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P R E FAC E

To one and all
Most textbooks are written in the voice of impersonal imperial authority. But every 
book is written by one person, or sometimes, a group of individuals. Each author is 
writing at a particular point in time and has her or his views shaped by their specifi c 
experience. And what each author knows is subject to the various limitations of human 
fallibility. My goal in writing this book is to help you undertake your own doing of 
political psychology. If I succeed then each of you will form your own vision of political 
psychology, what it is, what it should be, and what you want to pursue. Th ere are vari-
ous ways of doing political psychology and none of us masters them all. Our diff erent 
personal interests and our ability to master the skills that we fi nd most adapted to our 
abilities inevitably means that each of us will fi nd our own way.

One consequence of this goal is that each of you should fi nd places in this text 
where you disagree with the views I express. You will fi nd some topics given too little 
attention and others too much. You may fi nd some methods of research of greater 
appeal to you than they may be to me, and others less. Th at is as it should be for it will 
be a good indication that you have begun doing political psychology on your own and 
in your own way.

I have had the benefi t of some wonderful mentors and colleagues; so many that 
I cannot mention them all. Four stand out as having been of singular generosity: 
Psychologist Donald T. Campbell, friend and colleague John L. Sullivan, and neurosci-
entists Jeff rey A. Gray and John T. Cacioppo, each by example and each by teaching me 
how to fi nd my own path in doing political psychology. I hope that this volume off ers 
some of what they off ered to me, encouragement, insights, and advice. I hope you will 
come to enjoy your journey as much as I have mine. I would also like to thank the fol-
lowing reviewers for their feedback: C. F. Abel, Stephen F. Austin State University; Ted 
Brader, University of Michigan; Erik Bucy, Indiana University; Rebecca J. Hannagan, 
Northern Illinois University; Paul L. Hathaway, Jacksonville State University; Benjamin 
Knoll, University of Iowa; Michael D. Martinez, University of Florida; Patrick R. Miller, 
University of Cincinnati; Michael Parkin, Oberlin College; Jerrold M. Post, Th e George 
Washington University; Jacquelien van Stekelenburg, VU University.

To Students
My intention in this text is to give you the tools you need to function as a political psy-
chologist. Th at does not mean that I expect that most you you will enter the discipline 
perhaps as a researcher or a teacher, or both. Th at may be the case for some of you. 
Certainly if the discipline of political psychology is going to grow it must have new 

OUP UNCORRECTED PROOF – FINALS, 06/08/12, NEWGEN

00_Marcus_Prelims.indd   xi00_Marcus_Prelims.indd   xi 6/8/2012   6:00:09 PM6/8/2012   6:00:09 PM



xii    PREFACE

blood and some of you might well be among the next generation of teachers and schol-
ars. I hope so. But all of you, I hope, will be active and engaged citizens. Here, applying 
your knowledge of political psychology, as a way of asking and answering questions can 
be a major tool in your citizenship toolkit.

For example, as citizens we oft en rely on trust to guide our decisions. Trust applies 
when we rely on our friends, or on our political, religious, leaders, or on some pundits 
or experts whose ideological values we share. But, as political psychologists, we rarely 
trust anyone. Rather, in various ways, we try to minimize the authority of those who are 
presenting some analysis, some argument. Political psychologists are trained to keep 
who is saying something separate from our consideration of the evidence that sus-
tains (or not!) the claim being advanced. Instead, political psychologists ask for empiri-
cal evidence to corroborate what is otherwise a hypothesis, a speculative explanation 
(however seductive).

Oft en, as citizens, we would do well to set aside our trust in those who guide us, 
even if our history with them has been quite good. Rather, as political psychologists, we 
citizens can, at least sometimes, fi nd our political psychology training can serve us bet-
ter by directing us to consider the weight of the evidence before we defend, or attack, a 
policy decision we confront. And, our political psychology training also can be applied 
to ourselves. Whom do we trust? And why? And, should we trust those we do?

Political psychology brings with it many relevant questions that can help us be 
better citizens. And, political psychology brings with it a diff erent way of going about 
answering those questions that what we practice in everyday life.

Along the way you will fi nd discussion of some but hardly all of the topics that 
make up the discipline. I expect that you will fi nd some of the areas that make up 
the fi eld are of greater interest, and some of lesser interest. Th at is normal. Each of 
us will gravitate to the topics that we fi nd important and interesting. But political 
psychology is more than a long laundry list of topics. It is a way of creating explana-
tions. Diff erent disciplines have diff erent ideas as to what constitutes an adequate 
explanation.

