
rather than P.B.S. or P B S. (“U.S.” is the commonest exception.) How-
ever, an abbreviation of a single word requires a period (for instance,
“Jr.” for “Junior,” “ed.” for “editor” or “edition,” or “Prof.” for “Pro-
fessor”), although sometimes musical abbreviations do not strictly fol-
low this convention (see page 148).

If an abbreviation such as “ed.,” which takes a period, falls at the end
of a sentence, you do not put an extra period for the end of the sen-
tence; one is sufficient.

Abbreviations such as “Jr.” and “Mr.,” which include the first and
last letters of the word, are called contractions. In American English, they
take a period, but in British English, they do not.

Above, Below

These two words are used to indicate a reference to something you have
written or are about to write. If you wish to refer to something earlier
in the page or on a previous page, you might put, for example, “for an
illustration of flute keys, see chapter 2 above.” If you wish to refer to a
later point in your writing, you might put “a fuller explanation of
Miles Davis’s influence on other jazz musicians is given below.”

Acronyms

An acronym is a particular type of abbreviation (see “Abbreviations”
above) that is formed by reducing a name or title to a set of initials that
can be read as a word in its own right, for instance, RILM, pronounced
“rillum” (see chapters 3 and 8). The term CNN (Cable News Net-
work) is simply an abbreviation rather than an acronym, because it can-
not be pronounced as a single word. Italics are used for RILM because
it has the status of a published book, Répertoire international de littérature
musicale (also see “Foreign Words” below). The acronym NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization), on the other hand, is not itali-
cized. Acronyms are left unpunctuated and unspaced.

Apostrophes

The apostrophe ( ’) is sometimes mistakenly used to indicate a plural
form of a noun. For example:

There are two violin’s in a string quartet.

This is wrong. The plural of violin is violins—without an apostrophe.
Plurals are never formed with apostrophes.
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