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STUDENT STUDY GUIDE 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

Multiple Choice Questions 

 
1. Which of the following contributes to a large amount of public attention for a criminal 

trial? 

a. Spectacular crime 

b. Notorious parties 

c. Sympathetic victim 

d. All of the above 

 

2. How are most criminal cases resolved? 

a. Arraignment 

b. Plea Bargaining 

c. Trials 

d. Appeals 

 

3. Preventive detention has been enacted into law through the ____________. 

a. Bail Reform Act 

b. Bail Restoration Act 

c. Bond Improvement Act 

d. Bond Policy Act 

 

4. The customary fee for a bail bondsman is ____ of the bail amount. 

a. 5% 

b. 10% 

c. 20% 

d. 25% 

 

5. Which of the following is not a feature of the grand jury? 

a. Open to the public 

b. Advised by a prosecuting attorney 

c. Sworn to forever secrecy 

d. Size variation among states 

 

6. If a defendant refuses to enter a plea, the court enters a(n) ____________ plea on his or 

her behalf. 

a. guilty 

b. not guilty 

c. nolo contendere 

d. Alford 
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7. Who is responsible for preparing a presentence investigation report? 

a. Judge 

b. Jury 

c. Probation officer 

d. Corrections officer 

 

8. If a motion for _____________ is granted, one side may have to produce lists of 

witnesses and witness roles in the case. 

a. discovery 

b. severance 

c. suppression 

d. summary judgment 

 

9. Which of the following motions may be requested in order to make the defendant appear 

less culpable? 

a. Motion for discovery 

b. Motion in limine 

c. Motion for change of venue 

d. Motion to sever 

 

10. Which of the following motions might be requested as the result of excessive pretrial 

publicity? 

a. Motion for discovery 

b. Motion in limine 

c. Motion for change of venue 

d. Motion to sever 

 

11. The pool that the final jury is selected from is called the ____________. 

a. master list 

b. venire 

c. voir dire 

d. jury panel 

 

12. _____________ looks to the past and assumes that an offender is worthy of punishment 

for the sake of punishment as a result of breaking the law. 

a. Retribution 

b. Deterrence 

c. Incapacitation 

d. Restorative justice 

 

13. ___________ looks to the future and presumes that punishing offenders will prevent 

future law violations. 

a. Retribution 

b. Deterrence 

c. Rehabilitation 

d. Incapacitation 
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14. In a bench trial, the judge serves as the trier of ____________. 

a. facts 

b. law 

c. both a and b 

d. neither a nor b 

 

15. Smaller pools of potential jurors are assembled from the ____________. 

a. master list 

b. venire 

c. voir dire 

d. jury panel 

 

 

 

 
Multiple Choice Answer Key 

 
1. d 

2. b 

3. a 

4. b 

5. a 

6. b 

7. c 

8. a 

9. d 

10. c 

11. b 

12. a 

13. b 

14. c 

15. a 
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True/False Questions 

 
1. For members of the public, trials are the essence of the U.S. criminal justice process. 

 

2. Most criminal cases are resolved through a trial. 

 

3. Appeals may be based upon errors of fact. 

 

4. Grand juries return true bills in the majority of their cases. 

 

5. Many people choose not to engage in plea bargaining because of its uncertain outcome. 

 

6. A police officer must have a warrant to make a valid arrest. 

 

7. Some jurisdictions allow an individual to have their bail set without appearing before a 

judge or magistrate. 

 

8. The Constitution is vague regarding a defendant’s right to bail. 

 

9. If a suspect posts a cash deposit and shows up for all court appearances, the money is 

refunded to the suspect. 

 

10. Bail bondsmen are prohibited from varying their fee based upon the circumstances of a 

case. 

 

11. The use of percentage deposits has placed the court system in competition with bail 

bonding companies. 

 

12. All criminal suspects have the right to grand jury indictment. 

 

13. A judge must carefully question the accused regarding their rights before a guilty plea 

can be accepted. 

 

14. Plea bargaining has been implicitly sanctioned by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

15. Judges play an active role in the plea bargaining process. 
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True/False Answer Key 

 
1. T 

2. F 

3. F 

4. T 

5. F 

6. F 

7. T 

8. T 

9. T 

10. F 

11. T 

12. F 

13. T 

14. T 

15. F 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

 
1. What are the advantages and disadvantages to the use of presentence investigation 

reports?  Should factors such as education, family, work history, and prior criminal 

history have an impact on sentencing?  Should any external factors make a difference?  

Explain your reasoning. 

 

2. Very few criminal cases make it to trial.  Discuss this and the role that plea bargaining 

plays in the criminal justice system.  What are the advantages and disadvantages to 

disposing of cases in this way?  What impact does this have on society and the structure 

of the justice system?  Give examples and explain your reasoning. 

 

3. Discuss preventive detention and the issues that it raises.  What purpose does this serve?  

Is it acceptable that this may encourage plea bargaining by giving the government greater 

leverage due to the difficulties in preparing a case while a defendant is incarcerated?  

