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Preface

linguistic anthropology, and cultural anthropology—
as well as from applied anthropology. We have made 
every effort to provide a balanced perspective, both in 
the level of detail we present and in our coverage of the 
major subfi elds.

The questioning approach not only sparks curios-
ity but orients students’ reading and comprehension of 
each chapter, highlighting the concepts every student 
should take away from a general anthropology course. 
For example, students need to know about evolution-
ary theory, human variation, and the biological, so-
cial, and cultural critique of the concept of race, since 
knowledge in these areas is one of the great achieve-
ments of the discipline of anthropology. No other dis-
cipline (and possibly no other course) will teach about 
these matters the way anthropologists do. Students 
need to know about the fossil evidence for the evolu-
tion of Homo sapiens, which they are not likely to learn 
about elsewhere. Students need to know what archaeol-
ogy can tell us about the human past, as well as what 
ethnography can teach us about social complexity and 
inequality. They need to know that culture isn’t just the 
Festival of Nations and unusual foods and interesting 
traditional costumes. They need to know about lan-
guage and cognition and the central role of learning 
in human development. They need to understand the 
wellsprings of human creativity and imagination. It is 
valuable for them to see the panoply of forms of hu-
man relatedness, and how people organize themselves. 
They need to know about globalization from the bot-
tom up and not just the top down. They need to see 
how all the subfi elds of anthropology together can pro-
vide important, unique insights into all these topics, 
and how anthropology can provide a vital foundation 
for their university education.

The world we face as anthropologists has changed 
dramatically in the last quarter century, and anthropol-
ogy has changed, too. We have always felt it necessary to 
present students with a view of what contemporary an-
thropologists are doing; we therefore address the most 
current issues in the fi eld and have thoroughly updated 
the text accordingly for this edition. Your students will 
take away from the book an appreciation of how these 
areas of specialization have developed over time, and 
how they contribute to our understanding of the world 
in the twenty-fi rst century.

This book emerged out of our increasing dissatisfac-
tion with all the available general anthropology 

texts. We found that they either overwhelmed beginning 
students with detail and the sheer volume of material 
or else provided overly brief introductions that failed 
to convey the richness of the fi eld. We therefore set 
out to write a book that introduces this broad fi eld con-
cisely yet thoroughly, providing diverse perspectives and 
examples to foster not only an appreciation of anthro-
pology but also a deeper engagement with it—one that 
helps students better understand themselves and the 
world around them. We (and our students) needed a 
general anthropology text that struck the right balance, 
fi t into a 15-week semester, and came with a complete 
package of ancillary materials including quizzes, exams, 
suggested videos, and supplemental readings.

Throughout the process of writing the fi rst edition 
and revising for this second edition, two central ques-
tions have guided our decisions on what material to 
include. First, what is the essential material that a bal-
anced introduction to four-fi eld anthropology must 
cover? Second, how much detail on any particular 
topic could we include without overwhelming begin-
ning students? Most general anthropology textbooks 
are essentially cultural anthropology textbooks that 
have bulked up, but we decided to start anew and build 
a general anthropology text chapter by chapter. We ad-
dress the central issues of the discipline, highlighting 
the controversies and commitments that shape con-
temporary anthropology and that make it interesting 
and exciting.

Approach
This book may be concise, but we cover the fi eld ef-
fectively and in a way that is intellectually honest. We 
take a question-oriented approach that illuminates 
major concepts for students and shows them the rel-
evance of anthropology in today’s world. Structur-
ing each chapter around an important question and its 
subquestions, we explore what it means to be human, 
incorporating answers from all four major subfi elds of 
anthropology—biological anthropology, archaeology, 
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over female genital cutting, supernumerary sexes 
and genders, varieties of human sexual practices, 
language and gender, women and electoral poli-
tics, gay marriage, women and colonialism, and 
contemporary forms of social inequality.

 • “In Their Own Words.” New voices, including 
those of indigenous peoples, anthropologists, 
and nonanthropologists, are presented in the text 
in commentaries called “In Their Own Words.” 
These short commentaries provide alternative 
perspectives—always readable and sometimes 
controversial—on topics featured in the chapter 
where they appear.

