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The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
PCSO Powers 

1.0 Powers of a Community Support Officer 

Part 1 of Schedule 4 to the Police Reform Act 2002 (powers of community support officers) has been 

amended by the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. 

1.1 Powers to issue fixed penalty notices 

Subject to designation, a community support officer has the power to give a person a fixed penalty 

notice under section 54 of the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 (fixed penalty notices) for: 

1. Cycling on a footpath (s 72 of the Highway Act 1835). 

2. Contravening a prohibition or restriction under section 5(1) or 8(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation 

Act 1984 in relation to: 

 school entrances; 

 one-way streets; or 

 cycle and bus lanes. 

3. Riding a cycle with more than one person on a one-person cycle (s 24 of the Road Traffic Act 

(RTA)1988). 

4. Failing to comply with traffic directions whilst riding a cycle (s 35 of the RTA 1988). 

5. Failing to comply with a red traffic light whilst riding a cycle (s 36 of the Road Traffic Act RTA 

1988). 

6. Failing to comply with a construction or use requirement under section 42 of the RTA 1988 in 

relation to: 

 lighting equipment or reflectors for cycles (reg. 18 of the Road Vehicles Lighting 

Regulations 1989); 

 using a motor vehicle on a road which causes excessive noise (reg. 97 of the Road 

Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986); 
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 failing to stop the engine of a stationary vehicle (reg. 98 of the Road Vehicles 

(Construction and Use) Regulations 1986); 

 using a vehicle's horn on a road while the vehicle is stationary or on a restricted road at 

night (reg. 99 of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986); or 

 opening a vehicle's door on a road, thereby injuring or endangering a person (reg. 105 of 

the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986). 

7. Failing to stop a vehicle or cycle when required (s. 163 of the RTA 1988). 

8. Trading on a street in London without a licence (s. 38(1) of the London Local Authorities Act 

1990 or s. 27(1) of the City of Westminster Act 1999). 

9. Failing to comply with community protection notice (s. 52 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime 

and Policing Act 2014). 

10. Failing to comply with a public spaces protection order (s. 68 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime 

and Policing Act 2014). 

 

1.2 Power of seizure 

Subject to designation, a community support officer has the power of seizure when lawfully on any 

premises in the relevant police area (s. 19 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act1984 Act). 

 

1.3 Powers with regard to charity collectors 

Subject to designation, a community support officer has the power to require a person to: 

 give his/her name and address and to sign his/her name (s .6 of the House to House 

Collections Act 1939); and 

 produce his/her certificate of authority (s .4 of the House to House Collections Act 1939); 

 

1.4 Power to stop cycles 
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Subject to designation, a community support officer has the power to stop a cycle when there is 

reason to believe the cyclist has committed one of the cycling offences in 1.1 above.  

 

1.5 Dispersal Order 

A Dispersal Order is designed to enable a PCSO (if designated) to require a person committing or 

likely to commit anti-social behavior (ASB), crime or disorder, to leave an area for up to 48 hours. 

The ASB must be contributing or likely to contribute to members of the public in the local area being 

harassed, alarmed or distressed (or the occurrence of crime and disorder) and the direction to leave is 

necessary to remove or reduce the likelihood of the ASB, crime or disorder. The area does not need to 

be designated but the use of the dispersal power must be authorised by an officer of at least the rank 

of police inspector first and can last for 48 hours. The direction must be given in writing unless it is 

impracticable and specify the area to which it relates, for how long the person must leave the area and 

can determine the time and the route to leave by. The PCSO can require the person given the direction 

to hand over any items that could be used to commit ASB, crime or disorder but it is not a power of 

seizure.  

A direction can be given to anyone who is, or appears to be, over the age of 10. Anyone who is under 

16 and given a direction, can be taken home or to a place of safety (unless there are reasonable 

grounds for believing that he/she would be likely to suffer significant harm once at the residence). If 

he/she is unwilling to go voluntarily, the word ‘remove’ has been held to mean ‘take away using 

reasonable force if necessary’ (R (W) v Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis and another, 

Secretary of State for the Home Department, interested party [2004] EWCA Civ 458).  

 

N.B. The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 removes the requirement for sections 

3.2.3.1 and 3.2.4.9 of Blackstone’s Policing for the PCSO.  


