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STUDENT STUDY GUIDE 

CHAPTER ONE 

 
Multiple Choice Questions 

 
1. Which of the following is not a primary function of police work? 

a. Public service 

b. Docket processing 

c. Order maintenance 

d. Law enforcement 

 

2. Which is the only U.S. state without a state police department? 

a. Montana 

b. Alaska 

c. Hawaii 

d. Nevada 

 

3. The smallest segment of U.S. police responsibilities is given to 

a. Local Police Agencies 

b. State Police Agencies 

c. Federal Police Agencies 

d. Sheriff’s Departments 

 

4. The sentencing principle most readily observed in the application of the death penalty to 

offenders convicted of murder is 

a. Retribution 

b. Deterrence 

c. Rehabilitation 

d. Incapacitation 

 

5. The majority of U.S. correctional activity takes place in ______________ corrections 

systems. 

a. city  

b. county 

c. state 

d. federal 

 

6. The state with the largest number of prison inmates is 

a. California 

b. New York 

c. Florida 

d. Texas 
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7. The legislative branch of government is created by Article ____ of the U.S. Constitution. 

a. One 

b. Two 

c. Three  

d. Four 

 

8. The judiciary branch of government is created by Article ____ of the U.S. Constitution. 

a. One 

b. Two 

c. Three 

d. Four 

 

9. Which of the following is not a power granted to the executive branch of government? 

a. Serve as Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces 

b. Enforce the laws of the country 

c. Appoint cabinet officials 

d. Provide for and maintain a navy 

  

10. The idea that some powers should be held by the federal government, while others should 

be held by state governments, is known as________________. 

a. separation of powers 

b. checks and balances 

c. federalism 

d. comity 

 

11. If a court has the legal authority to hear and decide a case, it has __________________ 

over that case. 

a. supremacy 

b. jurisdiction 

c. comity 

d. judicial Control 

 

12. Courts that are the first to hear a case are courts of 

a. Original jurisdiction 

b. Appellate jurisdiction 

c. Intermediate jurisdiction 

d. Last resort 

 

13. The U.S. Supreme Court and State Supreme Courts are known as courts of 

a. Original jurisdiction 

b. Subject matter jurisdiction 

c. Intermediate jurisdiction 

d. Last resort 
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14. When a matter is unable to be resolved by the law, the parties may find relief 

through________________. 

a. equity 

b. comity 

c. damages 

d. sentencing 

 

15. The United States utilizes an __________________ system of justice. 

a. adversarial 

b. accusatory 

c. inquisitional 

d. antagonistic 

 

 

Multiple Choice Answer Key 
1. b 

2. c 

3. b 

4. a 

5. c 

6. d 

7. a 

8. a 

9. d 

10. c 

11. b 

12. a 

13. d 

14. a 

15. a 
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True/False Questions 

 
1. All three primary components of the Criminal Justice System exist simultaneously at 

local, state, and federal levels of government. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

2. Police officers dedicate a significant amount of their time to order maintenance. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

3. It is unusual for a member of the public to call the police for a purpose not directly 

related to their law enforcement function. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

4. Federal law enforcement agencies usually have broad jurisdictional power. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

5. Court logistics, such as when the courts meet and are open, are extremely consistent 

throughout U.S. cities and states. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

6. One of the primary functions of the court system is to protect the public from criminal 

offenders. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

7. Retribution is a forward-looking sentencing principle. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

8. Recent research strongly supports the existence of a deterrent effect for the death penalty. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

9. Those who follow the sentencing principle of incapacitation are not concerned with how 

an offender behaves in the future. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

10. A significant amount of deviant behavior correction takes place in city and county jails. 

a. True 
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b. False 

11. Most federal probation officers are permitted to carry firearms when executing their 

duties. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

12. Corrections expenditures have greatly decreased in recent years. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

13. Based upon the idea of separation of powers, the judiciary is the weakest branch of the 

U.S. government. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

14. The executive branch of government is responsible for the creation of a national court 

system. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

15. There are no areas of overlap in jurisdiction of the federal and state governments. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

 

 

True/False Answer Key 
1. T 

2. T 

3. F 

4. F 

5. F 

6. T 

7. F 

8. F 

9. T 

10. F 

11. T 

12. F 

13. F 

14. F 

15. F 
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Study Questions 

 
1. What purpose(s) do the police and law enforcement fulfill in our society?  Give examples 

and explain your reasoning.  

 

2. What is the purpose of sentencing criminal offenders?  What sentencing rationale(s) most 

clearly meets this goal?  Explain your reasoning. 