 • “EthnoProfi les.” These text inserts provide a con-
sistent, brief information summary for each soci-
ety discussed at length in the text. They emerged 
from our desire as teachers to supply our students 
with basic geographical, demographic, and po-
litical information about the peoples anthropol-
ogists have worked with. Each EthnoProfi le also 
contains a map of the area in which the society 
is found. They are not intended to be a substitute 
for reading ethnographies, nor are they intended 
to reify or essentialize the “people” or “culture” in 
question. Their main purpose is simply to provide 
a consistent orientation for readers, though of 
course it is becoming more and more diffi cult to 
attach peoples to particular territories in an era of 
globalization. How does one calculate population 
numbers or draw a simple map to locate a global 
diaspora? How does one construct an EthnoPro-
fi le for overseas Chinese or transborder Haitians? 
We don’t know how to answer these questions, 
which is why EthnoProfi les for those groups are 
not included in the textbook.

 • “Anthropology in Everyday Life.” Following the 
suggestions of reviewers, we have provided selec-
tions on anthropology in practice throughout the 
text; topics include agricultural development, ar-
chaeology and community engagement, doing 
business in Japan, Human Terrain Teams, and 
forensic anthropology and human rights, among 
others.

 • Additional learning aids. Key terms are boldfaced 
in the text and defi ned in a running glossary on the 
page where they appear, in addition to in a glos-
sary at the back of the text. Each chapter ends with 
a list of the key terms in alphabetical order with 
page references, a numbered chapter summary, re-
view questions, and annotated suggested readings. 
Maps are featured extensively throughout the text.

Organization
Divided into 15 chapters and 4 modules, this book is 
the ideal length for one semester. After Chapter 1, which 
introduces the entire fi eld, 6 chapters are devoted to 
biological anthropology and archaeology: evolutionary 
theory (Chapter 2); human variation (Chapter 3); the 
primates (Chapter 4); the fossil record and human ori-
gins (Chapter 5); the human past (Chapter 6); and the 
fi rst farmers, cities, and states (Chapter 7). Topics in cul-
tural and linguistic anthropology are covered in chapters 
on culture (Chapter 8); language and cognition (Chap-
ter 9); symbolic practices (Chapter 10, covering play, 
art, myth, ritual, and religion); economics (Chapter 11); 
politics (Chapter 12); kinship, marriage, and sexuality 
(Chapter 13); social inequality (Chapter 14, covering 
gender, class, caste, race, ethnicity, and nationalism); 
and globalization (Chapter 15). In addition, brief meth-
odological modules after Chapters 1, 3, 8, and 9 discuss 
anthropology, science, and storytelling; dating methods 
for paleoanthropology and archaeology; ethnographic 
methods; and the components of language. Throughout 
the book, we incorporate discussions of gender and pay 
special attention to issues of power and inequality in the 
contemporary world.

Key Features
 • We take an explicitly global approach. In addi-

tion to the substantially revised chapter on global-
ization, we systematically point out the extent to 
which the current sociocultural situation of par-
ticular peoples has been shaped by their particular 
histories of contact with capitalism, and we high-
light ways that the post–Cold War global spread of 
capitalism has drastically reshaped the local con-
texts in which people everywhere live their lives.

 • We incorporate current anthropological ap-
proaches to power and inequality throughout 
the text. We explore how power is manifested 
in different human societies, how it permeates 
all aspects of social life, and how it is deployed, 
resisted, and transformed. We discuss issues of 
trauma, social suffering, and human rights.

 • Material on gender and feminist anthropology 
is featured throughout the text. In addition to 
the discussion of gender inequality in Chapter 14, 
the topic of gender is tightly woven into the fabric 
of the book, and includes (for example) material 
on gender and feminist archaeology, controversies 
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semester course that covers all aspects of what it means 
to be human.

Revision Highlights
 • We include new discussions of gender and archae-

ology (Chapter 6), domestication (Chapter 7), 
social organization (Chapter 11), nutritional an-
thropology (Chapter 11), and aboriginality (Chap-
ter 14).

 • We have signifi cantly updated the discussions of 
genetics and race (Chapters 2 and 3) and human 
origins (Chapter 5). We also made some complex 
discussions in these sections more readable and 
accessible, presenting concepts more concretely. 
The primatology and paleoanthropology chapters 
(4 and 5), which emphasize the broad outlines of 
human origins and evolution, have been brought 
up to date to include new fossils and interpreta-
tions, including Neandertal and Denisovan DNA 
studies. Our goal was to keep the level of detail 
manageable for students in a class that can devote 
only a few weeks of the semester to these areas of 
specialization.

