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STUDENT STUDY GUIDE 

CHAPTER FIVE 
 

Multiple Choice Questions 
 

1. Orators were able to win cases for their clients as a result of their 

a. knowledge of the law 

b. skill in speaking and debating 

c. familiarity with court procedure 

d. all of the above 

 

2. In primitive legal systems, disputes were decided by 

a. tribunals 

b. judges 

c. orators 

d. narrators 

 

3. Law school curriculum now has nationwide uniformity because of accreditation by the 

a. state bar associations 

b. American Bar Association 

c. U.S. Supreme Court 

d. Inns of Court 

 

4. Legal training in England came from the 

a. Bar Associations 

b. Magistrates Court 

c. Crown Court 

d. Inns of Court 

 

5. Attorneys with legal aid societies provide legal services on a(n) ______________ basis. 

a. contract 

b. voucher 

c. assigned 

d. pro bono 

 

6. Which of the following is not a responsibility of U.S. Attorneys? 

a. Prosecute criminal cases brought by the U.S. government 

b. Handle civil cases to which the federal government is a party 

c. Handle cases involving civil rights violations by state criminal justice officials 

d. Collect debts that are owed to the government 
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7. The majority of licensed attorneys work in 

a. private practice 

b. government service 

c. legal education 

d. the judiciary 

 

8. The responsibility of a prosecuting attorney is to represent 

a. the people of a state 

b. the crime victim(s) 

c. the prosecutor’s office 

d. the people of a county 

 

9. Local prosecutors are most often selected through 

a. partisan election 

b. non-partisan election 

c. executive appointment 

d. merit selection 

 

10. Which of the following is not a way that prosecutors work with law enforcement 

officials? 

a. Drafting ordinances 

b. Receiving case referrals 

c. Criminal investigations 

d. Giving advice on obtaining warrants 

 

11. The Chief U.S. Attorney is appointed by 

a. The President 

b. The U.S. Supreme Court 

c. The Department of Justice 

d. The U.S. Attorney General 

 

12. In their role as a mediator, defense attorneys frequently respond to 

a. their clients 

b. judges 

c. prosecuting attorneys 

d. all of the above 

 

13. In what case was the right to counsel extended to the states for the first time? 

a. Argersinger v. Hamlin 

b. Powell v. Alabama 

c. Gideon v. Wainwright 

d. Betts v. Brady 
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14. Which attorney selection method is used only in federal courts? 

a. panel attorney system 

b. voucher system 

c. contract defender system 

d. legal clinics 

 

15. Which of the following is not a reason that many attorneys choose to practice civil law 

rather than criminal law? 

a. Much law school coursework is focused on civil law 

b. Many attorneys find civil law more interesting 

c. Many attorneys prefer to deal with civil law judges 

d. Civil law cases are often more financially rewarding 

 

 
Multiple Choice Answer Key 

 
1. b 

2. a 

3. b 

4. d 

5. d 

6. c 

7. a 

8. a 

9. a 

10. c 

11. a 

12. d 

13. b 

14. a 

15. c 
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True/False Questions 

 
1. Primitive legal systems lacked a version of today’s court systems and attorneys. 

 

2. The nationwide trend is for attorneys to work as solo practitioners. 

 

3. The majority of private legal representation is for criminal law cases. 

 

4. Decision-making in primitive legal systems was done by government officials on a 

permanent and ongoing basis. 

 

5. Attorneys in transitional legal systems received an informal legal education based upon 

tutelage and apprenticeships. 

 

6. The American legal system has retained the English distinction between two different 

types of attorneys. 

 

7. Modern legal systems require that attorneys hold both a university degree and a law 

degree. 

 

8. Whether or not a law degree is granted by an accredited school may make a difference in 

what bar exams a person is eligible to take. 

 

9. In Great Britain, barristers frequently work in partnership business arrangements. 

 

10. In the U.S., new attorneys are required to complete a period of supervision by 

experienced attorneys before they are permitted to practice law independently. 

 

11. Prosecutors are not required to appear in court for all felony cases. 

 

12. The work of prosecutors is isolated from that of law enforcement. 

 

13. Prosecutors have court responsibilities and make court appearances beyond criminal 

trials. 

 

14. Chief United States Attorneys are given life tenure in their office. 

 

15. Defense attorneys are often at a disadvantage relative to prosecutors and judges. 
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True/False Answer Key 
 

1. T 

2. F 

3. F 

4. F 

5. T 

6. F 

7. T 

8. T 

9. F 

10. F 

11. F 

12. F 

13. T 

14. F 

15. T 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

 
1. Explain how indigent individuals may be able to obtain representation through legal 

clinics.  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this system.  Should indigent cases 

be used as “practice” for law students, or should they be worked on by licensed 

attorneys?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

2. Discuss pro bono legal representation.  Do attorneys address pro bono cases with the 

same vigor that they do for paid cases?  Should attorneys be required to give some 

amount of pro bono legal service each year?  Does it create a problem that this might 

undermine the earnings of other lawyers?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

3. Explain what must be shown to prove attorney incompetence.  Should this standard apply 

equally to all attorneys (privately retained, appointed, public defender)?  What about 

legal services given on a pro bono basis or through legal clinics?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

4. Discuss the reasons that criminal defense attorneys may be regarded in an inferior 

manner to other attorneys.  What problems might this create given the structure of the 

U.S. legal system?  Do criminal defense attorneys fill any necessary function(s) in 

society?  Be specific and give examples. 

