
Gospel Music

Gospel music is too specific and influential to be referred to by any of
the descriptors given under “Religious, Sacred, and Liturgical Music”
below. It is a particular form of Protestant evangelical music (largely
urban and performed by both black and white groups). In the twenti-
eth century, it also evolved into a species of popular song. The adjec-
tive “gospel” takes a lowercase g within a sentence.

Harmonic Series and “Natural” Notes

Most brass players recognize the term “harmonic series” as meaning
the notes that can be produced without using valves or moving a slide.
The harmonic series is illustrated in example 7.1. Sometimes, it is nec-
essary to distinguish between the notes of a given series and those that
lie outside that series—when discussing baroque instruments, for ex-
ample. There is no standard way of doing this, but natural notes can be
used for the notes of the harmonic series and non-natural notes for those
outside a given series.

Historic and Historical 

A “historic” instrument is a surviving specimen of an old form of an
instrument, an antique instrument. A “historical” instrument is a mod-
ern instrument that is copied from or inspired by an older model.

Horn

“Horn” is sometimes used in jazz parlance to mean any brass or, indeed,
wind instrument. In writing, it is best to specify the actual instrument
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Example 7.1 Harmonic series on C. The pitches in the harmonic series only
approximate to the notes shown. The darkened notes (B-flat, F-sharp, and so
on) are particularly out of tune in equal temperament. For this reason these
“notes” are sometimes referred to as “tones.”