Here the focus will be on what makes a credible political psychology explanation. 
Among these are:

Creativity: New explanations have to come from somewhere, why not from you?
Collaboration: Working with other people, especially those who might think about 

things diff erently, can greatly enrich the generating and testing of explanations.
Critical thinking: We want our explanations to be more than idle speculations, so 

how can we know that an explanation actually works?

Finally, the discipline is also a community. It is a community made up of students, 
practitioners, journalists, and scholars located in various countries around the world. 
It is also a community that extends back in time many hundreds of years. We have a 
wide array of ways of communication with colleagues near and far, of reaching out to 
contact others also working in this fi eld. We can, and should, rely on the earlier con-
versations handed down in the surviving literature because the foundational issues that 
drive the research questions are quite old. What our predecessors asked, and found in 
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their inquiries, continues to shape how we understand human experience and the pos-
sibilities of politics. By learning how to reach out and participate you can make your 
own contributions and also benefi t from active engagement with your peers in this 
wide and open community. Welcome.

You must acquire a complex series of skills to learn how to make explanations. 
Th roughout this text you will fi nd exercises designed to enable you to practice and mas-
ter these skills. Much as in music or sports, you prove that you know something when 
you display what you know in action. Hang in there and see how much fun it can be to 
do something more than listening, reading, and taking exams.

To Faculty
As you well know the fi eld of political psychology is enormous. And, the research out-
put is exploding not only in quantity but in theoretical perspectives. And, further still, 
new disciplines are contributing to political psychology. Even if I were able to discuss 
each topic in the fi eld and each theory, in the briefest of fashions, the resulting text 
would require a course of least a year’s length (and even then would likely be critiqued 
for leaving something important out or giving short shrift  to too many topics).

Th is text diff ers in three ways from conventional textbooks:

First, this text provides an historical account of the guiding ideas, the normative 
aspirations that undergird the fi eld. Political psychology has an ancient lineage. 
In that lineage exists deep intellectual roots that begin with the search for how 
to govern ourselves, individually and collectively. Conventional texts in the fi eld 
typically ignore this aspect of the fi eld leaving the fi eld denuded of its full vitality 
and its central importance.

Second, this text is intended to depict where the fi eld is going. Th e fi eld is chang-
ing, as do most living disciplines, thus, where it is today is not what it will look 
like in fi ve, ten, or twenty years. Although surprises await, some trends are clear. 
Among these are the explosion of research applying neuroscience, cognitive 
science, and genetics to politics. Old topics, such as personality, are being re-
examined in light of that work. Th is text, as do I, embraces these changes and 
puts them to the forefront.

Th ird, this text is lean, it provides a skeletal design, to allow you to augment the text 
with added readings to allow adjustment to the subject topics of local interest 
(though I have selected a variety of suggested readings for various topics).

I kept the topics to a reasonable number all in the service of enabling students to 
master the skills of doing political psychology. I kept the chapters short. Th e design 
of many chapters is such that they do not, intentionally, off er a full treatment of the 
subject. Rather, I present a framework to introduce students to key ideas and con-
ceptual understandings so that specifi c readings, and your lectures, can then add 
the necessary details. For example, on the topic of personality, there are many top-
ics that can readily claim our attention, that fall within that broad span. I make no 
attempt to off er an encyclopedic coverage. In any case any coverage given the limited 
pages available to devote to the topic would in due time become dated, and would 
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xiv    PREFACE

preclude focused consideration of such topics as most interest you (and thereby the 
students).

Hence, the usefulness of this book is that it enables, indeed is designed, so that you 
add topics, add readings, and choose the specifi c topics that you fi nd most interesting. 
I hope you will augment the text with topics, theories, discussions, and readings that 
enable you to convey your excitement in doing political psychology. I off er some sug-
gestions but they are merely that, suggestions.

George E. Marcus
Paris, France, Summer 2011

OUP UNCORRECTED PROOF – FINALS, 06/08/12, NEWGEN

00_Marcus_Prelims.indd   xiv00_Marcus_Prelims.indd   xiv 6/8/2012   6:00:09 PM6/8/2012   6:00:09 PM




