
data about older music, information about new music, and
scholarly opinions.

A dictionary is a research tool because it provides information about
the meanings of words and the ways that they can be used. But not all
dictionaries are as comprehensive as others. For example, the print ver-
sion of the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in its complete form (as
opposed to its abbreviated forms, such as the “shorter” and “pocket”
versions) runs to twenty volumes. (It is also available online.) It covers
words from the whole of the English-speaking world and gives not just
their spellings and meanings but a wealth of information about how
they have been used through the ages. Anyone researching the violin,
for example, will find pages of information about how that word has
been used since the sixteenth century and the sources for that informa-
tion (see figure 8.1). Thus, the OED provides information about a range
of historical sources that might not otherwise have occurred to you.

A Note on Editions and Media

Some reference and research tools are listed below, but I should offer a
qualifying remark about this information. The details are accurate at
the time that this book is being assembled. But, as I have said, one of
the features of really good research tools is that they are regularly up-
dated. As a general rule, you should use the latest available edition of
whatever source is mentioned.

Research tools may also take the form of Web sites or CD-ROMs,
as well as printed books. For example, New Grove II is available in
printed and online forms (Grove Music Online). But remember that it is
impossible to anticipate changes that the owners of individual sites may
make and when they will make them. Do not be too surprised if you
find that a site is gone or does not work or if the URL you have typed
is redirected.

New Grove II and Other Research Sources

The latest edition of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians,
known as New Grove II, has a special place in music reference and re-
search. It is worth giving a brief explanation of why it is so important
and how it is laid out.
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