 

3. Under what circumstances might the federal or state government defer to the power of the 

other?  Are there times that this should be mandatory?  Explain your reasoning.   

 

4. Explain the roles that relief through both law and equity play in the U.S. court system.  

Give examples of each. 

 

5. Explain the manner in which U.S. governmental powers are separated, what powers are 

held by each branch of government, and the checks that each branch has upon the other. 

 

 

Matching Questions 

 
1. Branch of government that possesses the power to declare war. 

 

2. Courts that are able to hold hearings and trials for all levels of civil and criminal cases. 

 

3. The principle exercised when the State of Oklahoma deferred to the federal government’s 

authority in the trial of Timothy McVeigh for the bombing of a federal building. 

 

4. The primary remedy available in a court of law. 

 

5. Courts of first instance. 

 

6. The branch of government that possesses the power to review decisions made by other 

branches of the government. 

 

7. The system of justice in which two sides stand opposed to one another. 

 

8. Courts that do not have the authority to hear the full range of cases. 

 

9. The branch of government that possesses the power to act as Commander-in-Chief of the 

armed forces. 

 

10. Creates the interdependency of the three branches of government. 
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11. A justice system in which all representatives of the government devote their efforts to 

producing evidence against the defendant. 

 

12. The primary remedy available in a court of equity. 

 

13. Determines the type of cases that a court has the power to hear. 

 

14. The game style utilized by an adversarial justice system. 

 

15. Courts that render a decision based upon potential errors of law. 

 

 

 

Word Bank 

a. damages 

b. injunctions 

c. adversarial 

d. inquisitional 

e. appellate jurisdiction 

f. original jurisdiction 

g. general jurisdiction 

h. limited jurisdiction 

i. subject matter jurisdiction 

j. comity 

k. zero-sum 

l. checks and balances 

m. legislative 

n. executive 

o. judiciary 

 

 

 

Matching Answer Key 
1. m 

2. g 

3. j 

4. a 

5. f 

6. o 

7. c 

8. h 

9. n 

10. l 

11. d 

12. b 

13. i 
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14. k 

15. e 

 

Chapter Summary 
The U.S. justice system consists of three branches of government: legislative, executive, 

and judicial branches.  Each of these branches exists at local, state, and federal levels of 

government.  The three primary components of the U.S. criminal justice system are the police, 

corrections, and court systems.  The police are responsible for carrying out law enforcement, 

order maintenance, and public service functions.  The largest segment of police responsibility is 

at the local level, while the smallest is at the state level.  Federal police agencies exist to handle 

specialized issues defined by Congress or the President.  In the judicial process, police have 

responsibilities that include investigating crimes, gatekeeping for court materials, and court 

transport and security. 

There is a lot of variation among U.S. court systems.  The primary functions of courts are 

to protect society from criminal offenders and to resolve interpersonal disputes. 

The corrections system is responsible for individuals on probation and parole; people in 

community corrections programs; and people in corrections facilities.  Theories for sentencing 

criminal offenders include retribution, which allows payback for past crimes; rehabilitation, 

which strives to make offenders productive members of society; general and specific deterrence, 

which attempt to prevent the public and the offender, respectively, from committing future 

offenses; incapacitation, which prevents reoffending through removal from society; and 

reintegration, which prepares offenders to reenter society.  Most correctional activity occurs at 

the state level. 

The three branches of government have a separation of powers.  They have checks and 

balances on one another, yet are interdependent.  The legislative branch (Congress) has powers 

that include taxation, declaration of war, and establishment of the armed forces.  The executive 

branch (the President) has the power to enforce the laws, act as commander-in-chief of the armed 

forces, and appoint executive offices.  The judiciary branch (U.S. Supreme Court) has the power 

of judicial review.  Some powers are exercised by the federal government, and others by the state 

governments.  This division of power is known as federalism. 

A court’s power to hear a case is called jurisdiction.  Subject matter jurisdiction primarily 

refers to whether a court has jurisdiction over criminal or civil matters.  Courts have limited 

jurisdiction if they lack the power to hear a full range of cases, and general jurisdiction if they 

can hear a full range of cases.  The first court to hear a case is the court of original jurisdiction.  

A court of appellate jurisdiction hears appeals on errors of law from the courts of original 

jurisdiction.   

The law is able to provide many forms of relief for court parties, including damages and 

criminal sentences.  When the law is unable to provide a remedy, a party may find relief in 

equity, which is usually in the form of injunctions.  The U.S. utilizes an adversarial justice 

system in which there are two opposing parties in a zero-sum game.  This contrasts with the 

inquisitional justice model, in which both the judge and prosecutor devote their efforts to 

producing evidence against the defendant. 