 • We expanded the discussions of economic and 
political relations and put them in separate chap-
ters (11 and 12).

 • Particularly in Chapter 6, we have signifi cantly ex-
panded our coverage of archaeology.

 • We created “Anthropology in Everyday Life” 
boxes to continually show students the applica-
bility of anthropology (e.g., forensic anthropol-
ogy and human rights, Human Terrain Teams, 
and anthropological ethics). Rather than saving 
this discussion for the end of the book, as we did 
in the fi rst edition, we now point out through-
out the book the many ways anthropology can 
be used in the world.

 • We include new “In Their Own Words” commen-
taries on DNA testing, reforming the Crow consti-
tution, the fi ght over opening Peru’s Amazon, gay 
marriage, attacks on Hungary’s gypsies (Roma), 
Japan’s Burakumin minority, and slum tourism.

 • We now include a glossary at the back of the text 
in addition to the running glossary.

 • In response to reviewer comments, we added a 
module on the components of language.

 • We have worked the key elements of ethnographic 
fi eldwork into Module 3, bringing the book’s 
overall treatment of methods-oriented material 
into better balance.

 • Use of citations and quotations. In our discus-
sions, we have tried to avoid being omniscient 
narrators by making use of citations and quota-
tions in order to indicate where anthropological 
ideas come from. In our view, even fi rst-year stu-
dents need to know that an academic discipline 
like anthropology is constructed by the work of 
many people; no one, especially not textbook au-
thors, should attempt to impose a single voice on 
the fi eld. We have avoided, as much as we could, 
predigested statements that students must take on 
faith. We try to give them the information that 
they need to see where particular conclusions 
come from. In our experience, students appreciate 
being taken seriously.

 • Supplemental chapter materials provide fl ex-
ibility for instructors. As we considered how to 
create a new book for this course, we realized we 
would have to omit material that you may want 
your students to know about or that might inter-
est them. To offer you fl exibility, we decided to 
include some of that material on the Instructor’s 
CD and on the Companion Website (www.oup
.com/us/lavenda). Each entry ranges in length 
from one or two paragraphs to about three pages 
and can easily be used either for lecture topics or 
as handouts. For example, if you’d like to stress 
the different routes that led to the rise of civiliza-
tion, you could assign the reading about the rise 
of civilization in Mesopotamia to supplement the 
textbook’s discussion of the rise of civilization in 
the Andes. If you’re looking for more examples 
to illustrate ritual and cultural patterns in the 
United States, you could assign the selection on 
children’s birthday parties in the United States. 
The bulk of the supplemental chapter material on 
the Instructor’s CD and website is linked to the 
cultural chapters, and many entries are additional 
ethnographic examples.

What’s New 
in the Second Edition?
Taking into account our own experience using the fi rst 
edition in our introductory classes, as well as the very 
helpful reviews commissioned by Oxford University 
Press, we have done a signifi cant amount of revision 
for this edition. The entire book has undergone a close 
review for readability. We have carefully rethought and 
updated the content, honing it for effectiveness in a one-
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 • We have drawn attention to new ways that an-
thropologists address questions of inequality and 
struggles over meaning in our coverage of phe-
nomena such as global fl ows of people, wealth, 
objects, images, and ideologies, including new 
discussions of transborder identities and struggles 
over human rights.

 • Throughout, we have thoroughly updated the ref-
erences and the annotated suggested readings.

 • We have added “For Review” sections at the end of 
each chapter, which include discussion questions 
and prompts that connect chapters and support 
hands-on learning.

 • We also now offer a series of higher-order critical-
thinking questions, available online at www.oup
.com/us/lavenda.

Chapter-by-Chapter Improvements

 • Chapter 1 What Is Anthropology? We have stream-
lined this chapter but added material on sex and 
gender in discussing explanations for differences 
in human behavior. This chapter also now in-
cludes the “In Their Own Words” box “What Can 
You Learn from an Anthropology Major?”

 • Module 1: Anthropology, Science, and Storytelling. We 
have brought the Homo fl oresiensis controversy up 
to date both in this module and later in the book.

