
Mepham: Bioethics 2e 
Chapter 14: Politics and the biosciences 

 

OXFORD H i g h e r   E d u c a t i o n 
© Oxford University Press, 2009. All rights reserved. 

 
September 2009 
 
Update for paragraph 14.2 
 
UK GOVERNMENT REORGANISES SCIENCE BASE  
 
The global financial crisis, which has had such major social and political impacts, has led 
to several important governmental responses. For example, in June 2009, the UK 
Government announced that it had created a new department, headed by Lord Peter 
Mandelson, the key role of which was to build on Britain’s capabilities to compete in the 
global economy. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (Bis) was created by 
the merger of DIUS (the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills) and BERR 
(the Department of Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform). The stated aim was to 
create a single department committed to building Britain’s future economic strengths. The 
Government argued that in order to compete in a global economy and create the jobs of 
the future, Britain requires a regulatory environment that encourages enterprise, skilled 
people, innovation, and world-class science and research.  
 
Bis aims to ‘combine BERR’s strengths (in shaping the enterprise environment, analysing 
the strengths and needs of the various parts of British industry, building strategies for 
industrial strength and expertise in better regulation) with DIUS’s expertise in maintaining 
world class universities, expanding access to higher education, investing in the UK’s 
science base and shaping skills policy and innovation through bodies such as the 
‘Technology Strategy Board.’ It is also claimed that the new department will put the UK’s 
further education system and universities closer to the heart of government thinking about 
building now for the anticipated economic upturn. 

The change, which followed the creation of DIUS less than two years earlier, came in for 
much criticism. It had cost £9 million to establish DIUS and seemed likely to involve even 
more to dismantle it. But many academics were also critical of the fact that neither 
‘universities’ nor ‘education’ now feature in the title of any government department, fuelling 
fears that the educational role of universities will be sidelined if the government 
department responsible for them is principally concerned with commerce and the 
economy. 

 

Website references: 

http://www.berr.gov.uk/aboutus/pressroom/page51711.html   

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/jun/10/dius-bis-cost  
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