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STUDENT STUDY GUIDE 

CHAPTER NINE 
 

Multiple Choice Questions 

 
1. Which of the following is a type of case that is often heard by lower level courts? 

a. Breach of contract 

b. Federal appeals 

c. Maritime claims 

d. Intellectual property disputes 

 

2. Which of the following is not an example of a status offense? 

a. Curfew violation 

b. Truancy 

c. Neglect 

d. Running away 

 

3. Which of the following does not take place at an initial hearing? 

a. Defendant is advised of charges 

b. Bail is set 

c. An attorney is appointed 

d. Defendant enters a plea 

 

4. If a person dies without a will, they are ___________. 

a. probate  

b. intestate 

c. judicially determined 

d. parens patriae 

 

5. Who usually serves as a prosecutor for petty misdemeanor cases? 

a. Police officers 

b. Victims 

c. Government attorneys 

d. Either a or b 

e. a, b, or c 

 

6. Courts of ____________ jurisdiction are also known as trial courts. 

a. limited 

b. special 

c. original 

d. appellate 
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7. Which of the following is not an Article I court of limited jurisdiction? 

a. U.S. Tax Court 

b. U.S. Court of International Trade 

c. Bankruptcy Court 

d. United States magistrate judges 

 

8. What is determined at a juvenile court transfer hearing? 

a. Whether the juvenile is in a state of dependency 

b. Whether the offense meets a statutory exclusion 

c. Whether the juvenile is a threat to public safety 

d. Whether the prosecuting attorney can direct file the case with an adult criminal 

court 

 

9. In what state was the first drug court created? 

a. California 

b. Florida 

c. Delaware 

d. New Jersey 

 

10. The first juvenile court was created in the state of ___________. 

a. Texas 

b. New Mexico 

c. Michigan 

d. Illinois 

 

11. Under the English common law, children over age _____ were presumed capable of 

forming criminal intent. 

a. 7 

b. 14 

c. 16 

d. 18 

 

12. Which of the following often results from the absence of attorneys in courts of limited 

jurisdiction? 

a. Greater burden on judges to ensure proper legal procedures 

b. Potential for declaration of a mistrial 

c. Increased possibility that the case will be resolved through plea bargaining 

d. Higher odds of the case being overturned on appeal 

 

13. Which of the following is not a federal court of limited jurisdiction? 

a. Municipal Court 

b. Article III Court 

c. U.S. Tax Court 

d. Bankruptcy Court 
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14. United States magistrate judges are appointed by ___________. 

a. the President 

b. bankruptcy court judges 

c. tax court judges 

d. federal district judges 

 

15. A defendant must be given the option of a jury trial in inferior courts for crimes that 

could result in incarceration for at least ___________. 

a. 30 days 

b. 3 months 

c. 6 months 

d. 1 year 

 

 

Multiple Choice Answer Key 
 

1. a 

2. c 

3. d 

4. b 

5. d 

6. c 

7. b 

8. c 

9. b 

10. d 

11. b 

12. a 

13. a 

14. d 

15. c 
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True/False Questions 

 
1. Courts of limited jurisdiction handle the majority of both civil and criminal matters in the 

United States. 

 

2. Courts of limited jurisdiction exist only at the state level. 

 

3. All states have at least one court of limited jurisdiction. 

 

4. Article III courts are established by Congress. 

 

5. The area of sole jurisdiction for the U.S. Court of Claims is suits filed against the federal 

government. 

 

6. The United States magistrate judges function as an independent court system. 

 

7. United States magistrate judges may sit in judgment in federal misdemeanor cases. 

 

8. Federal district judges may have jurisdiction over business bankruptcy cases in some 

instances. 

 

9. Federal bankruptcy courts handle cases that involve both financial restructuring and 

complete liquidation. 

 

10. The federal specialized appellate courts have been given broad jurisdiction. 

 

11. Justices of the peace are appointed to their positions. 

 

12. If a creditor obtains a judgment in small claims court, this means that he will be able to 

collect the debt owed. 

 

13. Courts of limited jurisdiction have the authority to hear and dispose of misdemeanor 

cases. 

 

14. Some courts of limited jurisdiction are open through the night hours. 

 

15. Overall, the caseload for courts of limited jurisdiction is growing. 
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True/False Answer Key 

 
1. T 

2. F 

3. F 

4. F 

5. T 

6. F 

7. T 

8. F 

9. T 

10. F 

11. F 

12. F 

13. T 

14. T 

15. T 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

 
1. Courts of limited jurisdiction have been criticized for dispensing low-quality legal 

services or “rough justice.”  What reasons can be attributed to these perceptions?  Are 

they accurate?  How might these issues within limited jurisdiction courts be 

remedied?  Be specific and give examples. 

 

2. Describe the unique features of courts of limited jurisdiction.  What functions do 

these features fulfill?  What issues do they create? 

 

3. Describe the reasons that many justice of the peace offices were eliminated and the 

manner in which this void has been filled. 