 • Chapter 2: Why Is Evolution Important to Anthro-
pologists? This chapter continues to illustrate the 
innovative power of evolutionary theory by com-
paring it to the explanations that preceded it and 
provided the context within which it emerged. We 
have added an “Anthropology in Everyday Life” 
feature on forensic work by the Argentine Foren-
sic Anthropology Team in identifying the “disap-
peared” in Argentina.

 • Chapter 3: What Can Evolutionary Theory Tell Us 
about Human Variation? We have added a new sec-
tion on the molecularization of race, as well as 
a new “In Their Own Words” selection on race 
and DNA testing. Also new is a brief segment that 
looks at how disease organisms have put selection 
pressures on human beings.

 • Module 2: Dating Methods in Paleoanthropology and 
Archaeology. We have updated the discussions of 
dating methods.

 • Chapter 4: What Can the Study of Primates Tell Us 
about Human Beings? All nomenclature and fossil 
information have been brought up to date. The 

major goal of the chapter remains to give students 
an idea of the richness and variety of primate ways 
of life, and to provide a context for the discussion 
of human evolution in Chapter 5.

 • Chapter 5: What Can the Fossil Record Tell Us 
about Human Origins? Chapter 5 has seen a lot of 
changes. We have updated all fossil references, re-
vised nomenclature in light of the latest research, 
and added further material on “Ardi,” Ardipithecus 
ramidus. The latest material on the status of Homo 
fl oresiensis is discussed in this chapter, as are re-
cent studies about the evolution and signifi cance 
of endurance running, the importance of fi re in 
human evolution and digestive processes, and 
debates concerning Neandertal cannibalism. We 
introduce the “Mostly-Out-of-Africa” hypothesis 
for the spread of Homo sapiens and discuss the lat-
est research on DNA studies of Neandertals and 
Denisovans, asking what it might mean to be 1–4 
percent Neandertal. Finally, we discuss pre- Clovis 
tools found in Texas. We have also edited the 
chapter to be as clear and concise as possible in 
presenting what paleoanthropologists know best 
about the 6–7 million years of hominin evolution. 
The overall goal of the chapter remains to acquaint 
students with the best attested key features of the 
paleoanthropological story of human origins.

 • Chapter 6: How Do We Know about the Human Past? 
We have signifi cantly expanded our coverage of 
archaeology. This chapter includes a revised and 
expanded section on archaeology and gender, a 
revised and expanded discussion of collaborative 
approaches to studying the past, and a new “An-
thropology in Everyday Life” section on archaeol-
ogy as a tool of civic engagement. There is also a 
new, cutting-edge discussion of cosmopolitan ar-
chaeologies. This chapter maintains a substantial 
section called Interpreting the Past, which covers the 
way archaeologists use cultural anthropological 
work on subsistence strategies and social organi-
zational types to interpret archaeological remains; 
we discuss both the advantages and disadvantages 
of this approach. Also continuing into this edition 
is a section called Whose Past Is It? that discusses 
NAGPRA and comparable legislation in Australia, 
followed by an update on the confl ict over “Ken-
newick Man.” A section called Plundering the Past 
addresses the looting of archaeological sites, and 
we also discuss the development of CRM archae-
ology in the United States and the commitment 
to stewardship that is coming to characterize the 
contemporary practice of archaeology.
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 • Chapter 7: Why Did Humans Settle Down, Build 
Cities, and Establish States? This chapter has a new 
discussion of niche construction and the rise of 
domestication.

 • Chapter 8: Why Is the Concept of Culture Important? 
This chapter has been extensively revised. Sections 
that were more appropriately found in a cultural 
anthropology class have been eliminated, and the 
entire chapter has been tightened. The section on 
holism has been revised, and there is a new dis-
cussion of genital cutting and cultural relativism. 
The section “Does Culture Explain Everything?” 
has also been extensively revised.

 • Module 3: On Ethnographic Methods. This module 
has been completely rethought and expanded 
with key sections taken from the fi rst edition’s 
chapter on ethnographic research. This revision 
brings the book’s overall treatment of meth-
ods-oriented material into better balance. Key 
elements of contemporary ethnographic method-
ology and theory are still covered, but the level 
of detail has been reduced and streamlined. Our 
goal here is to emphasize that this is a four-fi eld 
anthropology text, not a cultural book with a few 
additional chapters.

