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This resource adds to the many web links provided in the textbook.  It includes an 
activity that can be used as a way of exploring and making use of online resources. 
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Introduction 
 
There are many websites that provide useful sources of information about 
entrepreneurship around the world.  We have produced the following listing as a 
helpful starting point for your own research.  Our listing is divided into sections, so 
that you can easily locate relevant links for particular subject areas (e.g. social 
enterprise).  Some sections relate to particular chapters in Exploring 
Entrepreneurship (e.g. Chapter 7: Finance), but others may be relevant to more than 
one chapter. 
 
Web-based exercises 
 
You can use the following exercises at any time to explore issues addressed in a 
particular chapter in more depth.  Following these exercises will also help you to gain 
practice in making use of online resources: 
 
1. Finding the evidence:  using the web links provided in this guide, or the results of 

your own web searches, locate three different websites of organisations that 
illustrate the main themes of the chapter (e.g. for Chapter 5, find three examples 
of web-based entrepreneurial marketing initiatives). 

 
2. Comparing the evidence: compare and contrast the material you have located, 

making use of concepts and arguments presented in the chapter (e.g. for Chapter 
5, refer to the main techniques of entrepreneurial marketing).   Summarise your 
findings in a short briefing document (i.e. approximately 1,000 words), 
illustrating and supporting your argument with screen shots where relevant.   

 
3. Applying the evidence: consider what practical lessons you can draw from your 

findings, and how these might be applied to either: (a) your own entrepreneurial 
venture; (b) one of the ventures featured in the textbook case studies; (c) 
another case example identified by you or provided by your tutor. 

 
Adding to the list 
 
The web sites included in this list should help you to locate plenty of useful material.  
However, we also recommend that you begin to build your own collection of web 
links.  Web pages and URLs are being added and updated all the time, so if you find a 
new one that looks particularly relevant and useful, please do let us know (by 
emailing orc.help@oup.com) and we will update this listing.   
 
Happy surfing! 
 
Richard Blundel and Nigel Lockett

mailto:orc.help@oup.com


Blundel and Lockett: Exploring Entrepreneurship (OUP, 2010)  
Useful web links and exercises 
 

 

 

Page | 3  

 H i g h e r   E d u c a t i o n
© Oxford University Press, 2010. All rights reserved. 

STUDENT AND YOUTH ENTERPRISE 
www.nacue.com 
The National Consortium of University Entrepreneurs is an organisation that 
supports and represents university enterprise societies and student entrepreneurs 
to drive the growth of entrepreneurship across the UK. 
 
www.shell-livewire.org 
This is a national advice and mentoring scheme for 16-30 year olds who are setting 
up a new venture, sponsored by Shell. 
 
www.princes-trust.org.uk 
This organisation focuses its efforts on young people who have struggled at school, 
been in care, been in trouble with the law, or are long-term unemployed.  It provides 
financial support and advice for start-up ventures, along with other services. 
 
www.ncge.com 
The National Council for Graduate Entrepreneurship aims to raise the profile of 
entrepreneurship and the option of starting your own business as a career choice 
amongst students and graduates. 
 
www.youngbusiness.net 
YBN is a series of projects led by Enterprise Development Worldwide (EDW) with a 
common aim to encourage the spread of youth enterprise in the UK and throughout 
mainland Europe. 
 
www.youngentrepreneur.com 
Has grown to become one of the largest online forum communities for 
entrepreneurs worldwide. 

 
ENTERPRISE PROMOTION 
 
www.enterpriseuk.org 
This organisation was founded by the four leading UK business membership 
organisations – the British Chambers of Commerce, the CBI, the Federation of Small 
Businesses and the Institute of Directors in order to promote enterprise. Together 
with the Kauffman Foundation they founded Global Entrepreneurship Week 
 
www.kauffman.org  
Kauffman is a major charitable foundation, based in the United States and active in 
many countries, which encourages research into, and support for entrepreneurship. 

 
www.gew.org.uk  
Global Entrepreneurship Week is a worldwide movement of entrepreneurial people, 
with millions unleashing their enterprising talents and turning their ideas into reality. 

http://www.nacue.com/
http://www.shell-livewire.org/
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/
http://www.ncge.com/
http://www.youngbusiness.net/
http://www.youngentrepreneur.com/
http://www.enterpriseuk.org/
http://www.kauffman.org/
http://www.gew.org.uk/
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GOVERNMENT-BASED ENTERPRISE SUPPORT 
 
www.bis.gov.uk  
The UK government’s business and innovation department website. 
 
www.businesslink.gov.uk 
The UK government’s main business service website, which provides information 
and support for businesses of all sizes. It also includes case studies and links to other 
relevant sites. 
 
www.deaca.dk 
Danish Enterprise and Construction Authority is broadly responsible for enterprise 
and construction policy in Denmark.  Its job is to develop a competitive, market-
based growth environment for companies. 
 
www.sba.org 
This is the United States Small Business Administration site; it is worth looking at 
how entrepreneurs and small businesses are supported in other countries. 
 
www.sezindia.nic.in 
This is an example of a government intervention, the creation of special economic 
zones in India, designed to attract new export-led ventures. 
 
www.seeda.co.uk 
The South East England Development Agency, another government body designed to 
encourage innovation and enterprise in this UK region. 
 
www.bteg.co.uk 
 
This organisation seeks, amongst other aims, to increase the chances of success and 
growth for black entrepreneurs and black enterprises. 
 