 

4. Courts of limited jurisdiction have been called “problem solving courts.”  Why is 

this?  Is a court the most appropriate place to resolve social issues?  Explain your 

reasoning. 

 

5. Describe the recommendations made by the National Association of Criminal 

Defense Lawyers in regard to the drug court model.  Are any of these necessary or 

beneficial? What would be the effect of implementing these recommendations?  

Explain. 
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Matching Questions 

 
1. Courts that process the majority of cases in the U.S. 

 

2. A “front end” responsibility for felony cases that is also called a probable cause hearing 

 

3. Trial courts in which all civil and criminal disputes begin 

 

4. Courts of limited jurisdiction that normally hear minor civil disputes 

 

5. Judicial office that has been largely eliminated or combined with other offices 

 

6. Lower level courts that have elected judges and have regular offices and courtrooms 

 

7. Courts whose jurisdiction is confined to traffic cases and ordinance violations 

 

8. Taxes on goods that are imported into the United States 

 

9. Process through which cases go forward from courts of limited jurisdiction to general 

trial courts 

 

10. Proceedings in which the judge renders a decision in place of a jury 

 

11. Judicial officials who are not licensed attorneys 

 

12. English common law legal doctrine upon which the first juvenile courts were founded 

 

13. Primary defining characteristic of juvenile courts 

 

14. System that allows the judge to decide whether adult or juvenile penalties are most 

appropriate after the case has been tried 

 

15. Violations of the law that would be a crime for an adult 
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Word Bank 

 

a. magistrates’ courts 

b. initial appearance 

c. delinquency 

d. bench trial 

e. parens patriae 

f. courts of limited jurisdiction 

g. municipal courts 

h. justice of the peace 

i. blended sentencing 

j. courts of original jurisdiction 

k. age jurisdiction 

l. trial de novo 

m. tariffs 

n. small claims courts 

o. lay judges 

 

 

 

Matching Answer Key 

 
1. f 

2. b 

3. j 

4. n 

5. h 

6. a 

7. g 

8. m 

9. l 

10. d 

11. o 

12. e 

13. k 

14. i 
15. c 
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Chapter Summary 
 

 Courts of limited jurisdiction process a significant number of cases and are the courts that 

people are most likely to encounter.  State courts of limited jurisdiction are the most pervasive 

courts in the U.S., and are appropriately called “the people’s courts.” 

 Courts of limited jurisdiction exist at the state and federal levels.  Federal courts consist 

of Article III and Article I courts.  Article III courts are created by the judicial article.  The U.S. 

Court of Claims hears only suits filed against the federal government.  The U.S. Court of 

International Trade hears cases regarding tariff and international trade disputes.  Article I courts 

are created by the authority given to Congress.  U.S. magistrate judges are appointed by district 

judges and serve limited terms as judicial adjuncts.  They handle matters such as warrants, initial 

appearances, and some hearings.  U.S. Tax Courts handle cases that involve tax payments, and 

disputes over the amount of taxes paid and owed.  Bankruptcy courts have exclusive jurisdiction 

over personal and business bankruptcy.  The U.S. Court of Military Appeals and the U.S. Court 

of Veterans’ Appeals are also Article I courts. 

 Forty-six states have at least one court of limited jurisdiction.  Magistrates’ courts have 

elected judges and regular offices and courtrooms.  Municipal courts hear traffic cases and 

violations of municipal ordinances.  State limited jurisdiction courts are given authority by the 

state constitution or legislature.  Small claims courts hear minor civil disputes and have their 

jurisdiction set at a specific dollar amount.  Criminal courts hear misdemeanor cases and handle 

“front-end” responsibilities for felony cases, such as issuing warrants and holding initial and 

preliminary hearings.   

Courts of limited jurisdiction are responsible for adjudicating the vast majority of civil 

and criminal disputes in the U.S.  They are not courts of record, and often neither side is 

represented by an attorney.  This results in judges carrying a greater burden and creates the 

possibility of judicial misconduct.  Most cases are decided in bench trials, and many states allow 

for lay judges.  The operations of these courts are frequently criticized by the public.  

Lower level courts frequently hear tort claims, breaches of contract, and probate cases.  

Specialized courts include juvenile courts, family courts, and probate courts.  Juvenile courts 

were formed with the idea that children who violate the law should not be treated the same as 

adults.  Juvenile courts have various age jurisdictions, and subject matter jurisdiction for 

delinquency, dependency, neglect, and status offenses.  Family courts have jurisdiction over 

divorces, paternity, custody, and child support.  Probate courts have jurisdiction over wills, 

inheritances, and some other issues. 

Court modernization and unification movements led to the elimination of some 

specialized courts, but this trend was reversed by the emergence of therapeutic jurisprudence.  

Therapeutic jurisprudence extends specialized courts into dealing with social problems and 

trends.  This is best exemplified by the creation of the Drug Court Model, which emphasizes 

therapeutic relationships.  This model has encountered both support and criticism, and has led to 

the creation of other courts that deal with social issues 