 • Chapter 9: Why Is Understanding Human Lan-
guage Important? This chapter now has a new in-
troduction, new material on call systems and the 
evolution of language, and new material on the 
Whorfi an question. There have been major revi-
sions in the section on cognitive anthropology, 
including the elimination on an extended discus-
sion of metaphor.

 • Module 4: Components of Language. Based on re-
viewer requests, we have incorporated a module on 
the formal components of linguistics— phonology, 
morphology, syntax, and semantics. This is a lightly 
edited version of material that was online in the 
fi rst edition. Each major subfi eld now has a mod-
ule dedicated to methodological building blocks.

 • Chapter 10: How Do We Make Meaning? We have 
renamed this chapter to better highlight what 
the chapter is about, and we have revised the sec-
tion on myth. Overall, we have streamlined the 
chapter, though we have expanded the discussion 
of shamanism. Additional, related ethnographic 
examples from our cultural text, such as our dis-
cussion of sport, are available on the Companion 
Website at www.oup.com/us/lavenda and on the 
Instructor’s Resource CD.

 • Chapter 11: Why Do Anthropologists Study Economic 
Relations? As noted before, we have split the fi rst 

edition’s chapter on politics and economics into 
two chapters. This decision was based not only 
on our experience using the book but also on 
reviewers’ recommendations. In addition to the 
materials on economic anthropology from the 
fi rst edition, the chapter has a new introduc-
tion and a new section on the anthropology of 
food and nutrition. We have also added a new 
“In Their Own Words” feature based on material 
from Questioning Collapse, the anthropological 
critique of Jared Diamond’s work.

 • Chapter 12: How Do Anthropologists Study Political 
Relations? We have signifi cantly revised the section 
on coercion, updated the Sri Lanka example with 
the defeat of the Tamil Tigers, and substantially 
revised the sections on governmentality and the 
power of the imagination. There is a new section 
on matrilineality and electoral politics in north-
ern Thailand. We have made signifi cant changes to 
the section on multiculturalism in Europe, and we 
have added to it a discussion of Islamic marriage 
in France, drawn from the work of John Bowen. 
We have added an “In Their Own Words” box on 
the Crow Indian constitution, and one on protes-
tors in the Peruvian Amazon, and included “An-
thropology in Everyday Life” segments on doing 
business in Japan and on Human Terrain Teams.

 • Chapter 13: Where Do Our Relatives Come From, 
and Why Do They Matter? This chapter has been 
lightly edited and also now includes an “In Their 
Own Words” selection from Roger Lancaster, “Two 
Cheers for Gay Marriage.”

 • Chapter 14: What Can Anthropology Tell Us about 
Social Inequality? This chapter has been edited and 
continues to cover gender, class, caste, race, eth-
nicity, and nationalism.

 • Chapter 15: What Can Anthropology Tell Us about 
Globalization? This chapter has been signifi cantly 
edited and contains a new introduction. We have 
added a new section on Anna Tsing’s Friction that 
deals with logging in Indonesia. We have also 
added a new “In Their Own Words” feature on 
slum tourism.

Supplements
 • A free Companion Website at www.oup.com/
us/lavenda features (1) Instructor Resources, 
including guest editorials (brief essays by anthro-
pologists written specifi cally for our text), Pow-
erPoint-based slides for lectures, an image bank 
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containing digital versions of all of the images 
from the text, a sample syllabus, assignments, 
in-class activities, fi lm suggestions and related 
questions by chapter, critical-thinking questions, 
suggestions for class discussion, and helpful 
links; (2) Student Resources, including a study 
skills guide (fi lled with hints and suggestions on 
improving study skills, organizing information, 
writing essay exams, and taking multiple-choice 
exams), self-quizzes, interactive exercises, video 
exercises, fl ashcards, chapter outlines, detailed 
annotated lists of suggestions for further reading 
(beyond the lists provided in the text), and help-
ful links; and (3) Supplemental Chapter Mate-
rials, which are materials we could not include 
in the text due to space constraints, but which 
you may wish to assign.

 • Further Instructor Resources include a free Com-
puterized Test Bank and Instructor’s Manual on 
CD and free Cartridges for Course Management 
Systems, available from your Oxford University 
Press sales representative.
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