BANKS AND OTHER FINANCE PROVIDERS 
 
www.bbaa.org.uk 
The BBAA is a national trade association dedicated to promoting angel investing and 
supporting early stage investment in the UK. 
 
www.bvca.co.uk 
The BVCA is the industry body for the UK private equity and venture capital industry.  
The site includes research reports on the effectiveness of VC. 
 
www.barclays.co.uk 
www.co-operativebank.co.uk 

www.lloydstsbbusiness.com 

http://www.bis.gov.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/
http://www.deaca.dk/
http://www.sba.org/
http://www.sezindia.nic.in/
http://www.seeda.co.uk/
http://www.bteg.co.uk/
http://www.bbaa.org.uk/
http://www.bvca.co.uk/
http://www.barclays.co.uk/
http://www.co-operativebank.co.uk/
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www.natwest.co.uk 

www.santander.co.uk 

 
Most UK High Street banks have small business sites, containing useful sources of 
advice on constructing business plans and raising finance for new businesses, plus 
some research reports.  Similar services can be found from banks in other countries.  
There may also be specialist banks (e.g. for businesses in rural areas, or in economic 
development zones).  It may be a useful exercise to compare services provided by 
various banks (e.g. Barclays vs: Co-operative). 
 
SOCIAL ENTERPRISES 
 
www.ashoka.org 
Ashoka is a US-based organisation that supports social entrepreneurs around the 
world through a programme of Fellowships and other initiatives. 
 
www.kauffman.org 
Kauffman is a major charitable foundation, based in the United States and active in 
many countries, which encourages research into, and support for entrepreneurship. 
  
www.sse.org.uk 
The School for Social Entrepreneurs (SSE) exists to provide training and opportunities 
to enable people to use their creative and entrepreneurial abilities more fully for 
social benefit. SSE supports individuals to set up new charities, social enterprises and 
social businesses across the UK.  SSE provides interesting case studies of successful 
social enterprises. 
 
www.socialenterprise.org.uk 
The Social Enterprise Coalition supports a variety of social and environmental 
enterprises; the site includes useful reports and case studies. 
 
www.socialenterpriselive.com 
The magazine Social Enterprise has an interesting website, with access to some 
useful articles and news items. 
 
www.westfocus.org.uk 
WestFocus is the consortium of seven universities,  based in South and West 
London, and the Thames Valley that works in partnership with businesses and 
community groups to promote entrepreneurship. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA AND BROADCASTERS 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/dragonsden 
In the BBC version of the show, ‘Dragons Den’, budding entrepreneurs get three 
minutes to pitch their business ideas to five multi-millionaires willing to invest their 

http://www.natwest.co.uk/
http://www.ashoka.org/
http://www.kauffman.org/
http://www.sse.org.uk/
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/
http://www.socialenterpriselive.com/
http://www.westfocus.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dragonsden
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own cash.  The format originated in Japan, and versions can be found in many 
countries, including Finland, The Netherlands, Nigeria and Afghanistan (n.b. you may 
find extracts from some of these shows YouTube).  Dragons Den is a popular 
programme with some useful material, but it is important to see it as taking a 
particular, and sometimes contentious, approach to portraying entrepreneurs. 
 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION ON ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
 
www.gem.org 
The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) is a not-for-profit academic research 
consortium that has as its goal making high quality information on global 
entrepreneurial activity readily available to as wide an audience as possible.  GEM is 
the largest single study of entrepreneurial activity in the world. 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP RESEARCH AND POLICY-MAKING 
 
www.isbe.org.uk 
The Institute for Small Business and Entrepreneurship (ISBE) is the UK's largest and 
most well established network for individuals and organisations involved in: small 
business and entrepreneurship research; enterprise support and advice; 
entrepreneurship education; formulation, delivery and evaluation of policy in this 
area. 
 
SUSTAINABLE ENTERPRISE 
 
www.carbontrust.co.uk 
The Carbon Trust is an organisation that provides specialist support to business and 
the public sector to help cut carbon emissions, save energy and commercialise low 
carbon technologies.  It has recently launched a new, simpler certification for SMEs. 
 
www.businessgreen.com 
This is a very active website that brings together news, events and information on 
sustainable business. 
 
www.jonathonporritt.com 
An interesting blog by a leading UK-based environmental activist and author who has 
focused on issues related to environmental sustainability and growth 
 
 
 

 

http://www.gem.org/
http://www.isbe.org.uk/
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/
http://www.businessgreen.com/
http://www.jonathonporritt.com/

