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Who Designed the Hypertoxin Structure in Moonraker (1979)?

Moonraker (1979) is the only James Bond film in our book ReAction! Chemistry in the Movies
(2009) (Figure 1). It ranks chemically higher than all the others because it gives viewers a molecular
formula (Figure 2). In an attempt to determine who designed this fictional molecule, we visited the
Margaret Herrick library in Los Angeles and examined their Moonraker materials. Within the script, I
found the dialog for the scene in which the “molecular structure” was revealed but there was no
accompanying description or drawing of it. I assumed this meant the screenwriter left that issue to the set
designer so I sent a letter to Sir Ken Adam. He is the Oscar-winning set designer of six other James Bond
films, Stanley Kubrick’s Barry Lyndon, and many others. He sent a kind response that it wasn’t him and
that I should contact the screenwriter Christopher Wood.  So I did, except Wood responded that it wasn’t
him either. He suggested that I contact the William Gilbert for possible leads. While I wait for a response
from Mr. Gilbert, who is undoubtedly busy as co-producer of the James Bond films, I’d like to ask my
readers to offer suggestions for the identity of the molecule’s creator.  My questions are: Who created the
structure of the fanciful but chemically correct toxin in Moonraker?; What real molecule, if any, did he or
she use for inspiration? What is the meaning of DS?
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Figure 1: James Bond (Roger Moore) examines a
suspicious vial in a high-tech glassmaking facility.

MOONRAKER © 1979 Danjaq, LLC & United Artists Corporation. All
Rights Reserved. Photo courtesy AMPAS.

Figure 2 (Figure 7.4 from our book): The
chemical formula for the toxin from the

Orchidae anenarum. The three cyclohexanes
resemble the shape of its glass container.