 

5. Discuss the challenges that criminal defense attorneys face in the legal system.  Does this 

deny criminal defendants their right to the effective assistance of counsel?  How might 

these challenges be remedied?  Explain your reasoning. 
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Matching Questions 

 
1. British attorneys who are legal specialists that advocate for their clients in court 

 

2. System in which counsel is selected from a list of private attorneys who accept cases 

 

3. Organizations that handle civil cases and charge based upon a client’s ability to pay 

 

4. Person who appears in court to represent the people in all felony cases 

 

5. System in which a salaried staff of government attorneys defend to indigent defendants 

 

6. System in which legal training became more institutionalized and formal 

 

7. Skilled public speakers who served as attorneys in primitive legal systems 

 

8. British attorneys who are general legal practitioners and primarily serve their clients as 

advisors 

 

9. Arrangement in which second and third-year law students represent clients in small civil 

and misdemeanor cases 

 

10. Typically handle overflow cases that the public defender’s office cannot handle 

 

11. Legal system in which the roles of police, judges, and attorneys began to emerge 

 

12. System in which indigent defendants are given a certain monetary amount of legal 

services and are able to shop around for an attorney 

 

13. Individual who represents the state in both civil and criminal matters, and in trials and 

appeals that impact state government or the citizens of the state 

 

14. Handle most of the prosecutorial work in federal district courts 

 

15. Legal system in which laws are created and administered by tribal leaders or elders 
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Word Bank 

 

a. contract defenders 

b. solicitors 

c. modern 

d. United States Attorneys 

e. legal aid societies 

f. orators 

g. legal clinics 

h. barristers 

i. assigned counsel 

j. transitional 

k. prosecuting attorneys 

l. public defender 

m. state attorney general 

n. voucher system 

o. primitive 

 

Matching Answer Key 

 
1. h 

2. i 

3. e 

4. k 

5. l 

6. c 

7. f 

8. b 

9. g 

10. a 

11. j 
12. n 

13. m 

14. d 

15. o 
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Chapter Summary 

 
 There are a variety of groups and individuals represented by attorneys in criminal and 

civil cases.  Legal education is divided into primitive, transitional, and modern legal systems.  

Primitive legal systems are characterized by law creation and administration by tribal leaders; 

informal decision-making; a lack of court systems and attorneys; and the presentation of cases by 

orators.  Transitional legal systems existed in advanced agrarian and early industrial societies.  

Transitional legal systems involved the emergence of police, judge, and attorney roles.  

Attorneys were trained through tutelage and apprenticeships, until law schools began to emerge 

in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s.  Within modern legal systems, law training became more 

formal, required a university degree, and bar exam passage.  Once these requirements are met, 

attorneys find employment in a variety of settings. 

 74% of practicing attorneys are in private practice.  The remainder work for government 

agencies or private industries, are judges or educators, and work for legal aid or public defender 

systems.  There is a trend toward attorneys working in larger law firms.  Though the earning 

potential is appealing, indicating a demand for attorneys, earning varies based upon location, 

firm size, and field of law. 

 Local and state prosecutors bring charges against criminal defendants on behalf of the 

people of the state.  These prosecutors receive cases from law enforcement, review cases for 

legal sufficiency, advise the grand jury, and try criminal cases through all stages of judicial 

proceedings.  The Attorney General handles cases that originate in the District of Columbia and 

in the Office of Civil Rights.  United States Attorneys handle most of the prosecutorial work in 

federal district courts.  They are appointed by the President, confirmed by the Senate, and serve 

at the pleasure of the President and Attorney General.  They are responsible for prosecuting 

criminal cases brought by the U.S. government; handling civil cases in which the federal 

government is a party; and collecting administratively uncollectable debts. 

 Defense attorneys are responsible for client counseling, developing legal strategies, 

serving as a mediator and negotiator, appraising cases, and promoting justice.  Defense attorneys 

often appear of lower status than other attorneys due to their clientele, reputations, and lower 

compensation.  The 6
th

 Amendment gives criminal defendants the right to counsel in all cases 

where the possibility of incarceration exists.  Methods for selecting criminal defense attorneys 

include privately retained attorneys, public defenders, voucher systems, assigned counsel, 

contract systems, legal clinics, and legal aid societies. 

 There is no evidence that one method of attorney selection is best, and there is little 

difference in outcome for appointed or retained attorneys.  There are no definite criteria for 

determining attorney competence, but the factors for consideration are whether the defendant is 

able to point to a specific procedural error, and whether the error prejudiced the case’s outcome. 

 Civil cases are often more appealing to attorneys due to the type of cases, clientele, and 

greater financial reward.  Civil litigants can be classified by the frequency with which they 

appear in court and the number of parties involved in the dispute. 


