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Music and Global Flows 

 

(1) AA 

“Isa Lei” 

 

The authors offer the song “Isa Lei” as an illustration of the dynamic nature of the flow of music 

and culture throughout the Pacific Island region.  Download this song from iTunes (suggested:  

The Pahinui Brothers version) and listen and learn to sing it by heart.  In what ways do the 

content and musical style of this song transcend cultural barriers? 

 

(2) E, S 

Graphic Design 

 

On page 98-99 of the text, the authors describe the unique symbolism of the Bistaveos 

Productions logo, featuring icons of the eye, a compact disc, and coconuts, a logo that 

incorporates multifaceted statements about the roots and future of this company.  Using the 

Bistaveos logo as an inspiration, craft, draw, or digitally illustrate a logo that represents the 

fusion of musical, social, and cultural facets of the Pacific Islands.  Extension:  create a logo 

representative of the musical, social, and cultural aspects of your own musical life. 

 

(3) E 

Slide Guitar Groove 

 

String instruments of varying types have had a profound influence upon musics of the Pacific 

Island region.  One unique innovation of this region is the Hawaiian slide guitar with its 

glissandos and syrupy swoops between pitches.  Download the following track from Smithsonian 

Folkways to explore this unique, ethereal timbre: 

 

“Fair Hawaii” by Tony Ku and Tomomi Sugiura from Original Hawaiian Steel 

Guitar (FW08714_101) 

http://www.folkways.si.edu/trackdetail.aspx?itemid=16071 

 

Ideas for engaging with this recording: 

 

1.  Listen and tap the beats at your seat. 

2.  Move the beats to your feet while traveling around the classroom. 

3.  Create a body percussion ostinato to accompany the recording using various sounds such as 

claps, snaps, pats, slaps, stamps, and more. 

 

 

(4) S, C/U 

Reggae Rhythms 

 



Reggae, a genre of music with roots in the Caribbean, has become a global phenomenon, but, in 

particular, has resonated with audiences and artists in Melanesia.  Research the origins of reggae 

from its roots in the African Diaspora to its contemporary manifestations.  Share your findings 

with your classmates. 

 

(5) S, C/U 

“Kam2Geta” 

 

It is important to note that although the traditional musics of Melanesia and other regions of the 

Pacific are important to study, music is a fluid entity, always adapting and moving forward.  For 

a sample of contemporary Melanesian popular music, visit the following YouTube link to listen 

to the song “Kam2Geta” by Ni-Van Crew.  (Note to teachers:  This YouTube video features still 

photos—at the beginning of the video there are a few photos of weapons in cultural/political 

contexts.   The remaining photos should be acceptable for classroom viewing.) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_UykhYKMo0 

 

View this link with a friend and share your reactions to this example of Melanesian popular 

music.  Do you like it?  Does it have any similarities to the music you choose to listen to? 

 

(6) S, C/U 

Folk Transmission 

 

In Polynesia, it is common practice to hear new pieces of music and pass them along, but not 

before adding a local flavor or personal touch to the music.  This phenomenon of oral 

transmission and its inherent mutations exist in many different folk traditions.  Explore this 

phenomenon by tracing the origins of a piece of American folk music and its various 

permutations.  How many different versions can you find?  What changes have occurred 

throughout this song’s lifespan and travels?  (Ideas for songs to explore might include “John 

Henry,” “Old Joe Clark,” or “Sally Go Round the Sun.”) 

 

(7) AA 

How Do You Use Music? 

 

The authors state that “when Polynesians get together—at regional sports meets, music festivals, 

canoe races, church conferences, family visits, or educational trips – they sing” (p. 109).  Take a 

moment to think about how individuals of your cultural background make use of music in these 

contexts.  Extend your thinking by carrying out an oral history of an individual of your choice to 

explore how he/she perceives the uses of music in these varying contexts.   



 

(8) E,S 

Jumping Fleas 

 

Although many string instruments are influential in musics of the Pacific Island region, the 

ukulele frequently stands out as an instrument unique to this region.  Research the origins of the 

term ukulele as well as the instrument itself.  Any surprises? 

 

(9) E 

Play the Beat! 

 

Get into the Pacific groove with the contemporary Pacific Islander ensemble Te Vaka!  

Download the track “Tutuki” from iTunes from the album of the same name  (Lyrics can be 

found at http://www.tevaka.com/Tutuki_Lyrics.htm)  This song is all about having pride in 

singing, dancing, and playing instruments to the best of one’s ability.  Some ideas for grooving 

along with Te Vaka: 

 

1.  Put the beats in your feet and travel around the classroom.  Experiment with subdivisions of 

the beat, too. 

2.  Create rhythmic ostinati to accompany this song.  Perform on body percussion or classroom 

instruments. 

3.  Freestyle!  Dance however the music moves you! 

 

(10) AA 

Form and Function 

 

Track 38 of the Music in Pacific Island Cultures CD features a Melanesian song by the title of 

“Kisim Taim.”  One of the interesting features of this song is its form with its contrasting 

sections.  The various sections of the piece contrast both musically and linguistically.  Listen for 

these distinct sections.  Extend your engagement with the concept of form by using “Kisim 

Taim” as a point of inspiration to create your own musical composition in ABA form.  Be sure 

that your A sections and B section contrast in some way (or ways) that is obvious to the listener.  

Consider a variety of options for your composition, including varying instrumentation (guitars, 

keyboards, Orff Instruments, hand percussion), uses of the voice (singing, chanting), body 

percussion (claps, snaps, pats, stamps), or even digital music.  Perform your composition for 

your class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(11) AA 

Get Fired Up! 

 



The authors discuss the Pacific Island phenomenon of the haka, originally a rhythmic and strong 

movement tradition of Maori origin, and its filtering into various sports traditions as a pregame 

ritual.  Think about your own athletic engagement, your favorite sports to play or watch, and 

discuss how music plays a role in pregame or mid-game psych-up rituals.  Bring in an audio or 

video clip. 

 

Extend your analysis by viewing the pregame ritual of the Penn State University Marching Blue 

Band at  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdyPwrRbal0.  Are there any commonalities 

between the haka and the Blue Band as pregame activities? 

 

(12) AA 

Chuukese Church Communities 

 

The authors write that Chuukese communities residing in Hawai’i re-create their home culture 

through their church services.  Are there other communities that do likewise in your experience 

or knowledge?  What are some other ways that culture-sharing groups re-create their homelands 

in other contexts?  Think/Pair/Share. 


