catastrophes 
the world experienced in 2011, added a section on deep ecology, and updated the data 
graphics. The Thinking about Global Politics activity asks students to evaluate con-
tending images of the future, considering environmental, political, economic, and 
sociocultural factors.

Supplements
Oxford University Press off ers instructors and students a comprehensive ancillary package 
for qualifi ed adopters of Introduction to Global Politics.

Companion Website at www.oup.com/he/lamy
• For instructors, this site includes the teaching tools described below, available for 

immediate download. Contact your local OUP sales representative for access.
• For students, the companion website includes a number of study tools, including 

learning objectives, key-concept summaries, quizzes and essay questions, Web ac-
tivities, and Web links.

Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Item File
• The Instructor’s Resource Manual includes chapter objectives, a detailed chapter 

outline, lecture suggestions and activities, discussion questions, video resources, 
and Web resources. Available on the Instructor’s Resource CD or as a download from 
the Web at www.oup.com/us/lamy.

• The Test Item File includes over 1,400 test items, including multiple-choice, short- 
answer, and essay questions. Questions are identifi ed as factual, conceptual, or applied, 
and correct answers are keyed to the text pages where the concepts are presented.

Computerized Test Bank
Using the test authoring and management tool Diploma, the computerized test bank that ac-
companies this text is designed for both novice and advanced users. Diploma enables instruc-
tors to create and edit questions, create randomized quizzes and tests with an easy-to-use 
drag-and-drop tool, publish quizzes and tests to online courses, and print quizzes and tests 
for paper-based assessments. Available on the Instructor’s Resource CD.

PowerPoint-Based Slides
Each chapter’s slide deck includes a succinct chapter outline and incorporates relevant chap-
ter graphics. Available on the Instructor’s Resource CD or as a download from the Web.

Instructor’s Resource CD
This resource puts all of your teaching tools in one place. This CD includes the Instructor’s 
Resource Manual with Tests, the Computerized Test Bank, the PowerPoint-based slides, and 
the graphics from the text.

Now Playing Video Guide
Through documentaries, feature fi lms, and YouTube videos, Now Playing: Learning Global 
Politics Through Film provides video examples of course concepts to demonstrate real-world 
relevance. Each video is accompanied by a brief summary and 3–5 discussion questions. 
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Now Playing can be packaged for free with every new copy of this text. Qualifi ed adopters 
will also receive a Netfl ix subscription that enables them to show students the fi lms discussed 
in the book. Please use package ISBN 978-0-19-994644-0 to order.

Video
CNN Videos: Off ering recent clips on timely topics, this DVD provides up to 15 fi lms tied to the 
chapter topics in the text. Each clip is approximately 5–10 minutes in length, off ering a great 
way to launch your lectures. Contact your local OUP sales representative for details. 

Research and Writing Guide
The Student Research and Writing Guide for Political Science provides students with the infor-
mation and tools necessary to conduct research and write a research paper. This brief guide 
gives students the basics on how to get started writing a research paper, explains the parts of 
a research paper, and presents the citation formats found in academic writing. The Student 
Research and Writing Guide for Political Science can be packaged for free with a new copy of 
this text or purchased separately. 

E-Book
Available through CourseSmart.

Course Cartridges
To order the Instructor’s Resource CD or course cartridges, please contact your Oxford Uni-
versity Press sales representative at (800) 280-0208.

Packaging Options
Adopters of Introduction to Global Politics can package ANY Oxford University Press book 
with the text for a 20 percent savings off  the total package price. See our many trade and 
scholarly off erings at www.oup.com, then contact your local OUP sales representative to re-
quest a package ISBN. In addition, the following items can be packaged with the text for free:

Oxford Pocket World Atlas, Sixth Edition: This full-color atlas is a handy reference for 
international relations/global politics students.

Very Short Introduction Series: These very brief texts off er succinct introductions to 
a variety of topics. Titles include Terrorism by Townshend, Globalization, Second 
Edition, by Steger, and Global Warming by Maslin, among others.

Acknowledgments
The authors wish to thank all members of Oxford University Press, in particular Jennifer Car-
penter, executive editor, for her tireless sponsorship of this complex project, for her guidance, 
enthusiasm, and insights; Lauren Mine, development editor, for helping make this book an 
even better resource in this edition; Maegan Sherlock, assistant editor, who worked effi  ciently 
to arrange reviews, prepare manuscripts, and secure permissions; production editor Keith 
Faivre, who managed the project with style and grace; Frank Hubert, copyeditor, provided 
the right amount of polish; and last but not least, art director Michele Laseau, who updated 
the book’s inviting design for this edition. Beyond the individual authors and editors of this 
edition, there are many others who contributed to its shape and its success. We owe a debt of 
gratitude to the following people:

Steve Lamy would like to thank his research assistants Reid Lidow, Marielle Olentine, 
and Lauren Thomas and his students in IR 210.

0199934072_i_xxxiv_FM.indd   xviii0199934072_i_xxxiv_FM.indd   xviii 6/26/12   12:38 PM6/26/12   12:38 PM



  PREFACE xix

Expert Reviewer and Supplements Author
John Masker, Temple University

Reviewers for the Second Edition
Michael R. Baysdell
Saginaw Valley State University—
University Center, Michigan

Pamela Blackmon
Pennsylvania State University, Altoona—
Altoona, Pennsylvania

Richard P. Farkas
DePaul University—Chicago, Illinois

Stefan Fritsch
Bowling Green State University—
Bowling Green, Ohio

Robert F. Gorman
Texas State University, San Marcos—
San Marcos, Texas

Jeannie Grussendorf
Georgia State University—Atlanta, Georgia

Clinton G. Hewan
Northern Kentucky University—
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Carrie Humphreys
The University of Utah—Salt Lake City, 
Utah

Michael G. Jackson
Stonehill College—Easton, Massachusetts

Michael D. Kanner
University of Colorado at Boulder—
Boulder, Colorado

Greg Knehans
University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro—Greensboro, North Carolina

Lisa Kissopoulos
Northern Kentucky University—
Highland Heights, Kentucky

Cecelia Lynch
University of California, Irvine—Irvine, 
California

Domenic Maff ei
Caldwell College—Caldwell, New Jersey

Eduardo Magalhães III
Simpson College—Indianola, Iowa

Lawrence P. Markowitz
Rowan University—Glassboro, New Jersey

Emily Rodio
Saint Joseph’s University—Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

Anna M. Rulska
North Georgia College & State 
University—Dahlonega, Georgia

Maria Sampanis
California State University, Sacramento—
Sacramento, California

Edwin A. Taylor III
Missouri Western State University—
St. Joseph, Missouri

Alana Tiemessen
University of Massachusetts Amherst—
Amherst, Massachusetts

Robert E. Williams
Pepperdine University—Malibu, 
California

The book would not have been the same without the assistance and insight from these out-
standing scholars and teachers. Meanwhile, any errors you may fi nd in the book remain our 
own. We welcome your feedback and thank you for your support.

Steven L. Lamy
John Baylis
Steve Smith
Patricia Owens

0199934072_i_xxxiv_FM.indd   xix0199934072_i_xxxiv_FM.indd   xix 6/26/12   12:38 PM6/26/12   12:38 PM