Explain your reasoning. 

 

4. Describe the features of the grand jury.  Should grand jury proceedings be open to the 

public?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

5. Discuss situations in which juries may be sequestered.  What purposes does this serve?  

What issues can this create?  Be specific and give examples.   
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Matching Questions 

 
1.  The taking or keeping of a person in custody by legal authority in response to a criminal 

charge 

 

2. Defendant admits guilt, but that admission is prevented from being used in civil 

proceedings 

 

3. Process of securing a person’s release prior to their next scheduled court appearance 

 

4. Sworn to secrecy forever regarding the testimony they have heard 

 

5. When people accused of crimes are released by offering their word to appear in court 

 

6. Hearing at which a suspect is asked to enter a plea 

 

7. When the accused posts the entire amount of bail 

 

8. Allows a defendant to enter a guilty plea as a result of plea bargaining, but without 

admitting to guilt 

 

9. A formal accusation of crime against the defendant 

 

10. Criminal suspect is released in exchange for signing a lien 

 

11. Private businesspeople who sign a promissory note for the amount of a suspect’s bail 

 

12. Hearing in which a judge will consider bail, counsel, and whether there was probable 

cause to make a warrantless arrest 

 

13. Courts allow the accused to post a portion of their own bail in exchange for release  

 

14. A document prepared by the prosecuting attorney setting forth the facts of the case and 

the substance of the government’s accusations 

 

15. The surety posted in order to make bail 
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Word Bank 

 

a. grand jury 

b. cash deposit 

c. arrest 

d. percentage bond 

e. Alford plea 

f.  criminal information 

g. bail 

h. bond 

i. property bond 

j. initial appearance 

k. nolo contendere 

l. arraignment 

m. indictment 

n. release on recognizance 

o.  bail bondsman 

 

Matching Answer Key 

 
1. c 

2. k 

3. g 

4. a 

5. n 

6. l 

7. b 

8. e 

9. m 

10. i 
11. o 

12. j 
13. d 

14. f 
15. h 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Chapter Summary 

 
 Trials are a visible representative of the criminal justice process.  Trials often command 

public attention.  Few criminal cases actually make it to trial. 

 Prior to trial, a suspect is arrested either with or without a warrant.  Afterward, they are 

placed in police lockup.  A decision is made whether to grant the suspect bail.  The purpose of 

bail is to ensure that a suspect appears for court hearings.  The Eighth Amendment prohibits 

excessive bail.  Preventive detention may be used when the accused presents a flight risk or a 

public safety threat.  A suspect may post bail through use of an unsecured bond, cash deposit, 

property bond, bail bondsman, or percentage deposit.  At an initial appearance, a judge considers 

probable cause, reviews the charges, and addresses attorney representation and bail.  At a 

preliminary hearing, the defendant is informed of charges and the state begins presenting its 

evidence.   

The grand jury determines probable cause for trial.  The Fifth Amendment requires a 

grand jury for federal felony cases.  Grand jury hearings are private, and jury members are sworn 

to lifelong secrecy.  Grand juries issue true bills for probable cause findings, and no true bills for 

findings of no probable cause.   

At arraignment, defendants are informed of charges and due process rights.  A defendant 

may enter a plea of guilty, not guilty, nolo contendere, guilty but mentally ill, not guilty by 

reason of insanity, or an Alford plea.  Plea bargaining may be utilized as part of a legal strategy, 

due to caseloads, and because it allows all parties to win something. 

Judges may order pre-sentence investigation reports, which contain information about the 

defendant’s work history, education, family, and prior criminal history.  Judges rule on pretrial 

motions, including dismissal of charges, change of venue, suppression of evidence, discovery, 

continuances, and others. 

A defendant may elect to have a jury or bench trial.  Most felony trials are by jury.  In 

jury selection, potential jurors are questioned and biased jurors are eliminated through strikes for 

cause or peremptory challenges.  Prosecuting attorneys deliver opening arguments first, and each 

attorney gives an overview of their case.  The prosecution calls witnesses first.  Direct 

examination is conducted by the party calling the witness.  The opposing side questions the 

witness on cross-examination.  There is controversy about the use of scientific analysis by expert 

witnesses.  To admit scientific evidence, its validity must be established through the Daubert 

criteria. 

In closing arguments, each side mentions inconsistencies in the opposition’s case.  The 

judge then reads the jury charge.  The judge determines whether the jury should be sequestered.  

The jury elects a foreperson and reaches a verdict.  The judge delivers the verdict and sets a 

sentencing date.  The theories of sentencing are retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, 

rehabilitation, and restorative justice.  Sentencing is done by the judge or jury, depending on the 

type of case.  Cases may be appealed to a higher court based upon errors of law, though the right 

of appeal only includes an examination of the trial record.  Few cases are appealed. 


